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Then is faid unto Paul, almeſt thou FR a | 
ſuadeſi me to be a Chriſtian. And Paul ſaid, a 


I would to God that not only thou, but alſo 
all that hear me this day, were both almoſt, 7 a Fug 
and altogether ſuch as I am, except theſe 4 
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tit it is ſaid to his day In the mount 
| of the Lord it ſhall be _ 9 


HIS ſeems to have been a com- 
mon proverb, in uſe from the 
time of Abraham to that when Moſes 
wrote this hiſtory, not much leſs than 
three hundred years. Now, the words 
in the original, which are tranſlated, 
In the mount of the Lord it ſhall be 
ſeen, may alſo be as well rendered, 
In the mount, the Lord ſhall be ſeen. 
But which way ſoever we render it, 
Lok. 11. 8 whether 


* 


2 SERMON xI. 
whether we take the word di, 5 


or Lord, in the nominative or in the 


genitive caſe, for it is alike capable 
of being taken either way, the ſenſe 
will be the ſame. If we render the 
words with our tranſlators, In the” 
mount of the Lord it ſhall be ſeen; the 
meaning is, it ſhall then and there 
be ſeen what God will do, and what 


proviſion he will make.“ And if we 


render the words, In the mount the 


Lord will be ſeen, the meaning is, 
e that God will then and there appear 
to make ſuch proviſion, and afford 
ſuch relief, as to, his wiſdom ſhall 
ſeem beſt.” This proverbial form of 
ſpeech, as is conceived, they made 
uſe of, when at any time they were 
in any extraordinary ftrait. or per- 
plexity; then they would in this form 
of ſpeech, alluding to what God had 

— 4 done 


„ $ERMONIEE, © 
done for Abraham in this mount, 
comfort, and encourage themſelves, 
ſaying; In the mount of the Lord it 
ſhall be ſeen, or, In the mount the Lord 
will be ſeen. In the mount, that is, 
when our extremities - come to be 
at the higheſt, and our ſtraits are 
greateſt. Now, this proverbial ſpeech, 


though it alludes to God's dealing 


with Abraham in the mount, and 


was, upon that occcaſion, firſt adopt- 


ed; yet it is not wholly grounded 
thereon, but alſo on the ordinary courſe 
of God's providence, which the men 
of that generation had obſerved to be 
very agreeable to his dealings with 


Abraham. As he interfered for Abra- 


ham's relief in the mount, juſt as he 
was ſtretching out his hand to ſlay his 
ſon, and prevented him, ſubſtituting 
another ſacrifice in the room of Iſaac 


N. B 2 ſo 
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4 8 ; 
ſo ordmarily he deals with his people; 
be comes to their ſuccbur in their 


to what God had done for Abraham 
in the mount; ſaying, In the mount tbe 


SERMON xl. 


greateſt extremities. This, I ſay, they 
having ohſerved to be the ordinary 
courſe of God's providence, they took 
occaſion to expreſs what they had ob- 
ſerved in this form of words, alluding 


Lord will be ſeen. For, unleſs they 
had obſerved this to be the ordinary 
courſe of God's providence, this ſingle 
inſtance of God's dealing with Abra- 
ham had not been ſufficient for the 
ne * a eee ee 5 


eh 
Abe Words being tha nat 
afford us this obſervation, That God 
uſually interpoſes to ſuccour and re- 
lieve/ his people in nem ex- 
wemities. AG 263-011-597 Hot 12111388 
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I ſhall give a few inſtances hereof 
out of ſeripture; then add ſome rea- 


ſons of this diſpenſation ; and laftly, 
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apply it to dee 


Io Wien is not indeed à more EVE 


able inſtance than this, of Abraham' 8 
being relieved in the mount. Other 


inſtances are, that of God's ſending 75 


Moſes and Aaron to bring the chil- 
dren of Iſrael out of Egypt, when af- 
ter many years hard bondage under 
the Egyptian yoke, thei rmiſeries, and 
the oppreſſion and cruelty of their 
enemies, were now at the higheſt; 


commanded to be drowned; „ when 
unmereiful taſk- maſters were ſet over 
them, who ſhould exact from them 
the whole tale of brick which they 
had been wont to make, and cruelly 
50 | B 3 | beat 


when all their male children were 


. S ERMON XI 


beat low if it fell ſhort, though 
materials to make it were withdrawn 
from them. God could have deli- 
vered them much ſooner, and, have 
prevented this extremity ; but © - 
ſeemed good to his wiſdom to defer 
their deliverance, till their ſy ferings 
were at the higheſt, and then to a aig 
| them ſuccour. 


8 again . when, ing 
diſmiſſed” out 'of Egypt, the army of 
the Egyptians / purſuing them was 
cloſe behind them, the Red Sea be- 
fore them, and the mountains on 
both ſides of them. In this their 
great ſtrait God appeared for them, 

miraculouſly dividing the ſea to make 
a paſlage for his people, and deſtroy- 
ing their enemies who followed them, 
* Ae: return: of the waters upon 
| them. 
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SERMON Rl. 7 


them. God could as eafily have de- 
froyed the Egyptians, and reſcued his 

people before they had been brought 
into that ſtrait. But the time of their 
utmoſt extremity, was God's oppor- 
tunity to ſhew mercy; and therefore, 
till that time, he ens fit to delay 


his laccoup, 


Another inſtance hereof we have in 
the firſt book of Samuel, where we 
read how great a ſtrait David was in, 
and how ſcaſonably God relieved him, 
in that very juncture of time, when, 
unleſs relief had come, he had cer- 
tainly fallen into the hands of his 
blood-thirſty enemies. Saul went on 
this fide of the mountain, and David 
and bis men on that fide of the moun- 
tain, and David made baſte to. get 
way for fear of & aul ; for Saul and 

B4 bis 


8 SERMON. X. 


his men compaſſed David and his 'men 
round about to take them. And there 
came a meſſenger unto Saul, ſaying, 
| Baſle thee and come, for the Philijtines 
have invaded the land: wherefore Saul 


- returned from purſuing after David, 


and went againſt the Philiftine. God, 
who moſt wiſely diſpoſes and orders 
the circumſtances of all things, cauſed 
this meſſenger to be ſent to recall Saul 
from purſuing David, juſt as he was 
now ready to ſeize on him, and not 
till then, though the Philiſtines might. 
have invaded the land ſooner, and 
this meſſenger might have come to 
call back Saul before David had been 
in that trait. But that ſeaſon of Da- 
vid's extremity was the hour unto 
which God had reſerved that relief 
| wn. he intended he ſhould have. 


Fn I ſhall 
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SERMON KI. 2 
I ſhall paſs over the inſtance of the 
widow- of Zarephath, and add but 
one inſtance more, which ſhall be 
that which we have in the twelfth 
chapter of the Acts of the Apoſtles, 


concerning St. Peter's deliverance.— 


„ Herod the king, having flain James 
with the fword, and perceiving that 
the Jews were pleaſed with it, to gra- 


tify them further he apprehends Peter 
alſo, and caſts him into priſon, where 


he was kept for ſome time. From 
the time of his impriſonment, prayer 


was made without ceaſing by the 
church unto God for him; but ſtill 
he was kept in priſon; and nothing 


was done for him in anſwer to all 


theſe prayers, till the very night be- 
fore Herod intended to have brought 
him forth to the people, and to have 


e de that very night, | 


and not till then, was he ſet at liberty, 
. and 


| 
[ 
| 
| 
| 
| 


Jo. SERMON. x.. 


pee releaſed by an angel,” the mi- 
raculous circumſtances of which his 
deliverance, are at large mee in 
* . 


11 hh add many more inſtances 

of God's interpoſing ta ſuccour and 
relieve his ſervants in their greateſt 

extremities, being then eſpecially, as 

David ſays, @ very profent belp to them 
* their e ppt 


But I proceed now, in the ſecond 
place, to give the reaſons of this diſ- 
penſation, at leaſt to mention ſome of 
them. I ſhall place fhem in two 
ranks, that I may avoid confuſion ; 
firſt, ſhewing why God defers his re- 
lief ſo long, till a time of greateſt ex- 
tttremity; and ſecondly, why he _ 

at len gth affords relief, | 


Concerning 


SERMON 1 


Concerning . the former of theſe, 
| God uſually defers the relief of his 
people, ſo long in their troubles. 


Iſt, That he may thereby exerciſe 


their faith and patience. There is 
but ſmall trial of faith, little exerciſe 
thereof in thoſe afflictions. that are 
quickly over, and never come to any 
extremity; and as little trial or exerciſe 
of patienee is there in ſuch caſes. A 
little faith and a little patience may 
hold out, where trials are neither long 
continued, nor extreme. Wherefore 
God, who is infinitely wiſe, knowing 
how needful and beneficial it is to his 
ſervants that their faith ſhould. be 
exerciſed thoroughly, and their pa- 
tience have its perfect work, often 


draws out their afflictions to a very 


a length, before he ſends relief. 
That 


„ 8 R MON K,. 


That God, by the trials and tewpta- 
tons of his people, intends the exer- 


diſe and improvement of theſe two 


graces, we may ſee in the firſt chapter 

of St. James's $ epiſtle. And he who 
5 underſtands the true worth and value 
of theſe graces, will not think the 
Increaſe and improvement of them to 
be dearly bought,” though the afflic- 
tions” which in order thereunto he 

undergoes * long and 25 even to 
re e Fee 


—— 4 : . 4 | 7 
4 > 14 7 
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| at reaſon Oy God defers the 
relief of his people 1 fo long, 1 is, that he 
may carry them on in prayer, that 
they may offer up their humble peti- 
tions to him, in order to their deli- 
veranice, fill more and more fer- 
vently, and inceſſantly, as their trials 
"w=_ aber and higher. This he does 

* | that, 


* 
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SERMON NI. 13 
Den. { man} Traden. ee mar. 


thoſe chriſtians ho prayed 0 15 
and ſo long for Peter's relief. In an- 
ſwer to ſo many prayers, he had 
length his releaſe immediately from 
heaven, in an extraordinary and mi- 
raculous manner. erde 81 


zZaͤly. God. 18 pleased to TY the 
relief of his people ſo long, that they 
may in, the mean time be more hum-. 
bled for their ſins, and more throughly 
ſenſible; of their utter unworthineſs of 
that mercy for which they are waiting 
upon him. To get the heart to be 
| truly humbled. is no caly matter; this 


is a work that Ses lowly S As 


TT 


every man's, own, experience will tell 


him, when he ſets about it. It is 
"1287 ol | not 


K _ SERMON NI. | 
not the employment of a day or two, 
it muſt be done by little and little, 
and therefore time is neceſſary for 
bringing it to perfection. Alſo, be- 
cauſe eaſy and gentle applications 
make little or no impreſſions upon 
us, it is requiſite that ſomething of 
an extraordinary nature be made uſe 
of, that our hearts * thereby an 
mn 8 | 
Ae Aae ls God defers the 
relief of his people fo long, why he 
doth not help them ſooner, and pre- 
vent their extremities, is, that he may 
take off their hearts from all their de- 
pendance on any other aſſiſtance; 
that when things are come to ſuch ex- 
tremity, that now they ſee there is 
none elſe in all the world who can re- 
neve them but God, they may. no 
longer 


SERMON Ki. is 
longer look to the hills and tnioun- 
tains for ſuccour, but their expecta- 
tion may be from God, and from him 
only, as the Pſalmiſt ſpeaks. So car= 
nal are we, that we rather chuſe to 
rely on any thing elſe than God, as 
long as we have any thing elſe upon 
which to reſt. But in our extremity, 
all other ſupports being removed, we 
are neceſſitated to betake ourſelves to 
God, and expect relief from him, who 
alone is able to afford it us. 


This I had to offer concerning the 
reaſons why God defers the relief of 
his people ſo long, and doth not pre- 
vent their extremities, by advancing 
ſooner to their ſuecour. But, 


2dly. Why doth God then ford 
them relief ? wat. doth he do it in 
{ their 


1 


. SERMON, XT. 


their. greateſt extremities? He make) 
choice of that time, no doubt, to re- 


Sn lieve them, becauſe it is the fitteſt 


feaſon. And the fitteſt ſeaſon it is in 
many reſpects, as may in part be ga- 
thered from ge been wh 


; SEM Is) 


1 In their: A extremities 
they are moſt humble. Their afflic= 
nons bring their ſins. to remembrance, 
and make them judge and loath them- 
ſelves for. them 3 and this they do 
moſt effectually, moſt ſincerely, and 
heartily, when their ſtraits are greateſt. 
Now men are moſt fit for deliverance 
when they are moſt humble. Mercy 
never comes more ſeaſonably, it never 
finds men in a more ſuitable diſpoſition 
to entertain it, than when they are 
ahhorring themſelves for all their evil 
ways. This frame of the heart God 
chiefly hath reſpect unto when he 
yp comes 


— 


S ERM ON XI. 17 


comes to ſhewimercy.z He will fave 
the bumlile prrſon. He bears the defire 
F the! bumble," and forgetteth not the 
way / the bumble. © Hiimble therefore 


yourſelves undir the mighty hand of God. 
that' he may exalt you in roſs ag 1 10 1 
9228 12) ANN lu oc it blen, 
_"OY In their greateſt extremity | 
they pray moſt fervently. In leſſer 
afflictions they pray, but in their ex- 
tremities they ery unto God for help, 
as the Iſraelites did when they were at 
the Red Sea, and the Egyptians were 
cloſe behind them. Extremity of afflic- 
tion puts an accent upon the prayers 
of God's people, and makes them 
not only cry, but cry aloud for ſuc- 
e as David in his diſtreſs was wont 
Now / though cold and drowſy 
. not ſpeed ſo well, yet 
there is a Wonderful efficacy in fer- 
on. vent 


- 


{ 
* bs 
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relief. Again, he relieves them in 
their greateſt exttemities, that he 
might not caſt a damp upon their 
faith, and diſcourage their prayers. 
For if God ſhould then fail them, they 
would ſay theif faith was vain, and 
that their prayers were inſignificant 
and fruitleſs. They would be tempted 
to conclude, that there is no advan- 


5 tage r benefit in ſeeking. God, 1 m 
looking up to him, and depending on 


him; they would be tempted to think 
it a very indifferent thing whether they 
pray or no, and whether they have 

| recourſe to God in their diſtreſſes, or 
to other aſſiſtance; and that they 
might hope to ſpeed as well in the 
total neglect, as in the moſt conſcien- 
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. God relieves bis people in their 
Wag extremities, that he might not 
give their enemies an occaſion of tri- 
umphing in their miſery. For if God 
ſhould fail his people in ſuch extre- 
mities, then their enemies would in- 
ſult over them, and reproach them, 
laying, Where is now your God ? What 
is become now of all your prayers, of 
all your confidence in God's help, of 
your reliance on him, and expectation 
of relief from him? This proud and 
reproachful triumph is that which 
God's people have ever prayed againſt, 
frequent inſtances whereof we have in 
the book of Palms. Nay, God him- 


ſelf declares, that he mercifully for- 
bears to uſe that ſeverity againſt them 
which their ſins deſerve, leſt their and 
his enemies ſhould thence take an oc- 
caſion of exulting. Thus we read in 


the 11 of Deuteronomy, I ſaid 1 
| C 2 would 


18 8 ER MON M. 
eould cutter them into corners, I would 
make the "remembrance "of them to ceaſe 
from among men, were it not that I 
feared the wrath of the enemy, and left 
their "adverſaries ſhould behave tbem- 
| ſelves firangely,” and ſay, Our hand is 
high, and the Lord hath not done all this. 
When he faith, Vere it not that. I 
feared the wrath of the enemy, he ſpeaks 
after the manner of men; but his 
meaning is, that though his people 
had given him ſufficient cauſe to deal 
moſt ſeverely with them, yet he was 
pleaſed to hold his band; and to uſe 
much greater moderation in correcting. 
them (than' otherwiſe he would have 
done) to een the e * 
3 7 


44 neat you the reaſons, 
at leaſt ſome of them, why God 
SR" relieves — people in their 
8 greateſt 


S E RMO N XI. as 


greateſt extremities, and not till then, 

I ſhall now apply what has been ſaid. 
Doth God ſuccour his people in their 

greateſt extremities? Then we may 
hence be encouraged to truſt in him 
to the uttermoſt, and not to caſt away 
our confidence, or yield to deſpair in 
our ſeveral trials. Let us be content- 
ed to wait till God's appointed time, 
for relieving us in our reſpective trou- 
bles and afflictions, be fully come: 
and though he make us expect long, 
yet let us not give way either to dif- 
couragement or impatience. Though, 

inſtead of that deſireable iſſue of our 
troubles, for which we earneſtly long, 
we ſhould meet with new difficulties 
and perplexities every day, yet let not 
all this put us out of heart, or make 
us weary of waiting. The more dark 

and cloudy the face of things is, the 

| 3 ſooner 


22 SERMON Ki. 
ſooner will they be at the worſt; then 
moſtly is God's i beg to ſtep in 
and relieve _ EPS 

Doth God come in to iſhceor and 
relieve his people in their greateſt ex- 
tremities? Then be perſuaded to 
make God your friend; labour to 
get an intereſt in his favour. who can 
_ Help you when none elſe can, and 
who will not fail to ſaccour you, 
when your neceflity ſhall be . as 
Ly e 12 we his help. | | 


Haring b. gotten an intereſt in his fa- 
your, walk humbly before him; have 
teſpect unto all his commandments ; 
allow not yourſelf in any ſin; do no- 
thing that may provoke him ta diſ- 
pleafure againſt you; nothing that 
may hide his face from you, or cauſe 

23 7 87 any 


SERMON XI. 23 


any diſtance or alienation b him 
— Endl, aig wet) 


Fa enki to: which Ry eure, 
rn unto God, and reſign yourſelves. 
up to his diſpoſal, for this we are 1 
commanded to do. Let ibem that * 
ſuffer according to the will of God, com- 
mit the keeping of their ſouls to him, as 
unto. a faithful Creator. In fo doing ER, 
we need not queſtion but that he will 
undertake for us, and ſecure us in 
ſuch ways, and ſo far as to his wiſ- 
dom ſhall ſeem beſt ; which is ſup- 
poſed, and neceſſarily implied, when 
he bids us commit ourſelves unto 
him, For, what man would ſay to 
his friend or minen © Commit 
yourſelf. to me,” unleſs he meant to 
take care of him; and of his concerns? 
If he intended uo ſuch matter, to bid 
C 4 him 


„„ s MON N. 


dim commit bimſelf td Hen were but 
b to betray him. Beſides, the apoſtles 


words imply, that God's faithfulneſs 

is engaged to keep thoſe who commit 

1 unto him. Les tbem com- 

| mit ile kerping , theirfauls to God, as 

f unto a gauge Creator. To which we 

may add theſe other expreſs promiſes, 

curetb font you; © raft thy" burthen upon 

the" Lord, and be ſball ſiſtain thee, be 

Hail never ſuffer the [righteous to be 

medi Thou: wit Ari dum in perfect 

penuct, i aboje mind is ſtayed on tber, be- 

cauſe; hevtrufied in bee. Truft inthe 

"Bord fer ever; for in the Lord Felovab 

ir everlaſlung ftrungrhbh .. 
nee edge 10 bai reid _ 

Lady. Lit us diligently and con- 

ſeientiouſly attend onnuthe duties f 

that place and calling in vchich God 

mit a hath 
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hath placed us. Commit the keeping of 
your ſouls to him in well doing, ſaith St. 


Paul. 80 alfo the Pfalmiſt;- Truf in 


the Lord and do good, ſo ſbalt thou dwell 


in the land, and verily thou ſhalt be fed. 


Whatever calamities may be hanging 
over our heads, in what way of Provi- 
dence ſoever God may be acting to- 
wards us, it is good and ſafe to be 
found in God's way, and duly em- 
ployed in that work which he hath 
aſſigned us: Bleſſed is the ſervant 
whom his maſter «when he cometh Das 
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Joux vi. 17. 
F any man will do bis will, he ſhall 
- know of the dofirine, whether it be 


of God, or whether I La of my- 
IE 


HE true reaſon why many, even 

in thoſe places where chriſtianity 

is preached, cannot be prevailed upon 
to believe the goſpel, and become true 
chriſtians, will, I believe, upon enqui- 
ry, be found not to ariſe from any real 
objections they may have formed 
againſt the truth of the chriſtian re- 
velation, 
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velation, but from their own per- 
verſe will and evil diſpoſitions. For 
they know, from their natural no- 
tions of good and evil, that any re- 


velation. coming from a pure and 


| holy God, muſt croſs their evil de- 


ſigns and affections, and conſequently 
they are averſe to enquire after divine 


truths, in which, as long a AS they lead 


the lives they do, they can promiſe 
themſelves but little comfort or ſatis- 
faction: ſo that to enable men fairly 
to examine the truth of a divine reve- 


lation, and to acknowledge it upon 
| full and ſufficient evidence, there muſt 


be ſuch a diſpoſition of mind to re- 


ceive whatever may appear to be the 


will of God, as may enable them to 
be impartial judges. This, our Sa- 
viour requires of us,. lien he fays 
in the text, If ary man will do the will 
noHng9? | o 
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of God he ſhall know of the ducis ine, 
whether it be of God, or "vhether Tjpeak 
Fon myſelf ; his meaning plainly is, who- 
eyer is ſincerely reſolved to do what- 
ſoever he already knoweth to be God's | 
will and pleaſure, antecedently to 
thoſe lights and advantages which are 
afforded in the goſpel, this man ſhall 
aſſuredly receive and embrace Chriſt's 
doctrines and religion, wheniſoever they 
are fairly propounded to him; or, in 
other words, virtue and merality are 
the proper foundations of belief in the 
goſpel, and the oY Tore PRO 


bor its de. eee 02 9 inan 
1. ads! * true, ain there is 'a 

Song preſumption (and I think un- 
doubted) that vice and immorality, 
though not always, yet in many caſes, 
0 obſtruct. our believing the 

| | doctrines 


% SERMON XI. 
docttines of Chriſt, and always have 
a tendency to obſtruct our belief. He 
that doeth the will ſhall know of the doc- 
trine, faith our Lord, whether it be of - 
God. The will here to be done, is 
that law of God which is written on 
men's hearts, and all thoſe natural 
notices of religious and moral duties, 
all that light and knowledge, however 
attained, which is previous and ante- 
en to the goſpel mien. by 


| 8 y the — of- all religion 
he in thoſe notions which men uni- 
verſally have concerning good and evil, 
from the moral principles implanted 
in their nature. So long as a man 
retains a ſenſe of them, ſo as to be 
touched or affected by them, ſo long he 
is a capable ſubject of religion; but if 
you ee him either to have loſt 
8211101 1 . this 


3 
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ent as ed and ib or hv DC 
impaired it by wicked living, that he 
no longer perceives the force of moral 


obligation, he becomes thencefor ward 
not only unfit for the practice of re- 
ligion, but unqualified to make any 
fair or right judgment about it, or to 

receive thoſe convictions of its truth 
which all other men, in whom this 
ſenſe remains vigorous and entire, are 
thereby n ane _ to re- 


ceive. 55 


At the Fer a it is remarkable 
of this ſenſe, or faculty, or by what 
other name ſoever we call it, that of 
all the powers of the mind, it is the 
moſt liable to be hurt and rendered 
uſeleſs. Nothing, indeed, but an ob- 
ſtinate courſe of wickedneſs can do a 
man this miſchief, but this may do it 
effectually. 


2 SERMON - XII. 


_ effetudlly. This may ſo corrupt and 


adultetate that genuine taſte of good - 
neſs, may ſo darken the eye of his 
mind. by which alone he can truly 


perceixe the force of moral obligation, 


that he ſhall be no longer able to 
make any certain or proper judgment 
io morality, though he may preſerve 
his reaſon and judgment upon other 


ſuhjects (the underſtanding of which 


depends not upon this faculty) ſtill 


— 


clear and n 95135 
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-iMhenever: ee -we - -perotive 


men to qutlive their ſenſe; of that 
knowledge of God and religion, and 


duty, which they have from the light 
of nature, and then call the principles 


and evidences of revealed religion into 
queſtion, we ought by no means to 


Anme nes . that the prin- 
Alto 9 029 | Ns 
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PW of religion are really erb- 
uͤble, or that there is not as good evi- 
dence. for them as for other acknow-- 
ledged truths; but we ſhould rather 
argue, that theſe men have ſome of 
their natural endowments: (which it 
was not in their power to deſtroy by 
their ſenſuality) left them entire; and 
that as to all thoſe ſubjects about 
which thoſe: powers and faculties are 
exerciſed, they judge and act like other 
men; but that faculty, or ſenſe, where- _ 
by they ſhould diſcover the force of 
moral obligations, and conſequen tly 
perceive, the evidences for religion in 
their full ſtrength, in order to make 
a true and equal judgment; of it, is 
either loſt, or wretchedly diſabled ; - 
that the eye of their underſtanding 
is in this reſpect darkened and 10 
bo the. influence of ſenſuality, | 
vol. IT, D 0 in 
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| -- In the ſame degree or proportion, 
"wah that this moral ſenſe is 


diminiſhed or impaired in any man 
by his wiekedneſs and ſenſuality, in 
the ſame degree and proportion he is 
rendered a leſs competent judge of 
thoſe valuable TY 'of . we 
ed ag ee e 

515 In ſhort, views and dy will 
always be loft, in proportion as the 
appetites have dominion. Thus, For 
inſtance, the ſenſual man who labours 
in the gratification” of his own paſ- 
— Hons, and propoſes no other end than 
do ſerve himfelf, nay, the worſt part 
of himſelf; in all his actions; this man 
overlooks the duties he owes to his 
fellow creatures, and caſts behind him 
We by alt cone n for the more pe- 
3 but all 


„ — 
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WE; 
fegard for thoſe of natural conſcience, 


ſuch as juſtice, equity, and compaſſion. 


Thus, the covetous man is apt to de- 
fraud all he deals with, to betray the 
truſt committed to him, and to make 
à prey of the widow and the orphan 
unhappily placed under his protection. 
Thus, alſo, the ambitious man fills 
the world with violence and blood; 
facrificing his country, friends, and 
religion to his inſatiable defire of 

power. Thus, the libertine breaks the - 


bonds of friendſhip and hoſpitality, 
and entails diſhonour and reproach - 
upon thoſe who love him beſt; he lies 
in wait to betray unguarded inno- 
tence, and is content for the ſake of 
gratifying his ' unlawful paſſion, to 
bring ſhame, remorſe of conſcience, 
and all the evils of life upon a fellow 
creature. All theſe fin in this man- 
HO D 2 „ 
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ner without the leaſt compunRion-of 
heart, ſo effectually do vice and im- 
morality extingaiſ.che- -force: oſ na? 
tural conſeience, leaving a man not 
even reaſon: and religion enough to 
repent: of his iniquities. The mind 
| by degrees loſes all rel for ſerious 
tracts an hardneſs by long acquaint- 
' ance with ſin, and is armed with a 


kind of indifference to al region, to 
10 duty 1 ones to God or an. 


* 


Oo big git! end 10 100 


Bot though men; who WARP 
in ſenſuality, are unapt for ſerious re- 
flections, and indiſpoſed to receive 
| he great truths contained in revealed 
religion, yet, how Mall we account 
for the infidelity, of thoſe, ho are 
obſerved. to be grave and thinking 
* They infidelity muſt been 5 
1 2 (] TOs 


Pu 


+ 
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upon ſome other principle than that 
which we have hitherto ſuppoſed. 


Now, this principle ſeems to be a 
ſtrong attachment to ſecular and ſordid 
intereſts; all thoſe mean, ſelf. regards, 

which are the offspring either of co 


vetouſneſs or pride; which, though 
they may not directly affect the un- 


derſtanding, yet pervert and corrupt 
che will to a great degree, and give it 


a ſtrong bias againſt the reception of 
5 (ls of the me” 


* 4 ot 9. 1 
4 


15 


ws wu to one pln this wow vit, 


covetouſneſs, we cannot, indeed, fo 
cloſely argue from the remarks made 
in ſcripture upon the unbelieving Jews 
with reſpect to it, becauſe the caſes 
there put of parting with all to follow 
Chriſt; are not caſes of common trial 

my temptation Tiſhall therefore omit . - 
Alte D 3 it, 
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wd - though much might. be ſaid of the 
| , prejudices, which the love of money, 
and of this world's good will create 
againſt the admiſſion of a doctrine, fo 
contrary to all ſecular /intereſts, as is 
that of the chriſtian religion. But the 
other branch, pride, in all its forms, 
and with all its train, is as proper a 
topic to argue from, when we would 
account for infidelity at this day, as 
wanne , x 099! 5 


Let ĩt EDT Ia be ed, 1 50 
our Saviour in my text, directs it as 
the ſureſt and moſt proper expedient 
for attaining to faith in the goſpel, 
that a man ſhould ſtudy to approve 
himſelf to God, by doing his will and 
pleaſure as far as it is known to him. 
To do his will is to ſeek his praiſe; 
4 vl be eee forther 


and 


dl his laws. 
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and. clearer knowledge of himſelf and 
But, if this be true, then 


is the inference good, that whoſoeyer., 


ſeeks the praiſe of men, more than the | 


praiſe of God, takes the ready way to 


goſpel; nay, he may fo far indulge 
his ambition of pleaſing men, as to 
forfeit his capacity of becoming a ſer- 
yant . or. diſciple of Chriſt. This is 


one of the reaſons which our Bleſſed 
Lord himſelf. gives, why ſome of his 


hearers could not believe on him, be- 
cauſe they ſought benaur one of anotber, 


Cod. 


This was * known fault of the 


Phariſees, who both took a great pride 


in thinking differently from the-reſt of 


their nation, and deſpiſing all others 
F D 4 who 


cauſe obſtructions in his belief of the 


and ſought not the honour that cometh # 
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who would not aſſent to their te 
- and alſo a great deal of pains to 


«over Proſelytes to their opinions. The 
effects of which proved very fatal to 
them, and muſt neceſſarily be ſo to 
all who are of the ſame temper; for, 
it is the hardeſt thing in the world, 
to wean à man from any notions 
which he hath thus coneeitedly taken 
up, and ſuperciliouſſy propagated; 
vanity being of all human paſſions, 
one of the moſt politive and n 


_— . 1 : 


* 


No, . e eb of 
men are the ſame they always were, 
what are we to expect, but that, in 
theſe days alſo, mere pride, affecta- 
tion of fingularity, and defire to have 
thejr perſons held in admiration,” will 
cauſe ſome men to overcome thoſe evi- 
dences for * truth of religion, which 
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had they but known themſelves; or 
been in any degree humble and docile; 
would have overcome them? Con- 
ſequently, how can we wonder, if men 
of this temper do very boldly oppoſe 
themſelves againſt the nen _ 
dene me e nur 417 eaohens;ofs 


But links; ran you us hy 
how can conceit ſo affect a man in 


his way of thinking, as to render him 
incapable of judging of thoſe evidences 
for the truth of the goſpel, the force 
of which moſt _ W Supra 


e bebe 077 19% | d 


Py 4 - 
ti | , 5 69318 4 12 
3 © 1 1 11 714 


FT werden OW — our no- 
tions from experience (and unleſs we. 
do ſo, we ſhall certainly take wrong 
meaſures of mankind) we ſhall find 


W mn. dalia. or not 
believing 


* 
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belicving n-thing, does not more de- 
pend upon the credibility or incredi- = 
bility of the thing itſelf. propoſed to 
them, than upon the temper and diſ- 
poſition of mind wherewith they re- 
_ crive the repreſentations of it, which 
are made to them. We are forward 

to believe what we deſire, and very 
backward and flow. i yielding our 
aſſent to any thing that croſſes our 
inciinations. As a man in the heat 
98 will not hear rea - 
fon, eſpecially from him who hath 
provoked” him, ſo that man who is 


duoyed up by his own conceit and 


the ſuffrage of others, or hurried: with 


4 ſpirit af contradiftion, is proof 


againſt demonſtration itſelf, where it 
frrikes at, and overturns his own be- 


bored concluſions ; eſpecially if ſuch 


ee . 
thoſe 
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thofe-wham he has already learned to 
deſpiſe, or who he imagines look upon 
* him — is. "C1 

ie! +4; wh . | | 

2426, ee Ml bt ”" 

chriſtian religion, however generally 
acknowledged and embraced, happen 
to be diſputed and oppoſed by men 
of this untoward diſpoſition, it is no 
more than we may expect; for vanity 
ſupplies the place of all other pre- 
judices with reſpect to perverting 
the will, znd thereby interrupting 
the underſtanding, and preventing a 
ſound judgment. We (annot, in- 
deed, certainly judge of men's private 
thoughts and diſpoſitions nor can 
we determine in any particular per- 
fon, what may be the reigning and 
principal motive to infidelity, or the 


anne 
> others 
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others do, but we may make general 
concluſions from : what has been ſaid. 
[As we are very ſure that the cauſes 
5 aſſigned by our Lord for infidelity hold 
in reaſon to this day, ſo we need make 
no doubt but that they hold alſo in 
fact, and the rather becauſe it is hard 
to diſcover. any t mne 9943 
thing in queſtion. b MXI&worh: adi. 


J 
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Certainly it is of: no berker con · 
ance: that we are able to give 
ſome account of this matter. It takes 
off, an ohjection, which, could it 
not be. anſwered; would go a great 
May with ſome men towards the un- 
: ſettling them in the very Principles of 
religion; for, ſince all thoſe who have 
| gone through acourſe of human learn- 
ing. are ſp generally agreed in the 
principles ne. and all who 
% have 


Eamon a4 
have had a liberal education in the 
maxims of good breeding and rules of 
civility; and all who have ſeen the 
world, and tranſacted buſineſs in it; 
differ not much in the wayof managing 
the common affairs of human life; ĩt | 
ſhould ſeem very ſtrange that they, 
who judge ſo like in moſt things, 
mould look with ſuch different eyes 
| upon religion, which; of all others, 
is the greateſt and deareſt intefeſt they 
have in the world, eſpecially as to the 
moſt important point, whether that be 
true or falſe, upon which: thoſe! inva- 
luable We do abſolutely en | 
ne et eiten ihne 
ee avs this matter is rightly | 
Explained and underſtood, it appears, 
hat for that very reaſon, becauſe ro- 
gion doth ſo. nearly touch mens in- 
tereſts, becauſe it is of .  procigion | 
a2 con- 


Nut- 
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a concern to them, either to embrace 
it heartily, and live up to it, or elſe, 
if poſñble, to convince themſelves that 
they are under no ſuch obligations 
(which is the only way either to make 
their own minds and lives tolerably 
excuſe for their manner of living) 
therefore, of all other truths, tlie 
| e vibe eee 


eee tu U Hiri N. 
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24 eee howitclaſhes 
with their ſecular ſchemes and deſigns, 
how directly it thwarts their paſſions 
and irregular appetites, and what'un- 
welcome reſtraints it lays upon their 
purſuit of what they think their 
worldly- - happineſs, ve muſt neceſſa- 
rily perceive what ſtrong temptations 


— e 
ol its yoke. 
Laſtly. 
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„ Laſtiy. If ſome truths chen be 
more generally owned, and agreed 


|  upon:than/ others, it is not always 


purely - becauſe: thoſe truths carry 
greater evidence in them than the 
others, which are ſometimes diſputed 
or denied, but becauſe men are gene- 
rally better diſpoſed for judging of, and 
giving aſſent to, truths of one kind. 
rather than thoſe of another. If every 
man, for inſtance (as has been often 
and well obſerved) was as much con- 
cerned in preſent intereſt, or as much 
tempted through pride, or luſt, not to 
believe a mathematical demonſtration, 
as ſome men are concerned and tempt - 
ed not to believe the chriſtian reli- 
gion, there would perhaps be found 
as many at leaſt, who would deny the 
evidence of ſcience, as there are who 
10090 m . of eee Could 
b n Me 1) RON 
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2 man eaſe an aching heart, or ſtifle an 
All- boding reflection; could he hope 
tio free himſelf from the ſtings of con- 
Teience; and the apprehenſions of the 
tterrors of the next world; or could 
krery ambitious mam feed his own 
fancy,” and gratify his thirſt of po- 
Polar applauſe, by diſputing the moſt 
duident eoncluſions in geometry; I 
doubt not but we might expect to 
meet with ſome ſmart efforts of hu- 
man wit and reaſon, towards deſtroy- 
ing all mathematical certainty. ' Nay, 
if men's vices did as much debauch 
their reaſon and under ſtanding in mat- 
ters of civil life, as in things pertain- | 
ing to religion and - conſcience, we 
mould perhaps be as little agreed in 
Sur behaviour one towards another, 
or in the ordinary management of 
our worldly affairs, as we are about 
Souipduportant articles of religion. 
+> Lal 
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I ſhall conclude us ſcour with 
wno inferences 5 | 


l. We may ke 1 what has | 

been ſaid, the great reaſon of infidelity 
in the world. If any man be an inſi- 
del, it 18 not becauſe there 1s not ſufh- 
cient evidence that chriſtianity is from 
God, but becauſe men's intereſts and 
paſſions make them partial and 1 income 
petent judges of matters of religion. 
The evidence of the chriſtian religion 
druch as recommends it to every | 
man's reaſon and conſcience; fo. that 
(as St, Paul argues) F the goſpel be 
bid, it is hid to them that are hoſt; in 
abem the God of this world hath blinded 

the minds of them that believe not, left 
the light of the glorious goſpel of Chriſt, 
who is the. image of On, ava 
unto them, . . TTY CREE 
vol n E  When 


115 


x — 
b 3 8 * A V ** * 
S ERMON XII. 


When therefore we ſee men Livin 8 
as without God in the world, neglect- 
ing every duty enjoined them in the 
goſpel, not only looking upon the 
more abſtruſe parts of it as things of 
no conſequence, but can ſcarce be 
prevailed upon to pay any regard ta 
the plainer precepts of religion, ſuch 
as paying their duty to God in his 
houſe, keeping the ſabbath holy, or 
doing to others as they would be done 
unto; we may be confident that their > 
lives, if we knew all, are flagrarifly 
defective; becauſe, if they lived up to 
the principles of natural religion, they 
would be eaſily convinced that chriſti- 
anity, which is 8 conſonant thereto, 
Wy N 8 
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= My. What Naa dem gd! is a great 
argument for obedience and holineſs 
bf life, Do we deſire not to be miſ- 


taken 
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taken about the mind of God? Let 
us heartily endeavour to do his will. 
If we would not be ſeduced by the 
error of the wicked, let us take heed 
of their vicious practices. The beſt 
way, certainly, to preſerve a right 
judgment in matters of religion, 1s to 
take great care of a good life. The 
principles of natural religion are born 
with us, and imprinted upon our 
minds, ſo that no man can be igno- 
rant of them, nor need to be miſtaken 
about them; and as for thoſe revela- 
tions which God hath made of himſelf 


to the world, he hath been pleaſed to 


accompany them with ſo much evi- 
dence, that an honeſt and ſincere 
mind may eaſily diſcern them; for our 
Saviour hath aſſured us, F any man 
aoill do the will of God, be ſhall know of 
the doctrine, whether it be of God, or 


whether T ſpeak of myſelf. 
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TN wg — AK of St; 
Matthew is the hiſtory of our 
Lord's ſolemn entry into Jeruſalem, 
attended with the loyal homage; and 
loud hoſannas, of a vaſt multitude of 
ſuch as had heard his Hes: 
ſeen his miracle. 


Wen, therefore,” the chief of the 
Jews ſaw him thus ſaluted as the ſon 
„ of 


- 
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of David, that is, as the promiſed 
Meſſiah, in the very metropolis of 
their nation, they came to him the 
next morning, as he was teaching in 
the temple, and demanded of him by 
what authority he aſſumed that cha- 
racter? They who had the evidence 
of John's preaching, whom the gene- 
rality. of them looked upon as a true 
prophet; who had, beſides, opportu- 
nity enough of being informed of the 
miracles which © Chriſt | himſelf hai 
wrought, needed, he thought, no an 
{wer to ſuch a query. He Ae 
reproves their infidelity in three para- 
bles, that of the two ſons, that of the 
_ rebellious huſbandmen; and that of 
the marriage of the king's ſon. il rol 


e further 8 at os 
24 FRY, T wa thei | 
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vour to catch him in his words, that 
they might pick an accuſation out f 
ſome of his anſwers. The firſt were 
the two oppoſite ſects, as to civil obe- 
dience, the Phariſees and the Hero- 
dians. The Phariſees thought it un- 
latyful to pay the Roman tribute, be- 
cauſe it was à tenth, and the tenth 
by their law was due to God. The 
Herodians paid their court to the Ro—-— 
mans, and cared not for religion; ſo 
that ſhould. our Lord allow the law- 
fulneſs of tribute, the populace, who 
were led by the Phariſees, would hate 
him, and ſhould he deny it to be la w- 
ful, the Roman governour would lay 
hold of him. But his anſwer diſ- 
appointed them both. After theſe he 
ſilences the Sadducees, a ſect of free- 


thinkers, who denied the doctrine of a 
E * | reſur- 


%% 
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tual ſubſtance, or c any mp . 
ne ee 


» W949 wn t . Ti 3 
Then come the Pharifcevina tas. 
and one of them queſtioned him; ſo the 
expreſſion is in St. Matthew, which 
means no more than one among the 
brought to diſpute with Jeſus; nay, St. 
Mark calls him a Scribe, and St. Luke 
ſays, there were more Scribes than one 
preſent. Now, the Scribes, or interpre- 
ters of the law of Moſes, were a diffe- 
rent ſect to the Phariſees in religious 
reſpects. The Phariſees held a mul- 
titude of traditions, or an unwritten 
oral rule of faith, to be of equal or 
greater authority than the holy ſcrip- 
tures. But the Lawyers, or Scribes, 
Nh Joſephus calls the Karaites) 
7 ſtuck 


90 : l 4 is 
* bn , i 
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 8$BRMON-Xllk of 
ſtuck to the written law, and rejected 
all other traditions, So far they were 
right, but then they made ſuch grie- 
vous gloſſes and comments upon the 
ſcriptures, as neither they nor their 
3 wy able 2 . 3 251 bart | 

Vil #4111 | 
One of theſe Seribes, Pt REP i 
law: of Moſes, the Phariſees thought 
would be able to confound our Saviour 
ceived fo full and ſatisfactory an an- 
ſwer to his firſt queſtion, | die 
one dere to * him any” more, 


1 then himſelf propoſes to thee 
great caſuiſts, what their opinion was 
concerning the extraction of their 
Meſſiah, of whoſe office and dignity 
they were ſo much concerned to be 
* inſtructed. To this they imme» 

7 diately 


= * 
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* 
Uiately: anſwer, as it was evidently 


foretold of him, that he was to de- 
ſend: from the family and ſtock of 
David. This was indeed literally true 
of Chriſt as to the fl fleſh, but they, who 
had ſet their hearts only on- the tem- 
-poral grandeur of the Meſſiah, little 
. Ureamt'of his divine extraction, and 
knew not how to diſtinguiſh' between 
that and his deſcent from David; he 
therefore ſubjoins this further query, 
do which theſe captious — were 

. Tt var Of e 
- You _ TY law David i in the 
toth"Pfalm ſpeaks of the Meſſiah, 
for ſo your own commentators have 
interpreted this pſalm. Now it is 
plain he there ſpeaks of Chriſt as 


is ſuperior; and that in an infinite 


degree; be Riles him (Adoni) his Lord; 
yet 


ht I 
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yet he introduces him as ſpoken to by 
God, in the ſame form as we dif< 
tinguiſh two perſons; (Jehovah) The 
Lord ſaid unto (Adoni) ed Lord, ff 
4 ae "_ Songs" u 

1 
17 "Dowd nn call — his 
Lord, hot is be his Som? The Son of 
David and the Lord of David? His 
ſuperior and inferior too? If he be 
the Son of David, anſwer me, how is 
he Lord of David? If the Lord of 
David, ho is he inferior to bim, n 
| deſcended from him ? u 


This queſtion he eringelit talks us 
theſe learned men of the Moſaic law 
were not able to reſolve. They were ſo 

_ utterly ſilenced and confounded, that 

ftom hence they were diſcouraged from 
endeavouring to puzzle him with queſ- 
it tions, 


„ Sanol , 
petior to themſelves i in the knowletlge 


WT? # Hani: 
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But, thanks — Cod, Lord 

himſelf and his apoſtles have taught 

usa to anſcher this queſtion,” which 

= perplexed” theſe jewiſh doctors. The 
7; faith which we chriſtians profeſs, re- 


(a. 


. ſolves the Pſalmiſt's . and 
3 | e 
© teaches us worn: 0 08.8 d 
EE | 1 1 75 % 4 | N 1 . * 
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rn, How gain onthe del 
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25 it. How he is the Son of Da- 

=. vid: for ſo ſeveral paſſages of the: Old 

N ' Teſtament foretold that Chriſt ſhould 
__ be. Ren eentebn⸗ 
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In the Second Bock of Samuel we 
have the Lord's promiſe to David, 
y bouſe, and tiy kingdum, and thy 
throne ſhall be eftablifhed for ever before 

mo. The ſame promiſe is repeated in 

che eighty-ninth pſalm, I babe made 

à covenant with my choſen, T have fiworn 
unto David my ſervant ; thy ſeed ſhall 
I eftabliſh for ever, and build up thy 
throne to all generations.” Again, Da- 
vid's ſeed will T make to endure for ever, 
and bis tbrone as the days of heaven. 
Now, that this promiſe can only be 
fulfilled in the kingdom of Chriſt, is 
evident, becauſe the temporal reign of 
the poſterity of David has long fince 
failed. There has been no govern- _ 
ment in Iſrael fince our Saviour was 
upon earth, and the government of 
the jewiſh nation had been long be- 
fore that period, even from the time 
975 | of 


. 
— 
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py the Maccabees, in the Aſmonzan 


family, who were prieſts, and of the 
tribe of Lexi; and after that under 
kt me den but halt a Jew, and 
not related to the royal line; nay, I 
* — at this time, it will be difficult 


For any Jew to . * Nw 
. Ne . 


= ad 1 


a — aki e eee * David's 


poſterity. has long age. ceaſed as to any 


temporal royalty, the aforeſaid pro- 
miſes of perpetuity to David's poſte- 
Hal can only be verified in the king- 
dom of Chriſt, which was to continue 
to. the end of the. wil. tial 5 


4 +" * 
MEE AT by: 


28 Fbe prophet Daniel, in | the Cong 


the four beaſts, is told that thoſe four 
beaſts ſignify four kingdoms, viz. the 


Kd great * of the world, 
10 7 the 


10 
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the Aſſyrian, the Perſian, the Grecian, 
and the Roman, allwhich monarchies 
ſhould be deſtroyed. But he ſaw one 
like unto the Son of Man, that he 
came with the clouds of heaven, that 
is, with the higheſt dignity and ſu- 
premacy; and there was given him 
dominion, and glory, and a kingdom, 
that all people, nations, and lan- 
guages ſhould ſerve him; and where 
as thoſe other great monarchies ſhould 
all have their period, his dominion is 
an everlaſting dominion which ſhall, 
not paſs away, and, his * that 

which ſhall not be eee 4 
The ſame is gad in the! ragte 
tation of Nebuchadnezzar's dream. In 
. the days of theſe kings ſhall the God of - 
heaven ſet up a kingdom which ſhall 
never mM FOO ; and the kingdom jhall 
not 


3 * SERMON XII. 
e de he io aller fahle, bur it ſoall 
gps — * mg 


0 ger oh if 


11 den in "RY places, is e 
ſpoken of the Meſſiah, the tone which 
wa aur out of the. mountain without 

hands ; and in the other text, one lile 
una the San f M. The prophet 

Micah alſo ſpeaking of the reſtoration 
of Iſrael, ſays, I, the Lord, ſball reign 
ei . ion, nw bence- 
Are e eue. 
n 40 id 
A perggtuity). Pg dominion being 

8 promiſed to David's poſte - 
* rity, and the ſame promiſe in the ſame 
terms made to the Meſſiah, and there 
being now no dominion in David's 
poſterity, except the mediatorial king- 


a alata it is plain that theſe 
n prophecies 


yd 
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prophecies meant that Chriſt ſhould 


as * W 8 _— Tr 


And this by oe imeryet thee 


prophecies in his ſalutation to the 
virgin, in St. Luke, ' Thou ſhalt bring 
orib a ſor. He ſhall be great, and 
ball be called the Son of the Higheft, 
and the Lord God ſhall give unto Bim 
the throne of . his father David; and be 
ſhall reign; over "the. houſe of Jacob for 
every. _ 90 2 bis een there OY 10 | 

03 e OH 

Iſaiah alooforetells that Chriſt a 
| ſhould come of the family of David. 
There ſhall come forth a rod out of tbe 
em of Jeſſe, and a branch ſhall grow 
out. of bis roots. Jeremiah alſo teſtifies 
the ſame, The days come, faith'the Lord, 
that I will raiſe unto oo 4 ri 'ghteous 
YOL, u. F { branch, 


Fa 
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branch, and a king Hall reign and prof- 
per; and this is bis name whereby be 
ſhall be called, the Lord our Righte- 


In both theſe places the 
eee only true concerning the 
Meffiah, eſpecially becauſe no other 
king of Judah, no other branch of 
David, could be properly ſtiled Jeho- 
| e our — | 


. Thus it is e ben a En- 
tures that Chriſt was to be the Son of 
David, and the anſwer of theſe Jews 
was true as to this point. That this 
alſo was the current opinion among 
them, appears from their ohjecting, 


tat Jeſus came out of Galilee. Heath 


not the ſcripture ſaid, that Chrift cometh 
P the ſeed of David, and out of the town 
of Bethlebem where David was? The 
chuck Ow and _— told Herod 
EE! | the 
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the ſame, and alledged this paſſage for 
it, «Thou Berhlebem Epbratab, though 
thou be little among the thouſands of Fu- 
dah, yet out of thee ſhall be come forth, 
that is to be ruler in Tfrael, whoſe gu- 
ings jr hove been _ an JP" ever- 


1 5 us now enen how it ap- 
pears that Jeſus, whom we believe 
to be Chriſt, did anſwer theſe pre- 
dictions in being deſcended from 
David. Though we had no other 
proof of this, but barely the affir- 
mation of the authors of the New 


it is plain thoſe authors were in- 


ſpired, becauſe they confirmed what 
they taught by various miracles, and 
therefore cannot deceive us in what 


they teach or aſſirm. Now, in the 
0 „ 
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_ epiſtle to the Romans, we are told 
that Jeſus Chrift our Lord was made of 
the ſeed of David according to the fleſh ; 
and St. Peter ſays, he was 'the fruit of 
IE N ee to the . * 


\ 


But 8 a e yet 
the proof of this truth is more explicit 


than a bare affirmation. -' Zacharias, 
the huſband of Elizabeth, was a Jewifh 


prieſt, a man of unſpotted reputation, 


" Had his ſtation and preferment in the 


temple, and was moſt unlikely to give 
a falſe account. Hie and his wife 

were intimately acquainted with our 
been reſident three months in his 

houſe when ſhe was pregnant of our 
Saviour, and known to be ſo by Eli- 
ack; He bleſſes God upon that 
pan for Ow a up an born 
of 
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of ſalvation in the bouſe F his ene 

1 N n dite cores RM 
N WOA At 08 A g on Mr 
The An an alt other nations 
were extremely careful of their pedi- 
grees, and moſt of them, eſpecially 
the royal family and the prieſts, could 
trace their deſcent even from Adam. 
This was often of very great moment 
to them in the civil and religious po- 
lity of that nation; and the provi- 
dence of God ordered it ſo, becauſe it 
was one ſtrong proof of our Lord's 
being the true Meſſiah. We have 
therefore two evangeliſts that give us 
our Lord's pedigree, without any col- 
luſion, verbatim, as they found it upon 
record, one from Abraham, and the 
other from the firſt common parent of 
all mankind; in both of theſe the pa- 


rentage of our Lord is reckoned from 
| F $ - David. 


þ 


CY 
KY | 
N 
= 
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ſhew, that Jeſug Chriſt is the ſon of 


David. St. Matthew lays ſo much 
ſtreſs upon this point, that he entitles 
his goſpel, the Book of the Generation, 


en Pedigree of Feſus Cbriſt, "the Sun of 


David, ' the Son of Abrabam, as if the 
main end of his writing it was to 


David and Abraham. But here jt 
may be objected againſt the pedigrees, 
how do they prove the deſcent of our 
Lord from David, when they both 
only give an account of Joſeph's an- 
ceſtors, whoſe natural fon our Lord 
was not, but fay nothing of his mo- 


tber Mary's lineage, from whom alone 


Chriſt was really deſcended. Beſides 
this, every ordinary reader may ob- 


ſerve the contradiction between them; 


st. Matthew fays, faceb begat Foſeph, 
and draws his deſcent from David 
through Solomon; but St. Luke ſays, 
Titik! Th BE „ 


| 8 E K MON XII. 57 
te was the fox of Heli, and follows the 


line up to David another way e 
| ROY and not nm. 


ro theſe objeftions it may ſerve 
as one anſwer, that it cannot be fup- 
poſed theſe two evangeliſts ſhould be 
read by all the antient enemies of 
chriſtianity, and yet none ſtart the 

objection, nor any of its defenders 
take notice of it, unleſs there were in 
thoſe days ſome known and my "y 
of moi them. 


What may be ma at this _ | 
is, that the jewiſh pedigrees were pub- 
licly preſerved in a proper office in the 
temple, and might be ſearched and 
ſeen at any time while the temple 
ſtood ; that there were pedigrees both 
of the natural and adopted line, ſo 

| F 4 that 


that a perſon had often a legal pas» 
rentage different from his natural, and 
both upon record; that no woman's 
name was in theſe regiſters, but you 
were to find her by her father or her 
huſband's name, the firſt in common 
caſes, the latter in caſes of an heireſs; 
for, when the male iſſue failed, then 
the heireſs was obliged to marry 
one of the ſame tribe, and his name 
was inſerted in her father's line, as 


ritance, and he, and his iſſue by her, 
were accounted the lawful nue of ep 


Lg o 
Y. K+, & « % *>+ #* * 5 ren 
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What * eee contra- 
| diction between St. Matthew and St. 


Luke. It vaniſhes entirely upon theſe 
ſuppoſitions, that the father of the 
5 Virgin Mary had no male iſſue; that 
J ct 1 ſhe 


having a right to her father's inhe- 8 


— 
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ſue muſt be of the ſame tribe with her 
eſpouſed huſband; that Joſeph muſt 
have two pedigrees upon record, the 
one his natural, the other his legal 
pedigree, and that one of theſe muſt 
of courſe be the natural genealogy of 
Mary his wife, and of een her real, 
but his nen e N 
— 15 a ts {RY 
lam apt to think) hs ds we 
in St. Matthew. is the natural parentage 
of the Bleſſed Virgin, Joſeph being 
only conſidered in it as the huſband of 


Mary; and the word “e begat, in the 


Greek, may be conftrued' as well of 
adoption as natural paternity. 80 
Jeconiah, whom the prophet - Jere- 
miah threatens, that he ſhould die 
childleſs, gat Salathiel, who outlived 
him, and whom St. Luke calls the-fon 
1 Neri. Chriſt likewiſe 1s deſcended 

from 
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ſrom Zorobabel by Abiud in St. at- 
thew, and by Rheſa in St. Luke. So 
mat, Jacob begat Foſeph, the buſband 
of pay? may ſignify no more, * 
den, buſband. 


1 "I # "wan 
— 1 3 


bens are baum . ig 
corroborate this opinion. For St. Mat- 
_ thew, writing firſt; and with a parti- 
cular view to this point, and counting 
he equal number of generations, un- 
der each æra, from Abraham to Chriſt, 
as the promiſes of the Meſſiah were 
the natural lineage; while St. Luke, 
who wrote after, only to corroborate, 
not to confute St. Matthew, and to 
ſhew that Chriſt was deſcended from 


David, both by nature and by law, 


takes the legal genealog. 
1580 45 Another 


S ERMON XI. yg 


Another reaſon is, that though you 
read of our Lord's mother's ſiſter, via. 
Salome, the wife of Zebedee, yet there 
is no mention of a brother. A third 
argument 1s, that St. Luke is thought 
to have had his genealogy from the 
Roman enrollment (mentioned chap- 
ter ſecond) which was kept at An- 
tioch, where Euke ne 
A 19019 Mey 57 ; 
For theſs 0 1 believe hi 
| pedigree in St. Matthew to be the 
natural pedigree of Chriſt by the 
Holy Virgin, and that in St. Luke to 
be his wy i art by ty BH 


5 9-46 0408 


T J 


| Beſides theſe on grees, I nigh * 
to your conſideration, ſome foreign 
proofs that Chriſt was really what his 
UTI ſtiled him, the ſon of David. 
6 1 


ifs 
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The ſeverity of the Roman taxation, 
or enrollment of every perſon's name 
and family, is ordered by Providence 

4 proof of this important point. 
Obedience! to this brought not only 
Joſeph but the Virgin Mary from Na- 
ALuaxreth eee eee g 


5 David... by. 20 Ow ens 4s; 
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ws Thus far there is plain proof that 
yok the! ſon of David. If far- 
ther, you look-through the ſucceeding 
propheties, and compare one paſſage 
with another, according to the pro- 
phetic language, you have tlie ſame 
promiſe continued to David, not only 
by Iſaiah, Hoſea, and Jeremiah, but 
even after the captivity by Ezekiel, 
Daniel, Zechariah, and Malachi, when 


David's poſterity had loſt all temporal 
dominion. While they foretell the 
Wot + | deſolations 
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| Jefolations-6f the Jews, and the en 


tal- deſtruction of their temple, and 


abolition of their government, reli- 


ing. death, and humiliation of Chriſt; 


yet ſtill do they promiſe reſtoration 
and honour, and a kingdom to David. 


In the midſt of all their threats to diſ- 
obedient Iſrael, they riſe of a ſudden 
into raptures of joy for this happy 
triumph and glory of this future 
kingdom. I will only mention one 
remarkable paſſage out of a number 
that might be produced. The Chil- 


dren , Iſruel Jhall abide nuny days 


without 4 king, and without à prince; 
and uit bout a ſacriſice, and witluut an 
image, and: without terapbim, that is, 
they ſhall be neither 4 nation nor 4 
church, neither religious nor idolatrous, 
Hor a dong period of time. Afterwards 


. 


gion, and prieſthood, and the ſuffer⸗ 


full 
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Hall the children of 1ſrael return and 
2 ubm I will raiſe up unto 
_ them. Nevertheleſs, he himſelf tells 
5 us; bis kingdom is _not of this world. It 

is a ſpiritual rule over the mind, the 
conſcience, and the powers of the 
foul ; a rule to which all the power 
of thoſe who can only kill the body 
is as nothing; a power to which all 
the grandeur of earthly majeſty is but 
as ſlaviſn pageantry and deſpicable va- 
Vet, though Chriſt's kingdom be 
not of this world, it is in this world, 
and nom in a militant ſtate; though 
all things are put under him, yet all 
things are not yet ſubdued unto him, 
nor are all enemies yet brought to his 

n He reigns now in a ſtate 
| * 


bs 
- 


ga againſt it. He may remove his can- 
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of war, and we by baptiſm are liſted 
his ſubjects and ſoldiers. We know 
who is our captain and leader when 
we fight againſt ſin. The world, the 
fleſh; and the devil, are the enemies 
of his kingdom, as well as our hap- 
pineſs. He has conquered, and ſo 
ſhall we, if we are faithful to him. 
Infidelity and Antichriſt may war 
againſt his church or kingdom, but 
the gates of hell ſhall never prevail 


dleſtick, the light of his goſpel, from 
one nation to another, but his. church 
ſhall ſtill have a being ſomewhere, 
though militant, upon earth. | 


Thus, we fee, that the authority | 
of God's word is not invalidated by 
every difficulty, that puzzles us at this 
diſtance of time. The holy ſcriptures 
US. are 
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are 4 noble ſtudy, Well worthy. the 
ſearch of a gentleman ; an exerciſe fit 


for the brighteſt parts and politeſt 
education ; they are a magazine of 
the richeſt learning, and find matter 
for every talent; the more we ſearch, 
the more we wonder at the exact har- 
muy i there is in itſelf, and with all 
_—_— wiſdom and learning Red 


25 F 1 7 
% 18 at * 


" Inkdeliy takes ſhelter ing 5 
row! ignorance or groſſer malice, and 
the diſhoneſty of deceivers makes it 
neceſſary; to remoye ſome ſtumbling 
blocks, which. would be none to an 
dae fair reaſoner. Ka. kernel : 


9 


15 1 believe, God's 1 1 am per- 
ae that whenever it pleaſes God 
to accompliſh his own promiſe, infi- 


Nn, wall. have * fall, and true re- 
: ligion 


- 
— 
a 7 
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ion will triumph even in this world. 
But however that may be, let us all 
endeavour by our practice, to haſten 
that ſtate of Chriſt's kingdom, when | 
all enemies ſhall be ſubdued unto 
him. 


' Dia the Wiſe Men of the Eaſt tra- 
vel fo far to pay their homage to their 
newꝛ- born king lying in a manger ? 
Let us not refuſe him our due devo- 
tion, now he is at God's right hand. 
Let us learn from him to renounce the 
world, and ſet our hearts upon, and 

ſeek after, better things in heaven 
where he reigns. Let us learn from 

his example the duties of patience, 
meekneſs, and love, like his to us, 
to God, and to one another. Let 
his holy ſacrament be the ſign and ſeal 
of our continued faith, love, and alle- 
vol. 11. G giance. 


82 SERMON XIII. 


tance, © For thou art the King of 
Glory, O Chriſt. We believe that thou 
ſhalt come to be our judge; there- 
fore, 0 Son of David have mercy 
upon We, 15 „ 
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PRO. xvii. 26. latter part. . 


7 here is & friend, "oy ficte 60. * 
| en 4 brother. 5 


heart, ſo doth the fweetneſs f 4 


man's friend by hearty counſel, ſays the 
Wiſe Man. Such, indeed; is the ex- 


traordinary - excellence of friendſhip, 


that 1t was the principal circumſtance: 
which made David's affliction ſo intole- 
rable. His companion and his friend 
was put from him; and there could 
0 no aggravation of the miſery he 

G 2 endured, 


| A0 dintment- * define rejaber WR 


| 
| 
| 
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endured, when his own familiar find, 
in whom he truſted, was turned againſt 
him. This heroic virtue is pretended 
to by all, but underſtòod or practiſed 
by very few. Let us, therefore, leſt 
this precious bleſſing be driven out of 
the world, by the falſhood of thoſe 
ho pretend to practiſe it, let us ſee 
what minds are prepared to receiveand 
entertain it, by examining, firſt what 
in truth friendſhip is; next, what are 
its chief obligations; and laſtly, what 
perſons, by the excellence or corrup- 
tion of their natures, are capable or 
incapable of being poſſeſſed of it, and 
af partaking the effects of its influ- 

r i: SE” e ect 
Perhaps it is eaſier to deſcribe (as 
moſt men have done who have written 
of * than to A yet, 


I know 
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I know not why it may not rightly 
be defined to be an union between 
juſt and good men, for the advance- 


ment of their mutual honour and haf- 


pineſs. It hath. always been agreed, 
that there can be no friendſhip. but 
between good men, becauſe friendſhip 
can never be ſevered from juſtice, and 
conſequently can - never be applied to 
corrupt ends, Friendſhip neither re- 
guires-nor conſents to any thing that 
is not pure and ſincere ; they who in- 


troduce the leaſt ſpot into the portrai- 
ture of friendſhip, deſtroy all its beau- 


ty, and render it ſo deformed, that 
it cannot he known. Let us then 
examine from this definition, what 
the obligations of it are, and what 
friends are bound under that ſeal to 
do, or ſuffer for one another. 


1 The 


%, £4. - 4 
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The firſt and principal nn is, 
to affiſt each other with their counſel 
and advice; and becauſe the greateſt 
dement that keeps them together, is 
the opinion they have of each other's 
virtue, they'are'to watch, as carefully 
as is poſſible, that neither of them 
ſwerve from the ftrict rules thereof; 
and if the kaſt propenſity towards it 
be diſcovered, to apply admonition 
and reprehenſion to prevent a lapſe, 
He who ſees his friend do amiſs, and 
doth not do all he can to reform him, 
hath broken the laws of friendſhip, 
fince there 1s no one obligation of 
ſuch uſe and neceſſity. It is in truth 
ſo much the foundation of friendſhip, 
that, where that fails, the performance 
of all other offices is to no purpoſe. 
It may be obſerved further, that few 
men have ever fallen into any ſignal 
misfortune, 


SERMON XIV. 87 
misfortune, at leaſt not been over- 
whelmed by it, who have been poſ- 
| ſelled of a true friend. Counſel and 

reprehenſion was à duty in the Levi- 
tical law; Thou ſhalt in any wiſe rebuke 


thy neighbour, and not ſuffer fin' upon 
him ; and we are told of a Rabbi, who. 


thought it one of the principal cauſes 
of the deſtruction of Jeruſalem, that 
they had left off reproving one ano- 
ther, Wd 15 


There is no doubt, but that the not 


exerciſing this eſſential part of friend- 


ſhip with that ſincerity and plainneſs 
it ought to be exerciſed, hath been, 
and is, the occaſion of infinite miſ- 
chief. It hath almoſt annihilated this 


virtue, and brought it under reproach, 
as if proſtituted to all the vile offices 
of compliance with the infirmities and 


G4 vices 
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viees/of the perſon it regards. At i is 
thought to be a neceſſary office of 
friendſhip to conceal the faults of a 
friend, and make them to be thought 
much leſa than they are, and doubtleſs 
it is ſo. Every man ought to be very 
tender of the reputation of one he 
loves, and to labour that he may be 
is his duty with reference to others; 
but he is neither to leſſen nor conceal 
it to himſelf, who can beſt provide for 
his reputation, by giving no cauſe for 
aſperſion; and he, who in ſuch caſes 
_ gives not — to his e 
3 nn ok | 


p 


2 - Under this 8 may be 1 our 
endeavouring to advance the ſpiritual 
welfare of our friend, by exhortations 
and n to virtue, by ear- 


neſt 


1 
* 
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_ neſt and vehement difſuaſions from 
vice, and eſpecially by kind and gen- 
tle reproofs, where there is reaſon to 
preſume an offence has been commit 
ted. This is ſo peculiarly the duty of 
a friend, that there i is none beſides fo 
juſtly qualified for its execution. The 
reproofs of a relation may be thought 
to proceed from an affectation of ſupe- 
f riority; of an enemy, from a ſpirit of 
malice; and of an indifferent perſon. 
from pride or importance; and fo 
may be ſlighted. But when they come 
from one who loves us, when they 
come armed with all the warmth and 
ſincerity that an unfeigned friendſhip 
is known to dictate, they muſt of 
courſe take effect, and become irre- 


ſiſtible. Men have no great inelina- 


tion to be prying into their own de- 
formities, and have ſuch unwillingneſs 
NY - 5 | to | 
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to hear of their fault, that whoever 


undertakes the work, had need of a 
ſtrong pre- poſſeſſion in his favour ; 
and therefore the friend, who alone is 
qualified for it, acts the part of a 
flatterer, and betrays the offender into 
ſecurity, when he ſees him commit 
things worthy of blame, and yet 
ilently overlooks them. Open reproof, 
_  fays the Wiſe Man, is better than ſuch 
 fecret love; for, faithful are the wounds 


of a friend, but the nn 
are —_ 


The next any of friendſhip, there- 
fore, is entire confidence and commu- 
nication. Without this faithful coun- 
ſel, the juſt tribute of friendſhip can 
never be given; and therefore reſerva- 
tion in friendſhip is like concealment 
in 93 which makes the abſo- 

lution 


s ER MON XIV. gr 
lution void, as the other doth the 


counſel of no effect. It is the want 


of this entire confidenee, this mutual 

communication and reſpect, which 
makes ſo many friendſhips of a day, 
or rather miſcalls every ſhort acquaint- 
ance, every light communication, by 


the title of friendſhip, of which very 


many of thoſe are incapable, who 
are fit enough for acquaintance, 'and 
commendable enough in converſation. 
When thou haſt conſidered this well 
(which thou canſtnot do without conſi- 


dering it long) if thou reſolveſt that 


he is fit for thy friendſhip, receive 
him into thy boſom, let him be poſ- 


ſeſſed of all thy purpoſes, all thy 


thoughts ; to conceal any thing from 
him now is an affront, and a diſavow- 
ing him for thy friend, for without 
this ſincere communication, the prin- 


9 0 cipal AN 


- 


— 
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cipal uſe of friendſhip. is abated and 
withheld, and the true virtue thereof 
undiſcovered, and the comfort that 


attends it rendered void. 


A third obligation in friendſhip is 
conſtancy, and continuing firm to its 
_ _ Jaws and obligations. A friend is not 
_ to be caſt off or diſmiſſed, but upon 

the moſt : diſcovered | and. notorious 

tranſgreſſions, and even then there 
will remain ſome marks, nay, obliga- 

tions, which can ſcarce be cancelled. 
_ We muſt never ſpeak bitterly of him, 
the grateful memory of the paſt inter- 
courſe, and of ſome yirtue that was in 
the object, ſhould preſerve him from 
"mn rd | 


There cannot be a as ata 
ton, how Bere or weakly the uſual 
friendſhips 


8 ERM ON XIV. 93 
friendſhips of the age are founded and 
entered into, than the common prac- 
tice of many who profeſs friendſhip: 
to-day, for thoſe againſt whom'they 
declare to-morrow the moſt mortal 
and implacable hatred and malice; 

who bluſhnot the next day to depreſs 
the ſame man with all the imaginable. 
marks of infamy, whom the day be- 
fore they extolled with all the com- 
mendations aw praiſes of which hu- 
manity is capable : whereas, in natural 
truth, modeſty ſhould reſtrain men, 
who have been given to ſpeak too well 


of ſome men, from ſpeaking at all ill of 


the ſame perſons, that their former 
exceſs may be thought to proceed from 
their abundant charity, not from the 
defect or their e 129) 


San thought friendſhip ſo . 


cred a bond, that nothing but the 
£7) diſcovery 
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diſcovery of ſecrets could break it 
and ſurely a greater violation of friend- 
ſhip cannot be than ſuch a diſcovery, 
and ſcarce any other guilt towards the 
perſon of a friend can be equal to 
ſuch perfidy. But friendſhip may be 
broken, and diſſolved by faults com- 
mitted againſt other perſons, though 
of no immediate relation to the friend 
himſelf. When men ceaſe to be of 
the ſame character which they really 
did, or profeſſed, and ſeemed to main- 
tain when that union was firſt formed; 
when they ceaſe to be juſt towards 
men, and pious towards God, or fall 
into the practice of ſome notorious 
and ſcandalous vice, friendſhip is of 
ſo delicate a temper, that ſhe thinks 
her own beauty impaired by theſe 
ſpots, and herſelf abandoned by that 


Since 


- 
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Since then the terfiper and compo- 
ſition of friendſhip itſelf is fo delicate, 
and the obligations of it are ſo indiſ- 
penſible, we cannot but diſcern how 
many ſorts of men are utterly inca- 
pable of being admitted into that re- 
lation; or rather, how few are to be 
received into the retinue of friendſhip 
to which all the world lays a claim. 
The proud man can ſcarcely act any 
part in friendſhip, ſince he reckons 
none to be his friends but thoſe who 
admire him, and thinks very few wiſe 
enough to adminiſter advice and coun- 
ſel to him, nor will admit any man 
to have the authority of reprehenſion, 
without which friendſhip cannot ſub- 
ſiſt. The cholerick man can have 
very little partnerſhip in it, ſince he 
abhors nothing ſo much as contra- 
diction; and friendſhip exerciſes no 

| liberty 
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| liberty ſo much as that of contradie- 
ing; and is as reſolute in controuling, 


nd fubborw nature can be in 


tranſgreſſing. The licentious man is 
ſo much a ſlave to his paſſions, that 
be abhors nothing ſo much as tne 
name of friendſhip, which he knows 
would be always endeavouring to ex- 
tinguiſh all thoſe appetites, the ſatis- 
fying whereof gives him all _ _ 
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and glory of humility, and would 


Laſtly. To the covetous, . ö 
and ambitious, nothing can be fo 
uneaſy, ſo grievous, and ſo odious 
as friendſhip, which affronts all their 
deſires and purſuits, with rude diſ- 
courſes of the wealth of contentedneſs 
of the fame of integrity, of the ſtate 


_— them to make themſelves 
haPPY 
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happy by renouncing all thoſe things 


in which they place their ha ppineſs. 


Indeed, theſe vices, when become ha- 


bits by repetition, have more poiſon 
in them than the antidote of friend- 


ſhip can expel. There muſt be ſome 


declenfion of their vigour, before they- 
will permit the patient to reap, the 
medicinal effects of any ſerious con- 


verſation or reproof. But as there is 


no perfection of nature, no accoms: , 
pliſnment of manners, no degree of 
life to which friendſhip is not exceed- 


ingly uſeful, and which doth not re- 


ceive infinite advantage from it; ſo it 


may by degrees, and faint approaches, 
be entertained by, and have effect upon 


even thoſe depraved affections and tem- 
pers, which ſeem moſt averſe from, 
and incapable of its offices and advan= 


tages. 


n. H Wicked 
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Wicked men are often reformed by 
it, weak men ſeldom, and becauſe dif 
cretion is always predominant in it, 
it works and prevails leaſt upon fools. 
It doth not fly in the face of the proud 
man, nor endeavour to thruſt hit. 
out of his way with unſeaſonable re- 
prehenſions, but watches fit occaſions 
to preſent his own vices and infirmi- 
ties in the perſons of other men, and 
makes them appear ridiculous that he 
may fall out with them in himſelf. 
It provokes not the angry man by pe- 
remptory contradiction; it will not 
endeavour to reform thoſe who are 
covetous, unjuſt, or ambitious, by 
perſuading them that poverty is to be 
preferred before wealth, that it is bet- 
ter to be oppreſſed than to oppreſs, and 
that contempt is more to be affected 
than honour with guilt. Friendſhip. 

| 1 


f 
bs neither obliged, nor obliges itſelf to 
ſuch problems, but leaves it to thoſe _ 
who value themſelves for ſpeaking what 
they think true, without caring whe- 
ther it does good, or produces miſ- 
chief. Friendſhip may loſe its la- 
bour, but it is very ſolicitous that it 
may be uſeful, and therefore applies 
ſuch counſels as it may reaſonably pre- 
fume will not be caſt away. It will 
tell the covetous man that he may 
his wealth as he gathers it, generouſly 
upon himſelf, and charitably upon 
others; it will put him in mind of * 
Solomon's obſervation, that there 7s 
bar feattereth, and yet encreaſeth ; and 
there 1s that withboldeth more than is 
ert, but it tendeth 10 poverty. Now, 
how far the apprehenſion of that, 


which he moſt endeavours to avoid, 
H 2 may 


: — 


| wg for his inſirmity; if it can 
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may work upon him, depends much 


upon the force and power of friend- 
hip; and it hath wrought a great 


cure, if it hath prevailed with him to 
make his wealth his ſervant, and to 
do the buſineſs of -a ſervant, een 


nan 


ee bebe pee the 


| precepts, amd ll che examples of the 
ſtrongeſt friendſhip, ſhall have force 


enough to drive away all the malig- 
nity which: poſſeſſes theſe” ſeveral dif- 
tempered men. It will be a ſufficient 


2 Evidence of the divine influence of 


friendſhip, if it prevails with the proud 
man to be leſs proud; if it makes the 
angry man ſo much aſhamed, as to 
bluſh for his. impertinent rage, and 
though he cannot ſuppreſs, it, yet to 


perſuade 
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"perſuade the covetous man to be leſs 
ſordid towards himſelf, though not 
leſs avaricious towards others. In 
theſe caſes it will have done great ſer- 
ue, and ſown ſeed that may gro 
up to the deſtruction of many of the 
weeds which are left. It hath been 
often ſeen, that many of theſe vices 
have been wonderfully diminiſhed by 
the diſcreet correction of a friend, and 
rarely known that they have continu- 
ed long in their full vigour, wien 
they have been undermined by ſkill- 
ful friendſhip. In a word, friendſhip 
is ſo diffuſive, that ãt will inſinuate its 
effects to the benefit of all who are in 
any degree capable of an ee En 
n mne Vio ; 24 el 
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ee aach are tlie en 
; of Wendibip, let us, if we are defirous 
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of being thought worthy of this va- 
luable bleſſing, diveſt ourſelves of every 
meaner paſſion that may render us 
unfit for ſuch an inmate, whoſe pre- 
fence requires no ſmall ſhare of ho- 
nour and conſcience. We ſhall have 
occaſion for noble ſincerity and ge- 
neroſity of mind; for prudence of be- 
baviour, for courage and conſtancy; 
for freedom from flattery and ſiniſter 
| deſigns. The man who is fit to be a 
friend, muſt have conduct to manage 
thy engagement, and vprightneſs to 
maintain its purity; he muſt uſe free- 
dom without roughneſs, and oblige 
without expectation. Cowardice will 
betray friendſhip, and covetouſneſs will 
ftarve it; folly will-be nauſeous, and 
will fly out into contumely and 


negled. It is well, indeed, if the 
w_ man's. favours are not turned 
into 


% 
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into injury, and ſpoiled either by the 
manner of doing, or by upbraiding 
after they are done. Such behaviour 
as this frights away friendſhip, and 
turns ĩt into diſguſt and averſion ; for 
friendſhip, though not nice and ex- 
ceptious, yet muſt not be treated 
coarſely, nor uſed with diſdain. Since, 
therefore, ſuch is the nature, ſuch the 
delicacy, and ſuch the difficulty of 
friendſhip, well may we conclude with 
the Wiſe Man, that he who is ca- 
pable of being a friend is more to be 


_ valued than the gold of Ophir.“ 
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4 HESE ER contain a * 
and earneſt enquiry about the 
N and moſt important concern in 
the world, namely, Salvation. 'The oc- 
caſion of them was this; St. Paul and 
Silas, his then companion in labour, 
and in ſufferings, were warned in a vĩ 
ſion to go into Macedonia; and being 
come to Philippi, they found a certain 
young woman, poſſeſſed with an evil 
ipirit of divination, who brought her 


* Lon, 
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maſters much gain by ſoothſaying. The 
holy apoſtle, moved with chriſtian 
compaſſion, reſtored her immediately 
to her right mind. Upon this, her maſ- 
ters,/poſſeſſed with the worſt ſpirit of 
the two (the devil of covetouſneſs be- 
ing ever worſe than that of divina- 
tion) were)much enraged at the loſss 
of her othſaying, which to them was 
à daily income; and by telling other 
—— 4 fortunes having much en- 
lurged their own,” they caſt about with © 
themſelves how to be revenged on oh 
the- men who had thus taken away / .; / 
the N af tber = _ 

* ee 
1e o this the more Actually 
coloured over their own private 
with the ſpecious pretence of the 
— (the uſual : art of felf-de- 

ang _ and arraign ed the apoſ- 
. 4 „ 
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* 
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tles before the rulers and magiſtrates 
of the city, as diſturbers of the public 
peace, and innovators of their laws 
and liberties. The magiſtrates, either 
impoſed upon by their cunning arti- | 
ice, or what is worſe, wilfully anzuft, _ 
committed the innocents to priſon, 
and condemned them ta undergo that 
puniſhment, which was due only to 
their own crimes, When theſe guilt- | 
- leſs ſufferers were in this woeful con- * 
Nas >ition (fach is always the comfort of 
a2 good conſcience, and the favour of 
Soc) they ſang in their chains, and 
rejoiced more in their confinement 
than others do in their liberty. The 
reſt of the priſoners ſtood amazed to 
-* (fee men embrace chains, and to ear 
them turn the horror and deſpair of a 
dungeon into joy and rapture. But 
to end their wonder, by ſhewing them 
bee ways ſprang, that-it was a 


joy 


: 
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- joy in the Lord, God plainly appeared 
- Chains, and opening the doors of the 
Priſon, thereby making way for eſ- 
cape. The gaoler awakened with their 
unuſual ſound of joy, and finding his 

captives ſet free from all his methods 
of confinement, was terrified into ſe- 
riouſneſs, and aſtoniſhed into con- 
viction. He threw himſelf at the 
apoſtles” feet, a ſlave to his own pri- 
ſoners, and breaks forth into all the 
abruptneſs of a wild ſurpriſe, into the 
humble, devout; and paſſionate lan- 
guage of the text, Sirs, aubat mit I de 
is be ſaved? Theſe fe, but very fig- | 
nificant words, naturally offer 2 
een thought. 


2 "74 2 10 Of. 22 C115 1 f11 


{Fink 0 Tbat there is . dach 
a thing as Salvation, that is, a be- 
ing and bappineſs in another world, 


of and 
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| ani that whenever men are made ſe- 
rious by a ſurpriſing accident, or any 
other means of recollection, it is the 
fſirſt thing that meets their thoughts, 
_ Oy engages "_ belief. + 


Sceonely⸗ That as ſoon a8 Wh are by 
_ perſuaded, that there is ſuch à ſtate of 
falvatton, the next enquiry naturally 

is, how they may become partakers of - 

its ef. N | 

"ay | 
-Thirdly: That ſomething i. is to be 

done by them, in order to its attain= - ö 
n Sirs, what per T 18 fo be Emre . 


Although the certainty of a life to 
come, is to be known by revelation. - 
only, yet the great probability of it 
was always clearly diſcernable by the 
light of nature. In all the writings 


of its reality. What cauſed this ex- 


ad TITTY XV. 


bee e denden we plainly find 
' them under importunate longings af- 
teranother life, and ſtrong convictions 


pectation of futurity, was, doubtleſs, 
the juſt deductions of their own rea- 


fon, from various appearances of things 
in this world before them. For in- 
ance, they plainly ſaw, that in the 
numerous changes which matter went 
through, not one fingle atom of it 
was annihilated, and from thence 
wiſely collected, that ſpirits, things of 
a far more excellent nature, in all 

reaſon ſhould not be extinguiſhed, 
( The argument received vaſt ſtrength 
from this conſideration likewiſe, that 
ſpirits, in their own nature, are fim- 
ple and uncompounded beings, have 
no jarring qualities in them, as mat- 
Nd which of courſe, haſten its 
| corruption, 
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corruption, and conſequently - they 


muſt be infinitely more laſting, and 
can, indeed, be deſtroyed by nothing, 
but by him who made them.) Beſides, 


world, in reflecting upon their own .. 
make and frame, found that they were 


endowed with the noble faculty of 


they had a power of diſtinguiſhing 


reaſon, for the government of their 
own actions; that they were not ne- 
ceſſary agents, or meer machines, but 
were ennobled with a liberty of choice 
and freedom of action; that they were 
under that awful power of the mind, 
which they called Conſcĩence; that 


between good and evil, of chuſmg 
the one, and refuſing the other; (and 
of refteting upon themfelves, accord- 
ing to their choice, or their refuſal. 
Wench, they rationally concluded, that 


they 


e nen NV. 


ey muſt be accountable .breatures, - 
dad liable'to-anſer for their con- 
duct to ſome ſuperior Being, and 
were capable of rewards and puniſn- 
ments from him. (Nay, the very 
power of thinking alone, confirmed 
Cicero in his belief of the immortality 
of the ſoul. I am perſuaded, ſays he, 
(and who is not ſo upon the ſame 
reflection) with ſuch ſwiftneſs of 
thought the ſoul is endued, with ſuch 
wonderful memory of things paſt, and 
forecaſt of things to come; ſo many 
ate the arts, the ſciences, and the in- 
ventions it has diſcovered, that a na- 
ture endued with ſuch . dee can- 
not be . . 


Nor did they: jor themſelves ! into 
the belief of a life to come, from ob- 


n their on nature only. From 
| the 
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the nature of God, and his govern- 
ment of the world, they knew well 
enough, that, if God exiſted at all, he 
muſt be a juſt and righteous Being, 
and for that very reaſon reward his 
creatures according to their works. 
Now, they could not avoid obſerving. 
that virtue and vice (things in their 
' own. nature eternally. diſtin) were 
not ſufficiently diſtinguiſhed by reward 
and puniſhment in this world. They, 
no doubt, often ſaw that ſpectacle, fo 
ſhocking afterwards to men more en- 

lightened, of vice flouriſhing in great 
proſperity, and virtue ſhamefully op- 
preſſed. This unequal appearance 
muſt force them to conclude, that 
God is not juſt, which is in fact to 
deny his Being; or, that after man 
has quitted this ſtage, another ſcene 
awaits him, when all theſe ſeeming ir- 
e regu- 


SERMON XV. 
regularities ſhall be ſet right, and God's 
univerſal juſtice (which in a great mea- 
| fore lies hid in clouds now) ſhall be 
ſufficiently cleared up, and thoroughly 
diſplayed, in compleatly rewarding the 
good, and puniſhing the evil. But 
we, chriſtians, are not left to theſe 
painful deductions of unaſſiſted reafon, 
to find out the certainty of a future 
ſtate. We are aſſured of it from 
heaven by expreſs revelation; God 
hath graciouſſy brought life and im- 
mortality to light by his bleſſed goſ- 
pel, and as it were opened a proſpect 
for us into the other world. He hath 
clearly declared to us this eternal ſtate, 
and in marvellous mercy and conde- 
ſcenſion, hath ſent his own Son upon 
this gracious errand, to make us, other- 
wiſe forlorn creatures, an offer of it, 


er to * us, both by precept and 


example, 
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example, in the way thither. If we 
will allow the goſpel of Chriſt to be 
the inſpired word of God; nay, if we 
do but allow it to be a true and au- 
thentic hiſtory of thoſe wonderful mat 
ters of fact related in it, we have all 
the aſſurance in the world, that there 
is really ſuch a thing as a future ſtate, 
where there 1s eternal life and eternal 
death, which are to be very different 
allotments of the good and bad re- 
ſpectively. 


For did our Saviour really riſe 
from the dead, as it is there ſaid he did? 
Did this paſs when it was firſt done 
without contradiction, at leaſt without 
any proof of its being falſe (which if it 

had been fo, nothing was more ca- 
pable of being diſproved?) Was it con- 
"OO by the wid nay, and dying 


„ teſtimony _ 
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teſtimony of unqueſtionable witneſſes? 
Of men who could have no intereſt to 
ſerve by it but that of truth, who 
were too wary to be impoſed upon, 
or at leaſt too wiſe to die for a falſe- 
hood? Why then, our Lord's Re- 
ſurrection was a clear proof of an ex- 


aſtence after death, a glorious inſtance 


and example of it; and if. men will 
not be perſuaded by ſuch an exem- 
plary argument as this, I know of no 
poſſible way of convincing them, _ 
cept God Almighty (if it were poſſible 
to ſuppoſe it) ſhould carry them to 
heaven or hell before they die, and 
(pardon the abſurdity) make a thing 
preſent in order to prove that it will 
be future. But God, in his great 
vwiſdom, I might add juſtice too, hath 


not thought fit to give men ſuch de- 
| 2 of theſe things, as that 


1 they 


SERMON XV. | 117 


they cannot diſbelive them if they 
will. He never deſigned to convince 
wilful obſtinacy and affected unbelief. 


HhHeſides, what commendation does 


ſuch faith deſerve into which we are 


thus forced? What thanks can we ex- 
pect from God or man for believing 


ocular demonſtration, and giving'that 
aſſent which we are no longer able to 


withhold ? It is excellently obſerved 
by the great Lord Bacon, as todown- 
Tight Atheiſm, that God never wrought 


a miracle to convince an Atheiſt, be- 


cauſe his ordinary works convince him. 


With the ſame reaſon may the ſame 
be ſaid with reſpect to Deiſm. God 
works now no miracle, uſes no ex- 

traordinary proof to convince any 
man who rejects and diſbelieves je- 
ſus Chriſt and his religion, becauſe 
his ordinary proofs convince him. 


13 The 


% ; - - 


The ati at ths In that he 
hath proved the truth of chriſtiagity 
to men as far as the nature of the 
thing will bear (and nothing can be 
proved any farther) to demand there- 
fore more proof, ſhews that we want 
„ eee eee 


. But 8 unbelievers may at 
" Prolent, whilſt they are deluded by 
the enticements of pleaſure, endeavour 
| by turns of falſe wit and. falſe rea- 
ſoning to fence againſt the convictions, 
of conſcience, and the unanſwerable 
evidences of a world. to come; yet, 
when they are at any time beſet with 
danger, and fear alarms them, then 
their mighty reaſonings begin to fail 
them, and all their humour and gaiety 
finks Into. terror and deſpair. But 
15 above 
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above all; when the infidel ſees death 
approaching, it awakens all the powers 
and faculties of his ſoul, and ſtrips - 
things of all the falſe colours ſenſe and 
appetite hath put upon them, widens 
his proſpect, and extends it into fu- 


5 turity. Whatever men may tive, F & fo 


hardly believe any one ever yet. died a 
compleat Atheiſt. When he is about 
to quit this being, he hath ſtrong 
miſgivings about another untried ex- 
iſtence, and is greatly perplexed with 
doubts and fears concerning a divine 
Being, whoſe vengeance is inſupport- 
able, and will purſue” finners to the 
uttermoſt. He can then no longer 
rejoice in his wonted reſources, but in 
comfort to his own: ſoul is forced to 
retreat from all his former wicked 
principles, while with infinite anxiety 
and horror, he ſilently ſays to him- 
„„ ſelf, 


wo SERMON xv. 


ff, or cries aloud to others, What 
* al I do to be ſaved? "his naturally 
nds falls"in with the ſecond obſervation 
& 2 -- fſrom the text, viz. that men cannot 
2 5 bot -Aeſire this eternal life upon the 
* füirſt intimation, and the leaſt con- 
- victian of its reality. To love life is 
natural to man, as well as other crea- 
ftures; and the great law e e 
ſervation founded Thereupsn, is the 
firſt principle of his nature. (Hence, 
as holy Job ſays; Skin for ſkin, and all 
that a man hath will he give for his life.) 
If then this life, a ſtate made up of 
trouble and ſorrow, croſſes/and diſap- 
| pointments, diſeaſes and death, be ſo 
deſirable a thing, how much more eli- 
Fgible is that life which is eternal. A 
life truly ſo called, and which is as 
much preferable to this in its nature, 
as it is beyond it in its duration. 
"Us: 5 N 5 Eternal 
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Eternal life is continually to dwell in 


his preſence, in whoſe favour is life; 


to be ſupported and made happy by his 
power, who can preſerve us through + 


endleſs ſucceſſions of ages. It is to 


live in a place where there is no more 
forrow nor lamentation,” beyond the 


power of diſeaſe, beyond the reach of 
death. It is to enjoy happineſs, great 
as the capacity, and immortal as the 


nature of the ſoul ;(an happineſs made 


for the ſoul, and the ſoul for it, com- 
menſurate to its duration, and equal 
to all its capacities ) an happineſs that 
is eaſier to hope for and to enjoy than 
to comprehend, wherein greatneſs is 
added to glory, weight to greatneſs, 


and eternity to them all. For this 


reaſon it is called by the apoſtle, an 
exceeding and eternal weight of glory ; 
a ſtate wherein our joy ſhall be full, 
S yet 


PSS. 2 a 


- 
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pet . conftant z continual, yet delight- 
ful; poſſeſſed, yet deſired. To com- 

_ priſe all in one word, it is even in the 
of him who revealed it to us, 


a2 bappineſs ſuch as eye bath nof feen, 


nor ear beard, neither bath it entered 


into the heart of man fully to conceive. 


Beyond all controverſy this is fo very 
defirable a happineſs, that every man 


0 who loves himſelf. muſt earneſtly de- 


fire it. There is no room for delibe- 
ration, we muſt wiſh for it whether 
we will or no. But that which makes 
eternal life ſtill more deſirable is this, 
that it is an eſcape from eternal death, 
from miſery exquiſitely. great, without 
intermiſſion, and without end. For 
this. reaſon it is elſewhere. called Sal - 
vation. What heart can endure to 
think upon-annibilation, much leſs of 
ſing. in eternal death? All men, 


therefore, | 


n muſt be b aftnrs eter- 
nal life, muſt naturally deſire its poſ- 
ſeſſion. What ſhall I do that I 
may have eternal life,” is a queſtion 
which inevitably muſt ſooner or later 
be aſked, either ſecretly or openly, by 
every one, eſpecially by thoſe to whom 

this eternal life is revealed. That 
chriſtians ſhould ever, even for a time,. 
be unconcerned about it, is mon- 
ſtrous, and would, if experience did. 
not too often ſhew it, be inconceiva ble. 
This queſtion was long the buſy en- 
quiry of the heathen world, and pity . 


it is that it ſhould not be more con- 


ſtantly the concern of the chriſtian, 
( We almoſt always find the Heathens 
fond of the notion of a future ſtate, 
' becauſe it ſquared with their natural, 
deſires and expectations of exiſtence 
and happineſs, ' which are 8 in 


tha 
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the minds of all men, who have nov 
ſtifled their reaſon, and degraded their 
very nature. If then the Heathens 
upon their ſlender evidence, were fo 


ſolicitous about eternal life, how in- 


negle& of ſuch a bleſſing. ) All the 
intereſts and pleaſures, all the riches 
and honours of this world, are nothing 
in compariſon with the knowledge of 
this future ſtate. All the comforts of 


from this bleſſed hope. None have 
denied it, but ſuch as were either 
grolly ignorant, or had fo far cor- 
rupted their natures by vicious prac- 
tices, that it became their intereſt to 


becauſe they would not ct in ſuch a 


manner as to expect its enjoyment, or 


deſerve its reward. 
os 55 205 This 


excuſable muſt Chriſtians be in their 


this mortal life receive their reliſh 


believe there ſhould be no future ſtate, 7 


1 f % 
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7 This naturally brings me to the 
third thing obſervable- in the text, 
namely, that ſomething is to be done 
by us, in order to the attainment of 
eternal life & That men are to do 
ſomething towards. the attainment of 
eternal happineſsJſeems as natural to 
ſuppoſe as it is to expect or deſire that 
happineſs; for it is directly founded 
in the eternal reaſons and relations of 
things, that virtue alone can be re- 
warded with immortality. This is 
the voice of reaſon, as well as revela- 
tion ; and the general applauſe of con- 
ſcience in good men, and the terrors 
of the wicked, are a tacit hut ny 
evident proof of this cternal truth. 


| Thus we find the + young man who 
came. to our Saviour upon that im- 
orten errand, eternal life, words his 


enquiry, 
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enquiry, Good maſter, what good thing 
ſhall I do to inherit eternal life? What 
good thing ſhall I do? implying 
_ plainly, that even in his natural 
notion of things, ſome good thing 

is of neceſſity to be done, for the 

- ._ attainment of happineſs hereafter. But 
if this be not ſufficiently plain by 
te law of nature, it is, however, ex- 
preſs and clear by the revealed law of 
God, and is, indeed, the very tenor 
of the comfortable and gracious cove- 
nant of the goſpel; not that we are to 
imagine after all, that we can do any 
thing to attain this eternal life by way 
of merit. The beſt of our actions 
ſtand in need of a pardon, fo far are 
they from deſerving to be crowned. 
When we have done all we can, we 
mut acknowledge that we are unpro- 
fſmtable ſervants. There is more duty 
ab on ts incumbent 
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incumbent upon us, from the origi- 
nal obligation of God's creating us, 
than we are able to diſcharge, much 
lefs can we challenge the great reward 
of eternal life. No, that is, as the 
apoſtle ſays, the gift of God through 
Jeſus Chrijt our Lord. Not fo a gift, 
indeed, as to he beſtowed upon us 

without any condition, which is the 
proper notion of a gift, but it is ſuſ- 
pended upon the conditions of faith 
and repentance, and a fincere obe- 

dience. We are obliged by our bap- 
tiſmal covenant, to do all we can to be 
made partakers of the kingdom of hea- 
ven, which, if we do, we ſhall by vir- 
tue of God's promiſe, and the inter- 
ceſſiom of our Saviour, be certainly ad- 


mitted into that kingdom, but we can 


never purchaſe it at the hands of God. 


Nevertheleſs, 
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Fe evertheleſs, good works are ne- 
ceſſary to ſalvation; for, though they 
are not properly the cauſe of our juſti- 
fication, yet they are certainly the con- 
ditions of it; though they do not 
make us ſtrictly worthy, yet they will 


the inheritance with the ſaints in 
light. On the other hand, it muſt 
readily be confeſſed that we are unable 
to do any thing toward the attainment 


of eternal life, without the aſſiſtance 
of God's good grace.) Without God 


we can do nothing, no, not ſo much as 
think a good thought, much leſs do any 
action well pleaſing unto him. It is 


he that worketb in us, both to will and to 


do, according to bis good pleaſure, Not 
that God muſt do all and we nothing, 
and by that means tyrn religion, which 
is an * e principle, into a paſſive 
indolence. 


* 


make us meet to be partakers of 


Hen 


he, 
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indolence. The plain ſtate of the caſe 
is this} we muſt do all we can, to 


make ourſelves: good, though all our 


endeavours are by themfelves ineffee- 
tual to that end; and what we want 


by nature will be made up by grace. 


God will not be wanting on his part, 
to finiſh What we have begun on ours, 
aud will not only give us power to 


obey, but add reward to our obe- 


dience. So that it is, in ſhort, through 
our naturels being improved and ber- 


- fected: by the energy of grace, that we 
are enabled to-work out our ſalvation, | 


and gain eternal liſe. To conclude 


thing as eternal lift, (and if we are 
Thriſtians, we do and muſt” believe it) 
we cannot but be very ſolicitous about 
its attainment; and make it, às it cer 
tainly is, the greateſt concern of our 


then, if we believe that there is ſuch 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


© 
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5 whole lives, what ſhall we do, or ra- 


ther, what ſhall we not do, that we 


may have eternal liſe? If any of us 


de at 2 loſs to-know what he muſt do 


; the, enquirer: Tf. thou' wilt, ſays he, 


| may ſuit beſt with our inclination, 'or | 


Y ow obligation, to Ns. ming 


for this glorious end, our Bleſſed Sa- 
viour will inform him in his anſwer to 


enter into life, keep the commamumenti; 
not this or that commandment; ſuch as 


our intereſt, | but all the command- 
ments, becauſe they are all enacted by - 
the fame authority, and conſequentlyof | 


tb deed — Nor 
do we find that our Saviour charged 


him with the breach of any one of the 


commandments and, therefore, with- 


out doubt he was a very good moral 


. e n 0 
| 11 bees, 
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— 


ſees, thoſe pretenders to extraordinary 1 
righteouſneſs, who were much more 
ſolicitous about appearances than re- | 
alities, much more attentive to forms | 
than eſſentials, and while they were We | 
preciſe in the obſervance of ceremonial . 80 


_ ordinances, thoſe minuter matters of 
the law, were careleſs of its weightier 
points, juſtice and mercy. But who- 

ever hopes to enter into the kingdom 
of heaven, while he performs the one, 
muſt be above all things careful not 
to leave the other undone; for this, 
and this alone, gives a ſatisfactory an- 
ſwer to the words of the text, and in- 


forms us what we muſt do to be ſaved. 
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Anil all the Dips f fu. were 
nine bundred fixty end nine eee a 


\U 0 Hi is the kth account. 
of all that is human. The man 
was great, powerful, and wile ; he, 
perhaps, was good too; he lived ſome 
time, and he died. The life of Me- 
thuſelah was not indeed included i in 
the ſhort ſpace in which ours is uſuallyß 

determined, he lived nine hundred 


FF 


ſixty and nine years. 
HER 1 One 
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One might indulge the imagina- 
tion in conſidering if this old man was 
wiſe, and how many uſeful obſerva- 
tians he might make in fuch a fpace, 
on the humours and conduct of men. 
I inclined to the improvement of arts 
and ſciences, -to- what an [height he 
might have carried them; if pious and 
good, what prooſs and inſtances he 
might have remarked of the wiſdom 
and juſtice of Providence. Be this, 
buowever, as it may, what varieties and 
viciffitudes of things, what alternate 
9 foenes of joy and ſorrow, muſt have 
preſented themſelves, what a number 
and ſurpriſing variety of accounts muſt. 
he have been able to give, in the latter 
part of fa extended a life. But not 
to dwell on theſe, we fee that the 
longeſt day, even every thing that is 
not eternal, muſt have an end; after 
F115 W nine 


%, 
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nine hundred and ſixty-nine years, 
Methuſelah, like the reſt of mankind, 
was e to his fathers. Cs 


- The account in the text, though 
merely hiſtorical, may very well fur- 
niſn us with matter for many conſi- 


1ſt. The fact itſelf gives us oc- 
cafion of enquiring into the reaſons 
and cauſes of the long extent of 
human life in the firſt ages of the 
_ world, © e 


adly. The important, however well 
known truth here intimated to us, 
that the longeſt life muſt come to 
an end, will ſuggeſt ſome uſeful” re- 
nee” 


K4 Firſt 


- 
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Eirſt then ; among the reaſons 
which Dirine Providence ſeems to have 
| had in view, in granting ſo long a life 
to the firſt inhabitants of this world, 
the peopling of its ne creation may 
firſt be mentioned. When God ate. 


+ # © © 


with fuch a ener . variety of his 
- gifts, he deſigned it for the poſſeſſion 
and empire of : mankind; but he did 
not think good to repleniſn it - 
once with a multitude of them. 
brought two only into being, and wr 
the reſt to deſcend from them in a na- 
tural way. 


— * 


5 Whether * deſigned, N de to 
form them to the moſt beneficial 1 in- 
ſtitution of government, by uſing them 
to reſpect and ſubmit to the heads and 

fathers of their families, or to tie 


1 them 
| «$031 g K + by 1 
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them together more cloſely in los, 
and mutual affection among them 

ſelves, by the obvious conſideration of 

their being all brethren and kinſmen, 

deſcended from the ſame common ori- 

ginal, or by whatever good and wiſe 

reaſons he was determined, en Was i 

=» atm ph emp fe ; 7 ml 

SIR: 2907 F 4 
Such being the Alba of thin, au- 

. and parent of all things, it ſeems 

neceſſary, that he ſhould. beſtow ſo 

long a continuance to thoſe who were ; 
to people the world. For, if we con- : : 

ſider the encreaſe of mankind at pre- 9 

ſeat, it ſeems like that of an oak, 
or plant, of a flow growth, where 


the new foliage ſeems only to ſuc- . 
ceed what is fallen off 3 and though © 
it be always thriving, and in reality » 


——_— no remarkable augmenta- : 
| | tion 


9 


- 
S 
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Had the . arent of: man- 
kind at firſt decayed, had they been 
of that- ſhort-lived kind which we are 
of at preſent; though the tree had 
been diſrobed of none of its branches 
by tempeſts, though plagues and other 
ſweeping diſtempers had never in- 
vaded them, their number muſt have 


been very contemptible; our earth, or 
rather a part of it, would have been 
thinly inhabited after # courſe of many 


ſacceeding centuries. But life being 


— 


at firſt fo long a bleſſing, youth, and 


the vigour of manhood continuing for 
centuries, mankind muſt increaſe in 
a wonderful proportion. A few per- 
ſons muſt ſee themſelves become a 
nation. — to this we may 
font © obſerve, 
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obſerve, that after the flood, when the 
earth was to be repeopled by a greater 
number, the age of man was propor- 
tionably ſhortened, . though ſtill ex- 
tended to a greater length than it was 
generally afterwards; when, if man- 
kind had lived as long, and encreaſed 
in the fame proportion as formerly, 
they muſt have become an inconve- 
nience to one another, and the earth 
have been overburthened with its in- 
habitants. Fey 


But there is another end which the 
good providence of God might well 
propoſe to itfelf, in ſuffering the thread 


of life to be drawn out to fo extraor- - 


dinary a length, viz. the propagating 
and confirming thoſe traditions and 
revelations which were to be the fun- 
damentals of religion, fuch as the cre- 
5 | ation | 


dation of the world, the fall and de- 

baſement of mankind, the reſtoration 

of them by a Redeemer, and 8 
| | a _ e = Po ' 


266 was of: the oc 
that theſe [truths ſhould be gene- 
rally known and received among men. 
Now, though it be only one of the 
fond opinions of thoſe, who rather 
than not oppoſe religion will oppoſe 
good ſenſe, that the force and con- 
viction ariſing from human teſtimony, 
- continually leſſens as it is more re- 
moved from its original (for who 
doubts now of what Cæſar, Plutarch, 
or any other credible author relates, 
any more than they did one century 
after it was firſt written) yet in the 
infancy of the world the caſe ſeems 
ſome what different; they had not then 
„„ : (at 
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tot leaſt not for a long time) the uſe 
or notion of written evidences. They 
— not collate copies preſerved b 
men of different nations and intereſts, 

antient or original, with modern tran- 
ſeripts, and be thereby ſatisſied what 
was genuine and true, what they 
might receive on the n of ſuch 
reed 4 —_— 29715 ISO). GT 
. 30 veg Stn 25 J e alt 1120 
Hog week aſſent neal Gm the re- 
3 veracity of the relator, as it doth 
now among Indians and other na- 
tions, where arts and ſciences have no 
place. It had therefore a great in- 
fluence on the belief of mankind, that 
| they might for ſome centuries hear 
what: had happened, and what had 
mouth, and for many more ages, from 
© thoſe who had received it imm ediately 
. him. 


There 
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There is alſo another thing which 
— worthy to have been had in view, 
ne of arts and knee. 1 * 


in 


* 


Tbe ale of: add are bebt 
by content themſelves with-plain ne- 
ceſſaries, with what may barely feed 
. ordinary. This is ſo notorious, that 
ne would almoſt think that our firſt 
Parents had been taught not only to 
elves and their immediate families to 
erample once given, thoſe about them 
ee eee Hoe 


of 
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For what numbers are there among 
the nations ſeparated from our world, 
to whom theſe obvious improvements 

are not yet known, who live upon 
what the earth ſpontancoully produces, a 
or what their bow and Javelin 1 imme- 

diately e 12 75 | 

GW . 1. , 0 + 3g 
But ene uſeful inventions 107 | 
have been then more common, yet 
every art muſt; depend as to its im- 
provement, on many repeated experi- 
ments ; and whatever might have been 
made, as to this kind, might eaſily 
have been loſt, and would probably 
have periſned with its author; for 


the method of preſerving things by 
v riting, ſeems too refined an inven- 


ent know in the 
* P TO ene e RIG ot | 
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an seno NN. 
8¹ A bat iv preſerved: of ig among the 


| Egyptian monuments be the moſt an- 
tient (which is not improbable) it is 
of a very imperfect kind. The ſym- 
bols there made uſe of might preſerve 
ſume facts and notions in the mind of 
their author and contriver, but could 
miniĩſter nothing but doubtful con- 
Nectures to others. 
Wy eee ent ene ee ee 
If then any uſeful i improvement hall 
Deen made, and been only: known to 


ond or tuo ſuch ſnort · lived men as 


_ -Giirſelvcs, it might ſoon have been loſt 
and forgotten; or if any thing of: at 
ad: bean remembered, it would any 
muve giben decaſions of regnet and 
' {orrow;1that: iſomething-beneficial- to 

ankad/hbad been fonte hrbught o 
light, but was again, perhaps for ever, 
loſt, * inventor periſhing before he 


a bad 
= : * * 


6 


had N ee it 
nth arts wide „ ity Ale 
On this accoitnt ran, wh wank pro- 
bably conclude, in the infancy of the 
world, when arts were yet unknown, 
or in their moſt imperfect ſtate, the 
thread of human life was drawn out 


2 > 7 4 itte 


firſt inventor might have time to im- 
prove, what chance, or 'a_ fortunate 
conjeRure had taught him; to mul- 


tiply experiments and confirm his ob- 


ſervations, to communicate to num 
bers whatever he had found py 


Wann 


> 


-/Moch; indeed; . 
e the fig leaves and ſkins of 
beaſts were improved into decent and 
convenient apparel ; before men had 
vor. 11. 2 1 
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leiſure ; 
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leiſur to obferve! the differences of 
» ſounds, to mix and modulate them ſo 
as to ſooth the ear or charm the mind, 
to ſpſten the cares or heighteat the joys 
ese h fo .,obghnos vide 
i e 215% 2718 mal ET 
Theſe, and forme other equally wiſe 
and gwok ends, the wiflom of an 
adofable Providence; © may well be 
thought e hee :defigrie;"ievi con- 
ferring ſo log 4life on the firſt in- 
habitatits of the world! e. 
means wheteby it was effected, de 
CO CAE? 5 07 20G 45 
ODE betet but! 5: ee 
Theſs probably, befides the Ab 
and vigour of the conſtitution with 
_ Which men's bodies were originally 
Formed; were firſt the ſimplicity of 
their manner of hing their freedom 
nee other bun 
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cares; from idleneſs and vice, the great 


enemies of health, and PI NT 
moſt fatal diftempers. 4 Bp . ; 
23 10 Hane 1 VO Tis £205 
eee eee e e 85 d, 
the firength and vigour if their con- 
ſtitutions at firſt, dauer, . . 
eee egen 
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It is "oY to 4 how: na; this by | 
extend- "A 
ing human life to a very uncommon 
length. For we fee now frequent in 2 
ſtances, how a robuſt and well conſti- b 
tuted body will hold out againſt un- 
wholeſome” air, improper diet, and. 
long and weariſome labours. We often 
ſee (and we muſt lament hat we do 
ſes it) men devoted to the indulging 
nn paſſions, and the mad joys of 


i Ls intempe⸗ 


. 1 
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intemperance, lend fartjifing and re- 
pPeated ſhocks, ſuch as one would think 
- muſt at once deſtroy the human frame; 
and all this by the ſtrength of an ex- | ; 
—_—_ wert which, * a 


Wben! men therefore were at firſt W 5 
| ſtrongly conſtituted, no wonder that 
like the ſturdy oak they ſtood long 
unſhaken ; that, after their arriving at 
full growth, they for ſome ages ſhewed 
no ſenſible decay; -eſpecially if we ſup- 5 
poſe, as many have rationally done, | 
that they breathed a ſofter,” a more 
balmy, and more healthful air be- 
. fore the flood. The deluge, which 
the univerſal corruption of mankind 
brought upon them, ſeems to have 
redgced our globe into its primitive 
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chaos, to have mixed and confounded 
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— all its component, however 
e er 55 Mit eh . e 
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eines, not only the Sued beau 
ty of the earth was impaired ; we not 
only frequently. ſee craggy, barren pre- 
cipiees, and dreary caverns, inſtead of 
regular aſcents, Pleaſing plains, and 
moderate vallies; but the air is fre- 
quently corrupted "_w noxious, if _— 
— ee «lt 420 


. 
Weinen 


1 


No doubt nge Uh eme not 5 


of the hands of the benign Creator, 


we inhabit but the ruins of tat 


world, which, when he had finiſhed, 


. 
o 


* 


4 they ought- to have been, they Bad 
yet inhabited another kind of *workd 29 
2 han what we now ſee, and had ent 


he pronounced exceeding good. Had 
mankind been as good, as grateful as 


«- 


E 
i <5 
„ | , ol _ 


| joyed.it as chey did at firſt-for many 
ages. They might have been ſecure 


Fe” and to put a new edge on a ſurfeited 
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of this, had they alſo perſevered in 
that ſimplicity of living, which, doubt- 


= he in tal Aces world n 


” = 4 
/ ® 
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Men 8 as. 
3 corners: of the earth, and the 


xeceſſes of the ſea, for varieties of a 


doubtful, and even pernicious nature. 


_ hey had not yet learned to mix toge- 


ther in the ſame repaſt, à thoufand 


; different and diſagr eeing viands, ſuch | 


agjraiſe an unnatural fermentation in 
aur veins, and even render ineffectual 
theſendeavours of the phyſician. They 
had ngt yet received ſo dangerous a 
knowledge, as to know how to regain 


eff Fs. the fatal contrivance of a 
hates ff | 25 refined 
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refined, but, moſt pernicious, luxury; 
Their diet was plain and fimple, ſuch 
as was beſt ſuited to the end of it, the 
giving a moderate nouriſhment to the 
body, and. ſuch. recruits, to the ſpi- 
Tits as labour and exerciſe made fe- 
quiſite. No wonder. then if they ſo 
much outlived us, when the contrary 
of all this is faſhionable, when ſuch 
| temperance is only what health pre- 
a bot few, very few eckig. 


We — Buy our —— * wuch, 
aud top far refine upon our pleaſures, 
to enjoy either them or life long. The 
firſt ages of the world were bappily 
ignorant £ of - that Elegance of living, 
upon which many now ſet ſo. high a 
value. With a coarſe and 1 diet, 
they eontinued ſtrong and healthy; 


life only wore away by gentle decays, 
„ burned 
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burned clear to the laſt, and was very 
long before it was utterlyextinguiſhed. 
But another, perhaps, one of the prin- 

cipal reaſons for long life, is yet be- 
| hind, namely, freedom from ambition 
and corroding cares ; from idleneſs and 
vice, the mother of diſeaſes and har- 
binger of the grave. In the purſuit 
after grandeur, riches, and other fplen- 
did advantages, many will oppoſe our 
through a maliciouſneſs of temper or 
envious diſpofition. Others, if they 
envy us not, are defirous to mount to 
the ſame emfnence, and poſſeſs them- 
Alves of the ſame power and wealth at 
which we are aiming ; and poffibly the 
way is ſo narrow we cannot all aſcend 
together, the advantages fo ſingular, 
| an few only © can attain unto Rem * 
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If it be thus, we can expect no 
other but that our competitors, if 
poſſible, will thruſt us aſide to make 
room for themſelves. It is well if they 
do this fairly and openly; if they take 
no indirect methods to diſappoint us: 

if they do not injure our perſons, or 
at leaſt our characters, in order to hs, 
feat our expectations. If they attain 
what ſhould be the rewards of virtue 
and merit, by corrupt and unworthy 
means, when we diſcover it, reſentment 
and - indignation ſet our blood in a 
ferment, and deſtroy our peace of 
mind. We ſtigmatize our adverſa- 
ries ; we diſtruſt and murmur at our 
| e they had been wanting 
to our intereſts; at leaſt, if religion as 
well as reaſon interpoſe not, we look 
with an evil eye upon the fortunate; 
n n a kind of revenge on them 
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many 1rves ae ſhortened: by oorroding + 
paſſionq, and the uneaſy reflections _ 
eee Wee eee 8 ming 2 

by aty-other diſtemper. | I 
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But the firſt ages of the wvorkd were 

wt generally obnoxious to theſe diſ- 

_ eaſes of the mind; luxury and vanity 
had not yet put men upon defiring 
more than was neceflary for 'a c- 
fortable ſubſiſtence. When men were 
dontent to feed on what the earth 
readily produced, and were ſatisſiei 
with an artleſs covering, hich their 
own "flocks afforded, there was little 
room for envy; they had no ved to 
ſupplant each other, for the earth was 
large enougb, and each might chuſe 
hut was ſufficient for himſelf, ' with- 
out repining at what aliothes! had , 
taken, or cauſing any one to envy or 
grudge at his choice. f 
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As they were not open to the edge 

und forte of theſe impairing paſſions, 
tdey were not yet ſunk down into idle- 
| nels; nor were they [tainted with the 
- vices which are ſo notorious and fla- 


grant in the ſhort-lived generations of 


other times. They were under the uſe- 


ful neceſſity of undergoing ſome la- 
and pains in order to ſupport 
themſelves; and I need not lay, that 
much to the ferenity of the mind, and 
x of the body, that all the ſuc- 
cours which medicine affords (gene- 
_ rally to "ory the want 8 fall 
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did virtue are the great preſeryatives 
of health, and theſe had a'more-abſo- 
jute empire among men in their pri- 
mitive ſtate, than they have n 
had 1 in more ne times. 8 
| Wee a man loſt his pers 
the fall, and became obnoxious to 
tranſgreſſion, he was not wholly in- 
fected on a ſudden. Wickedneſs, as 
well as other things, had its gradual 
growth and improvement. Men were 
long and | happily ignorant of that 
monſtrous intemperance into which 
later times have fallen. They did not 
immediately think of curing the ill 
effects of one exceſs by a greater; of 
warding off uneaſy reflections by keep- 
ing themſelves in an unthinking con- 
dition. I am ſo far from imagining 


W 


4 our, ge de gem and at ern 


anne _ Jv | | which 


* 


ſince; for, fuppoſing them to lſave 


| before. the forming of large ſocieties 
#00; -they'could & far ſteel their con- 


| 
| 
| 
* 
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which, has exiſted, that I cannot but 
cenſure, the general management of 
that argument as peeviſh and decla- 
the worſe of our on times, becauſe 
we know them thoroughly, whilſt the 
faults of former ages are in a great 
part forgotten. Notwithſtanding this, 
comparing our own with the firſt ages 
of the world, we may certainly pro- 


nounce men now much more vicious 
and corrupted. They could not in their 


firſt ſtages be ſo bad as they have been 


had the (inclination; they had wanted 
opportunity. Men muſt have had 
ſome number of evil examples before 
them, and more companions in wick- 
edneſs than could well be procured, 


d + :.,*, 4. ſciences 


* 
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ſciences as to commit what we * 
en! heard, ſeen, and lamented. 


Nor did Pronbdenice at firft ſeem to 
entail on ſome vices, ſuch immediate 
and grievous conſequences as have 
ſince attended them, and have deſcend- 
ed, under a thouſand miſerable appear- 
ances, a PR n iris to a egg 


ee toni 


1Theſe; ſane were. che e 
hd cauſes of ſo long an extent of hu- 
man life in the firſt ages of the world; 
but although life was drawn out then 
beyond the example, and almoſt belief 
of later times, an immortality hath 
been conferred on none of the ſons of 
Adam. However late, they all at 
length deſcended into the filent man- 
fions of the grave: Al tbe days of 

Ab 
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intimates to us, namely, that the 
_ Jongeſt: life will come to an end, are 


rr. 
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Buſt. te hinaneer'; long it 


be protratted, have a period? Let 
this teach us to eſtimate things, which, 


at what diſtance ſoever we imagine 
them, will. ſurely come to paſs, as 


if they were now preſent. Let = 


conſtitutions be ever ſo happy, the 
care af our health exact and ſcrupu- 
lous,, let 1 accident overtake us, 


weary us; yet as our bodies are 2 


er: for eternity, our laſt hours w 


6 then (if our affairs * in 
order) 
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order) ĩt will confound and trouble us, 
when we have need of nothing but to 
be ſick and die. If our peace be not 
before ſettled with heaven, diſtreſs and 
anguiſh will then lay hold on us, we 
ſnall with juſt reaſon dread the making 
our appearance before our great Judge, 
When we expect nothing but a ſevere 
ſentence, eternal edtdelntaria pl 
1-2) bad 2833.10; 61191} 613-7 3 2 
be wake with ourſelves, witli 
that ſobriety and attention which the 
importance, the Sreat importance of 
tie ſubject requires. Whatever plea- 
ſure we take in indulging our appetites 
and paſſions, will there not come a 
ſevere reckoning at laſt? Will not 
the years, however many, that we 
have thus ſpent, ſeem then, and be to 
all intents and purpoſes; as if they had 
never been ? When we come to leave 
vor. 11. Viz: M the 
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with joy and approbation. If con- 


me portion of the wicked. after death, 


Were we ſecure of Methuſelah's life, 
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the world, ſhall we. not with. we had 


_ ated, otherwiſe than we do; that we 


had, deſpiſed, each anlawful; however 
conſiderable gain ; that we had curbed 
. — refuſed; each; un- 


Ot . 1 
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"This, certainly, Mall 2 think at 


laſt. We ſhall: then wiſh we had 
choſen. the frowns of this world (if it 


muſt be, ſo) that we might have de- 
Parted ſecure in a welb grounded hope, 


and entered into thg, preſence of God 


demnation and puniſhment muſt be 


how vamly do we amuſe ourſelves by 
putting the evil day at a diſtance ?- 


yet is ĩt not dreadful to think, that 
n — _ 


a 


* 


ban daomed- to ſorrows unuttzeable, 
aw endꝰ 


eg eee x jo this nature can 
hardly be entered upon, without put- 
ting us upon a review of our paſt lives, 
and comparing them with the holy 


time we 


ture. 


Let it be thus, and the rather as our 


lives are likely to be but a ſpan long, 
in ee of that of Methuſelah. 


( 
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rule we ſhould walk by; they will na« 
turally affect us with ſorrow for the 
ſpent amiſs, and muſt one 
day account for; they will, at leaſt 
they ought; to put us upon endeavour- 
ing to leſſen the evils we have done, 
by reſtitution, by confeſſion of our 
errors, and the firmeſt reſolutions 
of being wiſer and better for the Oe? 


CIS 


„ r xyL 
He tight have indulged hi iſelf in fin 
for many years, with as little preſump- 
tion as we can a few days or weeks. 


Let us then labour to redeem the time, 


to lengthen out a life, ſhort as ours is 
likely to be, by a number of good 
works, by being c conftant'and zealous 
in all the date which we owe to 
the Majeſty of Heaven, unwearied 
in our endeavous to be uſeful to 
mankind in our ſeveral ſtations; that 
whether our time be long or ſhort, 
the employment of it may have the 
approbation of him, in whoſe hand 
is the ſpirit of every eee 
the nen of all man * 


ky © 


| The ſame tied mould wean 
our thoughts froni the world, and fix 
them on a better, an enduting, an un- 
changeable Mae To whatever ſplendid 
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condition we might poſſibly arrive, it 
ſhould moderate our deſire, to conſider 
how little a time we are likely to poſſeſs 
it, that after ſome ſpace we muſt lie 
down promiſcuouſly with the moſt ig- 
noble and vulgar, and be all reduced to 
the ſame undiſtinguithable aſhes. Let 
us content ourſelves then, though we 
' poſſeſs not all we wiſh; we are but 
ſojourners, and whether we have all 
the deſirable conveniences or not, we 
ſhall regret it but a little at our n 
ney 's end. . | 
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Let us turn qur views to that 
happy and never ending ſtate, which 
God, hath prepared for all them that 
love and ſerve him; where are all 
the good men that are gone before 


us; where, if through his mer cy 
we arrive, we ſhall be far more bleſſed 


than "they: who are moſt happy in all 
= MM 3” that 


* 
* * Mx ro 


* „4 


N » 
— 
ö | 
% 


* 


this 


= 
8 


ever and 


rd, 


r eve 


bu 


— 
* 
3 


3 


5, 


ly 


can 


* 


5 
1 


* 


* 
not 


» 
. 
> 
1 

1 
= 


* 
4 


that 


* 


*. 


hy 4 

4 
- 

. 


- 


lh th | 
8 


. * 
- =— of 
— . 
—_ "oy 
* , — — * 0 
LD % g 
gx 4 
-- 4 
- R 4 
1 
L 7 2 
” P 
_ . v4 
by 2 © — 
. 
* ” 
eat bs 
. 
'3 
* 
: 
: 
_ 


=; 
os, 2 4 
i 
af 
» _ 3 
- <4 * 
PE hr > * 
—— ” 71 
7 o 
* 
of 
* * * 
- 
* * 1 
r 
— a A 
8 8 
* 
1 * * F " * 7 
1 £403 
: * 
* 
. 
* 
* = 
: ) 
* 
2 
« - n 
„ 
* 
* 
1 


. 


1 
— vu 9 _ * 
. 
— * 
— 
- * 
N % 0 
4 1 
* td * * 
1 2 
f 
—— bd. * 1 
-4 
4 
- » * 2 
+ * 0 9 
„ 
. 
© „ 1 - 
— 4 ' 
e — 
220 a, 
A = 
* 
3» 
- 
- 
py - 
| * 
* 
- © 
- 
1 * 
* 
1 d ry 
4 
+ 4 
* 
+ 1 oy 4 
* 
= \ wx 47 
o a of 4 
9 
* 


* 
* 
7 


3 4 7 8 „ 
ds a 
— Cn 1 WI 
2 SS * o7 * 4 
3 — =. * 
5 71 i E 2 iv m7 
1 pu 22 4 SS, 


— — 


. 9 


4 «©. \ 
314 9. 1¹⁰ t . "16% 11: £17 3 31 onde 


| A mY CY PN OY 9D. 3 
F wulf 1 8 cher 66 REA 10 13083 
” s 
1 | 8 Til G 
+ 
1 ; 
f + p44} | 
1 ; 37 5% | {db Ti #14 
po BEE ** 8 
1 ö eh L Ii 
LES e HW NG oe es 


5 uns | thou doeft' faithfully whatfoever 
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— the OFTEN we may under- 
ſtand thoſe who were of the 


ſame church with Gaius, to whom 


this epiſtle of St. John was written, 
or at leaſt of the fame city Pane er 


; habitation was. 


y ; * * ; * „r 
1 | 


By Strangers, is meant thoſe other 


"Chriſtians who either through perſe- 
M 4 cution 


s SERMON XVI. 
cution were conſtrained to come thi. 
ther for ſhelter, or whoſe neceſſary 
| bufineſs and ſecular affairs drew them 
thither. Although theſe alſo were bre- 
thren in a more general ſenſe, yet, 
being ſtrangers, thoſe others at home 
might in a ſtricter ſenſe be ſo called, 
as being brethren, not only i in reſpect 
of their common faith and profeſſion 
of the ſame chriſtian religion, but alſo 
in reſpe& of their more particular re- 
lation to one another, as fellow mem- 
bers of the ſame church, or inhabi- 
tants of ta as, Sings 
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wings, which, " without alt 1 
were to be found in Gaius, the apoſtle 
ſingles out this particular, that he did 
faithfully, whatſoeyer he did in charity 
and kindneſs, Leek to the . 
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and to ſtrangers; and; whertas he doth 
not ſo much commend him for the 
thing done (how good ſoever in itſelf 
conſidered) as for the manner of 
doing it we may hence obſerve, that 
it ĩs a great duty of a Chriſtian to do 
every thing Saler 1 ae there- 
es wah Pet 88 
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IN! . * 9 1 1 6 2. 9 


„ 


8 First. Diu bathe! is to 0 al 


things faithfully, or wherein this faith- 
fulneſs conſiſts, and what are its chief 


. 
. 


als Neil Why it it 18 = great a * 
and what reaſons there are why ſo 
much + 7 n e it t in 
. n 114 | 


4 ae ee | 
Thirdiy. 1 bn an what man 
have been hat Ban 
| 1 ru. 
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- unto God. This Hezekiah expreſſeth 
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Firſt, I am to ſhew hat ĩt is: to 
do every thing faithfully. In the ge- 
neral, to do any thing faithfully, is 
and in Gnglenefs of heart, as locking 


by walking before God in truth, and 


with a perfect heart. And the apoſtle 


expreſſeth it, by doing every thing bear- 
tiſy as unto ibe Lord, and not wnto men. 
In his expreſſion the G ng Sings 
ae 6 . 


iſt That we be at 3 
ever ve do, to act agreeably to our 
* maſter's will z that we do nothing but 


what we know. he commands or 'al- 


lows, and that we do not in any 
thing prefer our own will before his. 


Upon this God much inſiſts, #batſo- 


ever thing I command you, obſerve do uo it; 
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tbon ſbalt not add therits, nor dimmifþ 


rom it; qe Pall obſerve to do as the 
Lord your God hath commanded you; ye 


to the left, This exact obſervation 


"of the rule, and ſtriẽt adherence there- 


unto, is required even in thoſe caſes 


wherein our reaſon, perhaps, may dic- 


tate ſomewhat elſe to be done, rather 
than what God commands. We muſt 


hearken to no ſuggeſtions of carnal ö 
reaſon where the pleaſure of God, how- - 


ever contrary it may be, is clearly re- 


vealed to us. Againſt this God often 7 
cautions his people; Te hall not b 


after all that ye do this day, my. man 
reel is good in * own 066 11,014 bad 

The firſt thingy ets nds 
in faithfulneſs is, that we act in con- 
formity to Gods command or allow 


ANCE, 
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Hall not turn afide to the right hand or 


mn 8K Av. 


Ai not preferting our will before 
Anis in any thing; nor ſo leaning to 
our own underſtanding,” as to be 
22 whereby drawn. aſide to mo, 
or the other WIT KPA Wie re 
_—_ Nis Jonah. bas out 213 10 
Adly: In matters of duty, he that 
;  woulddowhatbe dotbfaithfully, muſt 
not only do what: is: commanded: him, 
but do it in obgdiente to: God, and 
wih reſpec᷑t to bis emmand. A man 
way do many things that are corn- 
manded / for his dun purpoſes rather 
f than his maſter's: commands; yea, 
though he do what is commanded, 
Pet, perhaps, his maſter's command 
had no influence upon him at all, and 
be would never have done it, unleſs 
there had been ſome what elſe to in- 
1 dure lim thereunto, beſides his maſ- 
ttteters pleaſure. 2 commands us 
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many things which ſuit well with our 
ſecret” plans and intereſts, 'and there- 


upon a man doth what is commanded, 
but not ſo much becauſe it is com 
manded, as becauſe it furthers his own 
ſecular advantages and worldly de- 
ſigns. Doih be herein what he doth 

faithfully? Doth 
his maſter, or rather doth he not ſerve 


himſelf? Inſtances in this kind are 


. eaſily to be found. To be diligent in 
our calling, to be as good as our 
word, to be punctual with every man 
with whom we have any intercourſe, 
to deal juſtly and fairly with all, 
theſe are things which God ſtrictly 


enjoins, and on which he lays much 


weight; but they are alſo things ubich 
make much for a man's reputation in 
the world, which make others willing 
to employ him, to deal with him, and 

100 . truſt 


be ſincetely ſerve 
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truſt him, and conſequently which 
muſt conduce to the advantage of every 
one in the concerns even of the pre- 
ſent life. Now, how many are there 
who do all theſe external things which 
God hath commanded, but without. 
any reſpect at all to his command, and 
purely with reſpe& to their worldly in- 
tereſt, that they may. preſerve their 
reputation, eriereaſe their buſineſs, 
and thereby improve OW Ek : 
and * _ nne 

RET V9 ov 1111991 30 01 | 
Now, en ſuch! men may andy 
be ſaid to deal faithfully with men, 
yet can they never be ſaid to do what 
they do faithfully in reference to God i 
becauſe doing nothing of all this with 
reſpect to him, and in obedience to 
his command, they are not in truth ſo 
wuch his Ervatits in what they do as 
Nun We | their 
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their on. To do ſuch things as theſe, 
and all other things faithfully, in re- 
ference to God; to do them as· Gaius 
did, is to do them with reſpect to 
God's commands. This was David's 
caſe, to have reſpect to all God's com- 
nandments. To look at the command 
of God and to do every thing as de- 
ning and aiming at a conformity to 
his will; this is to do things in fingle- 
2 F heart. as unto God, and mare 
as eas the Tau * not unto men. 


ebf tac 28 
dy. 5 To do any thing cnt, 
worthy. W One end we ſhould 
propoſe to ourſelves in all our actions, 
19, to. pleaſe God, and to have accept- 
ance with him. à The apoſtle; exhort- 
ing to a charitable relief of thoſe who 


are in want, draws an argument to 
PR 
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perſuade us to ſuck charity, fromthe 
acceptanet tliat it hath with God; 
thereby teaching us, that God ĩs pleaſed 
with what W do, and that his ac- 
.ceptance of us ought to be one chief 
end in all our actions. Jo di good, and 
fo communicate, forget not; for with ſuch 
ſecrifices. God ir- well pleaſed: He uſes 
the ſame argument when he exhorts 
children to be obedient to their pa- 
rents; Children, "obey your Parents in all - 
things; ſor this is well-pleaſing unto "the 
Lard. It was therefore David's ear- 
neſt prayer unto God, that alt his 
thoughts and words might be pleaſing 
to God, Let the words of my mouth, and 
the meditation of my heart, be akvays ac- 
ceptable in thy gur; O Lord, my flrength 
and my Redner. This was' alſo” St; 
Paut's-great care and endeavour ;-' Ve 
ner ſaith he, hat whether: abſent or 
— l Freſent, 
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preſent, we may be accepted of him; 
and his prayer in behalf of the Co- 
loſſians was, that they might walk 
n of the Lord, unto all pleaſing. 


Another and that we ſhould pro- 
poſe to ourſelves in our actions, is the 
good of others, according to the na- 
ture and tendency of the action, and 
fo far as it relates to the good of our 
brethren. Let all things be done with 
charity, faith the apoſtle. N ow, cha- 
rity. hath reſpect not only to our own - 
benefit, but alſo to the benefit of 
others. And again, ef no man feet 
his own, but every man another gv % 
Let him not ſeek his own wealth, his 
own profit or advantage alone ; his 
own, to the detriment, prejudice, or 
hindrance of his brother, but his bro- 
ther's as well as, and together with 
Od Was AR: 
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his own. Thus then we have ſeen 
what it is to do whatſoever a man 
doth faithfully. He doth every thing 
faithfully, who is carefully ſolicitous 
in all things to have his warrant or 
allowance from the word of God; 
who, in matters of duty, hath an eye 
to God's command, and doth not only 
what is commanded, but becauſe it is 
commanded; and laſtly, who doth all 
things from right motives and to wor- 
thy ends; which brings me to what 
I propoſed ſecondly—or. why is it ſo 
great a thing, a duty of ſuch import- 
_ ance to a chriſtian, to do whatſoever 
he doth faithfully ? Nom, for this, 
there are ſeveral reaſons. * | 


| in Wichout this Hirai 
5 ſervice. i Valued or accepted of 
God. Whete this is wanting, the 
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moſt ſpecious, the moſt ſplendid, and 
glorious ſervices in his account ſignify 
little or nothing, whatever eſteem men 
may have of them. Whence is it that 
the very ſacrifices of the wicked, the 
beſt things they do, are ſo far from 
being pleaſing unto God, that they 
are an abomination to him. ls it not 
becauſe they do nothing faithfully ? Is 
it not becauſe their hearts being not 
right, they do nothing ſincerely, no- 
thing from due motives and princi- 
ples, nothing to right ends? Certainly 
this is one thing, and not the leaſt, 
that makes all their performances 
of no avail with God, though, the 
ſinfulneſs of their hearts, and the 
wickedneſs of their lives, make God 
abhor their ſervices, as he often de- 
clares 3 yet, this very thing, that they 

do nothing faithfully, as unto God, 
(that is, in ſuch a mane; with 
N 2 . 
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ſuch a frame of heart, and tothoſ ends 
which he requires) is the chief cauſe 
that renders their beſt actions unpleaſ- 
ing in his fight, becauſe they come from 
them, and are performed by them. 
This is what Solomon ſeems to in- 
end, and the account which he ſeems 


dc give of this matter. The ſacrifice 


of the wicked, ſaith he, is abomination 
to the Lord; how much more when he 
Þrmgeth it with a wicked mind? As 
if he had ſaid, though the wickedneſs 
of his life be enough to make God 
loath every thing he doth, even his 
very facrifice ; yet that he bringeth 
it with a wicked mind; that, pretend- 
ing to worſhip God; his heart is falſe 
and deceitful ; that he hath baſe ends 
"and deſigns of his own in what 
he would be thought to do for God, 
17 to e this makes His ſer- 
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vices more odious and abominable 
unto him. 


| — There is no ſervice, however 
mean and trifling, in man's account, 
but is both accepted and rewarded of 
God, if it be done faithfully. o 
ſeever ſhall give to any one but a cup of 
cold water to drink in Chriſt's name, 
and becauſe he belongs to him, to 
a diſciple in the name of a diſciple, as 
ſuch and upon that account, he ſhall 
in no wiſe loſe his reward. A man 
may give far greater things than a cup 
of cold water, and that to a diſciple 
too, and yet ſhall he have no reward 
from God, if he give it upon ſome © 
other undue conſideration, and for. 
ſome ſecret purpoſe of his own ; but 
let him do what he doth faithfully and 
ſincerely, to a diſciple in the name of 
F TY a diſciple, 
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a diſciple, and he ſhall not loſe his 
reward, though he gave him but a 
cup of cold water to drink. He may 
be apt to think that ſo poor a thing 
will never be ſo far regarded, or 
taken notice of, as to be rewarded; 
but Chriſt, with much earneſtneſs, 


- :+* hath declared, that even ſo trifling a 


thing as this, ſo performed, ſhall not 
go unrewarded. Our Saviour, to ra- 
tify his promiſe, and to make it the 
ſtronger, uſes ſuch a manner of ſpeech 
as hath a double emphaſis in it: he 
doth not barely affirm it, but he doth 
it with a ſerious and ſolemn aſſevera- 
tion; Fertly, 1 jay unto you, he ſball not 
boſe his:reward; and again, be ſhall in 
no 4eiſe loſe bis reward. Thus, we ſee, 
whatſoever is done faithfully, and by 
whomſoever, it ſhall be accepted and 
rewarded. But where this faithfulneſs 
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is wanting, there the better our ſervices 
are in appearance, the more notoriouſly 
and groſsly do we play the hypocrites. 
For in ſuch ſervices we do in ſpecial 
manner. pretend to honour God and 
ſeek his glory; but when it is only 
pretended, and we really mind nothing 
leſs than what we outwardly profeſs, 
how odious and abominable muſt this 
be in his fight, who is a ſpirit, and 
will be ſerved in ſpirit and in truth. 
Remember then that God is not 
mocked, that is, he 1s not deluded, 
and put off with outward ſhews and 
_ appearances inſtead of realities, as men 
may be who look upon the outward 
appearance, but cannot look into the 
heart; for, what a man ſoweth, that 
he ſhall aſſuredly reap. 
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Beloved, thou doeft faithfully whatſoever 
thou doeſt to the brethren, and to. 


ſtrangers. 

þ HIS ſhort epiſtle of St. John, 
was written to Gaius, a ſincere 
and zealous chriſtian. Where he lived, 


and to what church he belonged, is 


uncertain. But whereſoever his abode 


was, whether at Corinth, Derby, or 


Epheſus, or elſewhere, it is evident 

that he was a man eminent for reli- 

gion, and * uſeful in his ſtation. 
But 
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But the principal thing which the 
apoſtle takes notice of in him, for 
which he commends and encourages 
him; is his charity and hoſpitality 
to the ſaints, in relieving them, and 
giving entertainment to them, or 


rather his uprightneſs and fincerity 
therein. Thou doeſt fai thfully what- 


joe ver thou doeff to the brethren, and to 
8 Jo 4 x; 


% 
— 14 * * 


In the ber diſcourſe from theſe 
words, I endeayoured to ſhew what 
it 1s to do every thing faithfully, and 
why. this f is ſo great and important a 
duty. I hall now proceed to apply 
what was ſaid on this ſubject. And 
firſt, this preſents juſt matter of hu- 
miliation to us, even to the beſt 
amongſt us, becauſe there is ſo little, 
ſo very little of this faithfulneſs to 
ne FI | be 
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be found in our actions and ſer- 


vices. We may be apt to think we 


have done a great deal of good ſeverall 


ways, and ſo pleaſe ourſelves in the 
expectation of our reward; but if 
things be well examined, how little 
ſnall we be found to have done, that 
will be approved of, and advance our 
account hereafter? How much pride, 
vain glory, and hypocriſy; how much 
ſeeking of ourſelves and our on 
things, inſtead of ſeeking the glory of 
God and the things of Chriſt ! Ho 
many of the good things which we 
have done, have been done by us from 
other lower conſiderations than the 
command of God ; from other mo- 
tives and to other ends, than'that we 
might thereby honour and pleaſe him, 
and be accepted with him ? Inſtances 
of our miſcarriages this way might be 
endleſs 


— 
— - 
= 
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endleſs almaſt, if it was expedient to 
enlarge upon them; I ſhall only hint 
dt ſome few inſtances, that by our 
ſiuallings in them we may be the better 
Ahle to underſtand ourſelves, and know 
bow we ought to judge of ourſelves in 
reference to the reſt of our life, and 
: "its various failings we bene i 


RY My firſt . mall bes that of 
mens employment in the way of their 
trade and commerce. This is the main 
buſimeſs of their life, and takes up the 
moſt conſiderable part of their time; 
to which I may alſo add, that it is the 
buſineſs on which their abilities and 
ſtrength are moſtly exerted. Great pity. 
_ therefore it is that ſo little of what they 
do in this way ſhould turn to their ac- 
count hereafter; that ſo little i is done 
n and ſincerely, as unto God, 


and 
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and not to men. For how common 
a thing is it with moſt men in their 
dealings, to look no farther than their 
own outward advantage, and the pro- 
curing a competent, or a fair and 
comfortable livelihood and ſubſiſtence 
for themſelves, and their relatives. 
Where, almoſt, is the perſon to be 
Found, who doth every thing in the 
way of his calling, as unto God, and 
not to men; who ſets God before his 
eyes | continually in all his tranſac- 
tions; who treats every man with 
whom he deals, as in God's ſight; 
who ſeeks and conſults the good of 
others as well as his own, in every 
[bargain he makes; in a word, who 
diſcharges all the duties of his particu- 
lar calling, with a reſpect to God's 
command, with 'a deſign of pleaſing 
him, and being accepted of him. Let 
* Js thoſe 
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thoſe who are engaged in trade, or 
commerce, lay their hands upon their 
breaſts, and aſk their own hearts, 
whether this be their daily practice. 
It they reflect upon their conduct im- 
partially, and ſearch narrowly, it is 
cd be feared they will find too much 
2 cauſe to be e bon: their me 


A | rides ee may be takeld 
from thoſe in the lower ranks of life, 
who are very conſtant and induſtrious 
in their labour, for ſuch many of the 
Poorer fort are (though many others 
of them eat the bread. of idleneſs, 
whoſe hands refuſe to labour, and will 
not have honeſt employment when 
they may; but with reſpe& to thoſe 
before ſpoken of, who are diligent 
| and induſtrious,) they riſe betimes in 
"he n. they follow! their work 
cloſely 


h 
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cloſely all the day, and go late to bed 
at night; a very commendable thing 
in them, and greatly to be encou- 
raged; but yet, alas! what is their 
great end in all this? Do they mind 
God in their employment? Are they 
diligent in their calling, becauſe he 
commands them fo to be? Do they 
in their daily occupation intend- the 
ſerving of his Providence? Do they 
ſeek his glory in that low condition of 
life? Do they humbly and content= 
edly ſubmit to his Providence in thus 
diſpoſing of things, and in allotting 
them ſo ſlender a portion of the things 
of this life, and putting them to get 
their livelihood in ſo painful and la- 
borious an occupation? As low as 
their condition is, do they ſeek to 
| honour God in it as much as they 
can? If they do fo,” then they do 
| faithfully 


8 faithfully what they do in their. mean 
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condition; and they may aſſure them- 
ſelves, that as their eye is on God, ſo 
God's eye is on them, he takes no- 
tice of, and will aſſuredly reward their 
faithfulneſs. But how few are there 
who look ſo high as to mind God at 
All, or in the leaſt indy to re 
—— to him ? ah 


755 Aciethee infotnce may be taken from 
the conduct, both of parents and chil- 
dren. Moſt parents, it is true, are 
Not withoot natural love, affection, 
and tenderneſs for their children in 
their younger years; and when they 
are grown up they are full of careful 
thoughts about them, and ſo ſtudious 
of their temporal welfare, that they 
think they can never do enough to 
5 W their n proſperity. Yet, 

. that 
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that many parents do theſe things no 
otherwiſe than the brute beaſts feed 
and protect their young by natural 
inſtinct and affection is manifeſt, be- 
cauſe, if the command of God did pre- 
vail with them, it would alſo make 
them conſcientiouſly induſtrious in 
diſcharging. their duty to their ſouls, 
which God hath ſtrictly enjoined. But 
how miſerably do they neglect them, 
in this their moſt important intereſt ? 
They too often neither beſtow any 
pains upon them, to inſtruct them in 
the principles of religion, and their 
duty to God, nor uſe any effectual 
means for preventing and reſtraining 
ſin in them, Nor is this the only 
evidence of their performing no part 
of their duty to them in obedience to 
God; for if they did, then would the 
ſame command and authority of God 
VOL. II. O a 
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alſo engage them to reform their own 
Hives ; then would they not, as many 
of them do, allow themſelves in ſinful 
ways, lighting God's authority, and 
caſting his word behind their back. 
The ſame likewiſe may be ſaid of chil- 
dren, I ſpeak of children, grown up 
to years of ſome diſcretion, and able 
to put a difference between good and 
evil. They obey their parents (ſome 
of them I mean, though many others 
are undutiful, headſtrong, and rebel- 
hous) I fay, the better ſort of children 
-obey their parents, are unwilling to 
offend them, or incur their diſpleaſure; 
but yet it is not the command of God 
-  thatfways them, or prevails with them; 
it is becauſe they ſtand in ſome awe 
of their parents, but not becauſe they 
ſtand in awe of God, who hath threat- 
ened to puniſh ſtubborn and diſobe- 


dient 
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dient children, and hath Promiſed to 
reward. ſuch of them as are dutiful 
and obedient, as 1s implied i in the mo- 
tive annexed to the fifth command- 
ment. It is becauſe of their depend- 
ance on them, becauſe they live in 
expectation of further kindneſſes from 
them; but not with reſpect to God's 


commandment, who hath ſaid, Honour 


thy father and thy mother, and Children 
obey your parents, for this is Well pleaſing 


unto God. This confideration, that it 
is well pleaſing unto God, hath not 
the leaſt influence upon that obedience 
which many children yield to their pa- 
rents, hor are they at all moved by 


this to the performance of their duty 


Thus have I ſhewn in theſe few 
inſtances, to which many more might 
O 2 be 


3 
# 
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be added, that though men may do 
many good things, yet very little of 
what they do, may, upon examina- 
tion, appear to have been done faith- 
fully; ſo far are they from being capa- 
ble of the teſtimony and commenda- 
tion given to Gaius, to whom the 
apoſtle ſaith, Thou deeft faithfully what- 
"ſoever thou doeft, both to The brake 
e K 


= What I ſhall further add by way ae 
_- application, ſhall be to ſhew how this 
| \ faithfulneſs may be known, and how 


it may be attained. A man then dan: 
know himſelf t to be faithful, 


Firſt, If he be a ADR conſci- 
entious. Faithfulneſs will cauſe a man 
to have reſpect to his whole duty, to 
all God's commandments, If any 

Ws | known 
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ſtantly neglected, it is a ſtrong argu- 
went that little elſe is done faithfully, 
or at leaſt, ſo faithfully as it ought to 
ene done. For thoſe principles 
which would engage a man to faith- 


fulneſs in one thing, would alſo do it 


in all other things. He that is faith- 
ful in that which is leaſt, is faithful 


alſo in the greateſt; and he that is 


unjuſt in the leaſt, is unjuſt alſo 


in the greateſt. Upon this ground 


it is that St. James faith, M hoſoe ver 
Pall keep the whole law, and yet offend 
in one point, is guilty of all: the rea- 
fon whereof he adds in the next verſe; 
-becauſe the ſame authority of God is 


| deſpiſed and violated in the breach of 


any one law, which ſhould prevail 
with us to yield obedience to all. He 
who cares ſo little for God's authority, 


as, notwithſtanding, to venture on ſin 1 


known duty be willingly and con- 
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things, if there were the like opportu- 
nity and temptation offered. Where- 

fore, God, who ſees the inwardiframe 

of his heart, and how. it ſtands affect- 
ed, Igoks upon him as guilty of the 


. breach of the whole law in effect. Uh 


Il you have a fight of your unfaith- 


fulneſs; and if, moreover, you hear- 

tily bewail it, and ſincerely mourn over 
it; if you diſcern how apt you are to 
have unworthy and worldly ends in 
your beſt actions; to have your eyes on 


** yourſelf, your own advantage, credit, 


reputation, More than God's ho- 
nour; if, furthermore, theſe things 
be grievous and burthenſome to you; 
if you be humbled for them, if you 
hate them, if you conſtantly. pray 
againſt them, and vigorouſly ſtrive | 
- WF I 8 againſt 
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againſt them: if it be thus with you, 
it is hence manifeſt that you would 
be faithful, and conſequently that 
God mercifully looks up you as 
faithful ; and through the interceſſion 
of his Son, will, for his ſake, accord- 
ingly treat you, and deal with you. 
But it is much to be feared, that there 
is little or no faithfulneſs where there 
is no diſcerning of a man's unfaith- 
fulneſs, no bewailing it, or ſtriving 
"againſt its power. It is a fign that 
there is little or no faith where there 
is not a ſight, and a ſenſe, of the 
weakneſs of a man's faith, and of 
his unbelief ; and conſequently where 
there is no ſtriving, no ſerious en- 
deavours to ſubdue the remainders 
of a man's unbelief, and to ſtrengthen 
his faith. 


O4 2dly. 


* 
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Zaly. "You may. warrantably con- 
dude that you are in ſome meaſure 
faithful unto God, in managing the 
ſervices if which his Providence en- 
gageth you; if, when you have done 
your duty, in ſome weak meaſure, as 
vou are able, nothing elſe can ſatisfy 
you but God's acceptance of your 
actions. Is acceptation with men, 
good repute, commendation, and ap- 
plauſe from the world, nothing to 
you, unleſs God be pleaſed to diſco- 
ver his acceptance of you? Are you 
reſtleſs and unſatisfied, unleſs he be 
pleaſed ſome way or other to let you 
know that he is well pleaſed with 
what you have done? Doth his ac- 
ceptance quiet your mind, and fatisfy 
your ſoul, whatever men judge of you; 
yea, though all the world ſhould diſlike 
and cenſure your actions? This is a 

1 great 
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great argument, and a ſolid ground 
of ſatisfaction to you, that your aim 
was to pleaſe God, and to approve 
yourſelf to him; that you did what 
you did fincerely and faithfully as un- 
to him, and not unto men.—But if 
men's acceptance of you, if their good 
thoughts of you, and good words do 


ſatisfy you, and you look no further; 


if, having this, you are quiet and at 
reſt ; you have great cauſe to ſuſpect 
yourſelf, or rather to conclude againſt 
yourſelf, that you have what you 
aimed at, and that your main de- 
ſign was to pleaſe men, rather than 
God. Had your chief aim and defire 
been to pleaſe: God, and to be ac- 
cepted of him, nothing elſe beſides 
his acceptance would have fatisfied 
you. | 


= Laſtly. 
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- Laſtly. If it be aſked, how we may 
attain to do every . * 
. ; | 


You avaſt 8 i in. all 
things to which you apply yourſelf, 
-and obſerve the inward principles and 


wotives of all your actions. Though 


you know the things which you do to 
be lawful, and to be, perhaps, not only 
lawful, but your duty; and though 
there be in you, general intentions to 
to do every thing faithfully, yet ſuch 
is the corruption of your heart, that 
you will find it often interpoſe and 
mingle itſelf with your beſt actions, 
vitiating them, by putting you upon 
them from undue: motives, and to 
| baſe and unworthy ends. Wherefore, 
beſides your general reſolutions to en- 
deavour 1 in all things to act faithfully, 
IN it 
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it will be of great concernment to you, 
that you often put the queſtion to 


. your ſoul, and aſk yourſelf, What „ 
_ my preſent end or deſign? What is my. 


determining motive? If we frequently 


thus reflected on ourſelves, and exa- 


mined the principles of our words and 
actions, as we ſhould thereby often 
| diſcover the falſeneſs of our hearts, 


and our unfaithfulneſs in what we do; 


ſo it would be a powerful means to 
make us faithful, and to Preſerve us 
from thoſe undue and ſiniſter motives, 
thoſe unworthy ends, which too often 
prevail in us, and have too great an 
influence on our actions. 

To conclude; let us remember al- 
ways, that it is our great intereſt to do 
every thing faithfully, | becauſe other- 


wiſe all that we do is loſt, and unwor- | 


. 
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 - thy of reward. It ĩs the groſſeſt deceit 
=... wy you for that ſervice, which was not in- 
tttended to be done for him, but for 
pourſelf, or for ſome other maſter? It 
B plain that ſervice; in which his glory 
= was not intended, but your own 
8 reputation and advantage, or your 
EE: worldly intereſt, is no ſervice to him. 
2 When the Scribes and Phariſees were 
vain- glorious and hypocritical in their 
deſigns, praying and giving alms only 
do be ſeen of men, Chriſt ſaid of them, 
Fr̃'öůey have their reward. In like man- 
ner, thoſe who ſeek only praiſe and 
cCW8eommendation from men, have what 
ſttey ſought after. Men may applaud 
them, and ſpeak well of them, and 
chat is all the reward for which they 
mauſt look. From God they muſt ex- 
pect no reward, whom they never in- 
” ® tended 
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tended to pleaſe, or honour by their 
| ſervice; but, like the Scribes and Pha- 
riſees, whom they reſemble, whatever 
may be their reward on earth, be for 


ever excluded from the kingdom of 
heaven. 9 7 


— 
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loved us. 


HE india ingredients 'in a 
good and excellent character are, 
piety towards God, and charity and 
beneyolence towards mankind; and 
of both theſe our Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
| hath exhibited to us a moſt perfect 
example. The latter is what I ſhall 
now conſider. St; Paul in the text, 
exhorting chriſtians to walk in love, 
very los urges the example of 
Chriſt, 


oe walk in love, as ; Chrif 400 hath 


\ 


but eſpecially in its laſt concluding 
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| Chriſt, as a motive which ſhould have 
à great influence to engage them to its 
practice: Walk in love, as Chrift alſo 
bath loved us. Ie gave many ſignal 
proofs of his difintereſted benevolence 
and loving kindneſs towards mankind, 
through the courſe of his facred life, 


ſcene, when be gave himſelf for us, an 
offering and a ſacrifice ta God, of a ſiveet 

uelling ſevour. Accordingly, when 
our Saviour layeth it as his ſpecial 


commandment upon his diſciples, that 


they ſhould love one another, he pro- 
poſeth his own love to them, as fur- 
niſhing both 'the moſt engaging mo- 
tive to mutual benevolence, and the 
moſt amiable and perfect pattern of 
this virtue; Tit is my commandment, 
(faith. be) chat ye love one another, as 1 


have loved you. 


The 


8 un N. 0 
The inſtances of Chriſt's benevo- 
lence, and love towards mankind ate 


6 many, that it is not eaſy to make 4 
diſtinct enumeration of them. 


"His benevolent kifpokition peared 
in the admirable precepts of love 
that dropped from his lips: when 
he ſummed up the whole law it was 
in love, in love to God, and love to 
our neighbour ; and by our neighbour 
he hath taught us to underſtand, not 
merely thoſe of the fame city; nation, 
or religion with ourſelves, but all man- 
kind, ſo as to be ready to do them 
good, as far as we have ability and op- 
portunity. Not only hath he for- 
bidden the rendering evil for evil,” 
but he hath commanded us to ren- 
der good for evil, to © love our ene- 
mies, to ** bleſs them that curſe us, 
Vor. II. P and 
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life was one. conſtant. ſeries. of the 
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8 and to pray for them that deſpitefally 55 
uſe, us and perſecute us, which is 
carrying benevolence to the nobleſt 


height. His own temper and practice 
alſo was every way anſwerable to the 


excellence of his doctrine. Not only 


was he far from injuring or wronging 


any man, or doing the leaſt act of in- 


juſtice or violence, but he went about 
doing good, as St. Peter aſſures us. His 


moſt beneficent acts of goodneſs to 
the bodies and ſouls of men. The 
deſign of his coming was as he himſelf 
repreſenteth i it, to ſeek and to ſave that 
which was oft. He came to preach the 

goſpel to the poor, to bea the broken- 
bearted, to preach deliverance to the cap- 
tives, and recovering of fight to the 


Md, to fet at liberty them that. are 
| bru ied. Is ON to converſe 


with 
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Vith the pooreſt, the meaneſt; and 
even with thoſe who were called pub- 


scans and ſinners, that he might have 


an opportunity of inſtructing them, 

and bringing them to a ſincere repent- 

ance. As the great heavenly phyſi- 
cian, he went about among them to 
heal their diſtempered ſouls. Far was 
he from diſcouraging any beginnings 
and tendencies towards good; he did 

not break tbe bruiſed reed, nor quench 
the ſmoking flax. What | wonderful 

love and pity breathe in that moſt 
gracious invitation, ſo worthy of the 
Saviour of mankind, Come unto me all 
ye that labour and are heavy laden; and 
T <will give you reft. Take my yoke upon 
you, and learn of me, for I am meek and 
lowly in heart, and ye ſhall find reft unto 
your fouls. For my yoke is co ond” * 


burthen is light; . 
| Nes P 2 . St. 
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St. Matthew, after giving an ac- 
count of Chriſt's going about all the 
citiet and villages, teaching in their fy- 
nagogues,. and bealing their diſeaſes, ob 
ſerves that, when he ſaw: tbs multitudes, 
els within him yearned over them, as 
the word in the enginab ſiguifies) 
7 they fainted and were ſcattered: 
4 ſbeeff having un ſbepberd.. 
3 he te bis diſeipler, The bar- 
veſt truly is great, but. the labourers are 
| Jew. Pray ye, therefore, the lord. of the 
harveſi that be will fend forth: labourers- 
= inte bis bar vg. Not only on this, 
IS but on: ſeveral other occaſiens alſo, we 
read of his being moved with com- 
paſſion. Thus we are told in the 
fourteenth. chapter of St. Matthew, 
that Jeſus went forth, and ſaw a great 
5 . and was moved with come 
42 Paus 
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Pon towards them, and healed their 
Fe : and, as St. Mark tells us, in the 
parallel paſſage, be began to teach them 
many things. 


Indeed, all his miracles in general, 
were acts of godlike benevolence as 
well as power. He healed the moſt 
deſperate diſeaſes, cleanſed the lepers, 
cauſed the dumb to ſpeak, the lame 
to walk, and the blind to ſee, and as 
St. Peter expreſſes himſelf, healed all 
thoſe that were oppreſſed of the devil. 
None ever applied to him for aſſiſt- 
.ance and relief, who went away un- 
heard or unanſwered from his pre- 


ſence. He ſeemed, indeed, at firſt, to- 


reject the requeſt of the Syropheeni- 


him come, and heal her daughter; but 
it appeared, in the iſſue, that this was 


- ix. only 


cian woman, who would have had 
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only to quicken her application, wit! 
2 wie to render ber faith, as well as 
his mercy, more illuſtrious. 

When the Samaritans, in a certain 
village, refuſed to receive and entertain 
him; and two of his diſciples, out of a 
Juſt regard, as they thought, for the 
honour of their Lord and maſter, and a 
zeal againſt ſuch hereticks and unbe- 
Lievers, as they eſteemed the Samaritans, 
to be, defired that he would allow them 
to command fire from heaven to come 
down and conſume them, even as Elias 
did; he gave a remarkable proof of 
the great goodneſs and tenderneſs. of 
his mind, in the anſwer he returned 
to them. We are told that he turned, 
and rebuked them, and laid, 22 know 

not zobat manner of ſpirit ye are ; 
Jor the. Son of Man is not come to deſtroy 

nen s * but to fave them. 


Beſides 
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Beſides this general love and good- 
neſs which he exerciſed to all, he ſhew-: 
ed the tenderneſs of his heart, by a 
moſt pure friendſhip towards thoſe 
with whom he cultivated ſpecial inti- 
macy. 'Who, that hath any generous 
feelings in his on breaſt, can, with- 
out emotion, read the account givem us 
of his conduct, with regard to Laza- 
rus? Firſt, there was a meſſage ſent 

to him in theſe moving terms, Lord, 
behold, he whom thou lovęſt is fich. When, 
two days after, he acquainted his diſ- 
ciples with Lazarus's death, he did it 
in à manner that plainly ſhewed the 
tender friendſhip he bore him: Our 
friend Lazarus fleepeth, but I go that T 

may awake him out of fleep. When, 
afterwards, he was brought to the 
grave of Lazarus, and faw Mary 
Foeping, and the Jews alſo weeping 

ES 
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that came with her, he groaned in the 
ſpirit, and was troubled, and ſoon 


. after his concern expreſſed itſelf by 


his tears; for, we are told, that Feſis 
wept : upon obſerving which the Jews 
could not help ſaying, Bebold, how he 

lowed bim There was one of the 


twelve, who was deſcribed by this 


character, that he was the diſciple 
whom Jeſus loved; that is, for whom 
be had a ſpecial affection and friend- 
ſhip, namely, the apoſtle St. John, In- 
deed, he appears to have well deſerved 
his maſter's love, as he was of a moſt 
amiable diſpoſition, - whoſe ſoul over- 
flowed with love to God and man- 
kind; of which we have manifeſt 
proofs i in his excellent epiſtles. But 
our Saviour's friendſhip was not con- 
. fined to him; he ſhewed a wonderful 
ak to all his i dſples This appeared 


in 
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in his whole conduct towards them, 


through the courſe of his perſonal mi- 
niſtry ; but, eſpecially, in that pure af - 
fection and friendſhip towards them, 
which appears in his excellent vale- 
dictory diſcourſes, a little before his 
laſt ſufferings! What wonderful ex- 
preſſions are the following: As the Fa- 
ther hath loved me, ſo have I loved you, 
continue ye in my love. Again, Thrs is my 
commandment, that ye Tove one another, as 
T have loved you; greater love hath no 
man than this, that @ man lay down his 
life for bis friends. Of this friendſhip, 
he himſelf gave the moſt finiſhed ex- 
ample; ſo that one may juſtly wonder, 
that any ſhould pretend they can find 
no ſuch thing as friendſhip in the goſ- 
pel, when it is ſo effectually recom- 

mended by the precepts and example 
of the Holy Jeſus. What a tender 
N concern 


= *%. 
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concern doth he ſhew for his. diſci- 
ples, when they were grieved at the 
thoughts of his departure from them 
What excellent inſtructions doth he 
give them, what encouraging and re- 
-viving promiſes! Never was there 
unĩted ſo much dignity and tenderneſs, 
as in the prayer he offered up when 
he was entering on his laſt ſufferings 
and death. In what affectionate ſtrains 
doth he recommend them to his Hea- 
venly Father! Now, I am no more in 
the. world, but theſe are in the world, 
n I come unto thee : Holy Father, keep 
| through thine own name thoſe whom thou 
beſt given me, that they may be one as 
we are. Whilſt I was with them in the 
avorld, I lept them in thy name. And 
no come I unto thee, and theſe things 
I ſpeak in the world, that they might 
| have my joy fulfilled in themſelves. I 
o | pray 


5 8 ER MON. XK. 2% 
Fr 1 not that thou  ſhouldſt. 1 1 | 


out; of the, world, but that thou ſhouldft 
—_ them from evil. Sanctiſy them 
tbruugb thy truth," thy word is truth. 
Neitber pray ] for theſe alone, but for 
them alſo which ſhall believe in ne 
through their word; that they all may 
be one, as thou, Father, art in me, and 
I in thee, that they may be one in us. 
Father, I will that they alſo whom thou 
Baſt given me, be with me where I am, . 
that they may behold my glory which thou _ 
baſt given me. And he concludes with  . 
ſaying, I have declared unto them thy 
name, and will declare it, that the love, 
herewith thou haſt. loved me, 21 be in 
them, and I. in An. | 


After he had finiſhed this his prayer, 
when the Jews came with an armed 
force to apprehend him, his tender 

| care 
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_ care for his diſciples ſtill ſhewed it- 
Flf in thoſe diſtreſsful circumſtances. 
Having aſked thoſe who came to ſeize 
Join of Nazareth; he anſwered, 7 
Dave told you that I am be. If, there- 
Fore, ye ſeek me, let theſe go their way. 


Our Saviour's conduct towards Pe- 
ter deſerves ſpecial notice: he knew 

that he would deny him, yet he did 
not, for that reaſon, reſolve to caſt him 
off, but kindly admoniſhed him of 
His approaching fall. What an invi- 
olable friendſhip to htm, what tender- 
neſs breathes in thoſe expreſſions, S- 
anon, Simon, Satan hath defired to have 
you, that be may fift you as wheat ; but 
I have prayed for thee that thy faith fail 
not. After Peter had actually denied 
Aim, and repeated the denial with an 


oath, what a look did he caſt towards 
him, not full of wrath and ſeverity to 
drive him into deſpair, but a look of 
compaſiton and gentle reproof, accom- 
panied with a Divine Power, which. 
immediately melted his foul into peni- 
tential ſorrow! We are told, that 
the Lord turned, and looked upon Peter; 
and Peter remembered the word of the. 
Lord, how he ſaid unto him, before the 
cock crow thou ſhalt deny me thrice ; and 
Peter went out and wept bitterly. Nay, 
to ſhew that he ſtill retained his 
friendly diſpoſition towards Peter, he 
condeſcended to a kind and particular 
notice of him, after his Reſurrection, 
when he no doubt was much dejected 
and "afflicted by the conſciouſneſs of 
his former ungrateful and unworthy 
conduct. It was in conformity to 
our Lord's will, that the angel ſaid to 

6 | 725 he: the 


the woman that came early to the 
ſepulchre, Go your ay, tell bis diſci- 
_ ples,” and Peter, thut be goerb before 
you into Galilke, there ſhall you fee him 
as be ſaid unto you. He himſelf ap- 
peared unto Peter the firſt of any of 
the apoſtles : He was ſeen (ſaith St. 
Paul) of bad, that is, of 19 
then tw the twelve. © | . 
We 40 not find ik he ws: 
bim with his conduct after his Reſur- 
rection, but in the moſt gentle manner 
put him in mind of his threefold de- 
EL nial, without expreſsly mentioning it 
ct bim, by aſking lum thrice, 1 
| fon of Jonas, loveft thou me? And thrice 


. — the p to him, Fred we 
/ ſheep:- © * f3 1 28 dior EG? 
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But that which” e all de- 
e. to be conſidered, and which is 
frequently 
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ftequently inſiſted upon in the facred 
writings as the moſt wonderful in- 


ſtance of his benevolence and love to 


mankind, as weil as of obedience to 
his heavenly Father, is, that he ſub- 
+ mitted to all thoſe grievous ſufferings, 

and to a cruel and ignominious death 

for this end, that he might offer him- 
ſelf a ſacrifice for ſinful men, and 
might obtain eternal redemption for 


them. The apoſtle St. Paul in the 


text, lays a particular ſtreſs upon this, 
when, after having faid, Walk in love, 


as Obriſt alſo hath loved us; he adds, 


and hath given himſelf for us an offering 
and a ſacrifice to God of a ſweet ſmelling 


ſavour. To this our Lord Jeſus Chriſt | 


himſelf refers, when he ſaid, that he 
would give his fleſh for the life of the 
world, That be came to give his life a 
ranſom, or price of redemption, for 


many. 
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may. That bis blood was ſhed for 


_ apoſtle, that Chriſt gave bis life à ran- 


many for the remiſton of fins. Agreeable 
to this are thoſe declarations of the 


em for many. That be died for all, 
oben all were dead, that is, dead in 


treſpaſſes and fins, and under a ſen- 
* - tenceof condemnation. The greatneſs 


of the Divine love, as appearing in 


this inſtance, is excellently repreſented 


in the fifth chapter of the epiſtle to 


* 


 ftnners, Chriſt died for us. He loved 


me. The manner of expreſſion ſhews, 


the Romans. When we were yet with= 


out firength, in due time Chriſt died for 
the "ungodly. For ſcarcely for à righte- 
ous man will one die; yet, peradventure, 
for a good man ſome would even dare to 
die. But God commendeth bis love to- 
wards us, in that while we were yet 


me, faith St. Paul, and gave himſelf for 


that 
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that tke ſurrendering himſelf up to 4 


* 
— 


ſuch grievous ſufferings was Chriſt's 
own act and deed, not only in obe- 
dience to his Heavenly Father's will; 
who would never have forced it upon 
him without his own conſent, but 
from a principle of the moſt free and 
generous benevolence towards man- 
kind. It is on this account eſpecially” 
that the apoſtle repreſents the love of 


Ghriſt towards us, as a {ove that paſſerh 


knowledge. What an aſtoniſhing love 


doth it ſhew, that ſo glorious a perſon, 


the Son of God incarnate, the Divine 


Emmanuel, ſhould, for us men, and 
our ſalvation, ſubmit to ſuch a ſeries” 


of unequalled humiliations and ſuffer- 


ings, as were beyond imagination great 
and grievous ! That he ſhould con- 


ſent to be made fin for us (as St. Paul 
moſt emphatically expreſſes it) 4oho 
vol. II. . knew 


- 


"26 SERMON Xx. 
dend no fin, that we might be made the 


righteouſneſs of God in him, ſhould con- 


deſcend to be made a curſe for us, that 


be might redeemus from the carſe of God's 
violated law, and to ſuffer for fin, the 


Juſt for the unjuſt, that be might bring 
At ta God. This was an inſtance of 
love beyond all parallel, and which no 


words can ſufficiently expreſs. It is 
the wonder of angels, and will be the 
ſubject of everlaſting praiſes and ac- 
Enowledgments among the band! in 


The feverat eb ick Ker 1. 
mentioned plainly ſhew, that Chriſt 
hath exhibited the moſt illuſtrious and 


| ſhining example of diſintereſted love, 


compatſhon,. and benevolenee towards 


mankind, that ever the world ſaw: 
but I would farther ebſerve, that there: 


is another inſtance of virtuous be- 


nevolence, which hath not been yet 
diſtinctly mentioned, and which de- 
ſerves to be taken notice of in our 
Saviour's character, and that is the 
ſpecial love and affection he bore to 
his countfy, which, when it is in a 
due ſubordination to an univerſal love 
and benevolence towards mankind, is 
an excellent diſpoſition of mind. As 
it was of the Iſraelites, that, according 
to the fleſh, Chrift came z ſo he all along 
manifeſted the heartieſt concern for 
their welfare. During the courſe of 
his perſonal miniſtry, he applied him- 
ſelf in a particular manner to recover 
the % fheep' of the houſe of Ifoel: to 
them were the firſt offers of the goſpel 


ſalvation made: He came to his own,. 


thoſe of his own country and nation, 
bur his own received him nut. Though 
x 2 be 
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he well knew the unjuſt; the cruel and 
ignominious treatment he was to re- 
ceive from them, yet the view he had 
of their impending miſery and deſola- 
tion, which they brought upon them 
ſelves; by their own wickedneſs, made 
the deepeſt impreſſion. upon his tender 
and benevolent heart: his concern 
vented itſelf by his tears. At his laſt 
coming to Jeruſalem, which was but a 
few days before his Paſſion, he ſeemed 
to be more affected with the proſpect 
of the ruin that was coming upon the 
Jews, than with his own approaching 
ſufferings. We are told, that.awben be 
da come near, be beheld the city, and 
wept. over it, utternig this pathetic 
lamentation, / thou"badft known, even 
thou, at leaſt in tbis thy day, the things 
that belong unto thy peace! But. now they 
are. 460 from: thine your? For the days. 
ad” 5, Fall 
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fhall come upon thee, that thin ne enemies 
Hall caſt a trench about thee, and compaſs 


thee around, and keep thee in on every fide, 
and ſhall lay thee even with the ground, 
and thy children within ther; ; and they 
Pall not leave in thee one fone upon ano- 
ther, becauſe thou kneweſt not the time of 

thy viſitation. Before this alſo, he had 
expreſſed his tender concern for the 
Jews in the moſt” affecting manner. 
Who can, without being ſenſibly 
touched, hear him thus expoſtulating, 
from an heart grieved for their 32 


ſtinacy and approaching miſeries! 


Jeruſalen, Feruſalem, which kille ft BY 
Prophets, and foneſt them aul b are Ent 


Dns 


unto thee : how often would 1 bave gar 
tbered thy 727 gerber, 45 a ben 
doth gather her Ste under ber win 95s 
and ye would not ? Behold 1 your houſe is. 
ffi a unto ty you deſolate ; and he repeated 


Q3 this 
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_ this again when he came -— pn 
4 W before * laſt Wee 
RC 
Hey oo the 1 never was: e 
any thing ſo amĩable, ſo compaſſion- 
ate, as our Saviour's character; the 
more we conſider it, the more we ſhall 
find reaſon to admire its unequalled 
excellence. Let us then admire, and 
imitate, till we be transformed into 
his amiable lkeneſs. Here we may 
ſe divine love in à human form, 
living and. converſing among men, 
diſplaying Itſelf i in a. thouſand kind 
offices and acts of bencficent. good- 
neſs; and mall we not feel its ſacred 
pow influence ? If profeſſed. 
en ogeo but duty dal to re- 
ſemble their e and maſter i in 
his goodneſs and. benevolence, what 
honour would it reflect upon. their 
R proteins | 
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profeſſion! And how happy would 
this earth become, by a conduct which 
would render it truly a type of hea- 
ven! Thoſe are certainly unworthy 
of the name of chriſtians, who do not 
exerciſe them ſelves in well-doing after 
_ the example of their Lord ; how much 
more then thoſe who are implacable, 
unmerciful, filled with bitter envying, 
malice, and revenge. How can ſuch 
perſons pretend to have the ſpirit of 
Chriſt dwelling in them, which is a 
ſpirit of love, peace, and charity? Let 
us therefore, as we would approve our- 
ſelves the followers of Jeſus, be ind 
and tender-hearted, ready to forgive. 
Let us put on bowels of mercy, and that 
charity which is the bond of per fectneſs. 
Our benevolence, like his, ſhould be 
active and univerſal: we ſhould be 
ready, as far as we have ability and 


Q4 oppor- 
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opportunity, to do good unto all men, 
to their bodies and to their ſouls, not 


excepting even our enemies them- 
ſelves: but eſpecially, we ſhould love 
our chriſtian brethren with a pure 
heart fervently, and thoſe moſt in 
- whom we ſee moſt of Chriſt's amiable 
Image and reſemblance, endeayouring 
to cultivate with them the intimacies 
of an holy friendſhip, On this he 
chimſelf particularly inſiſts, as the true 
and genuine proof of our being his 
 Liſciples. A new commandment, bim | 
he, I. give unto you, that ye love one 
. another ; ; as I have loved you, that ye 
al ſo love one another. By tbis ſhall all 
men know that ye are my. di Weihen, 77 Je 
bave tove one to POT Pp 
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| ACTS æxvi. 28, 29. 


( Then Agrippa ſid unto Paul, 83 
tbou perſuadeſt me to be a C briſftion. > 

And Paul ſaid, I would to God 

bat not only thou, but alſo all that 

; bear me this day, were both almoſt, 


and altogether ſuch, as I an, except 
* bonds, 


HESE words contain the an- 
ſwer of St. Paul to King 
Agrippa, when / being a priſoner) he 
was brought before him, Feſtus the 
governor, and a great aſſembly of 


Pour 
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people, to give an account of his be- 
haviour, (which the Jews thought very 
criminal} and of the opinions he 
taught, which appeared to them ab- 
ſolutely contradictory to the laws they 
had received from heaven. 


\ # 


e 
Wberefore, the great dete 


hberty allowed bim 15 ſpeak⸗ pro- 
exeded to prove manifeſtiy from the 
dooks of Moſes, and all the por 
phets, that jeſus Chriſt was the true 
Meſſiah, whom God had in all times 


= promiſed” to ſend _ the world, _ 
; redeem mankind. "400" in | - 


. 
22 
8 
Conte” 


+ bY © Song argument taken from 
the uncontrolable and almighty power 
of God, he alſo made the reſurrection 
ol the bodies of men look fo. very 
e "that Apgrippa with much 

| TO frankneſs 
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franleneſi and honeſty declared, le 
had almoſt . bim to be'a O 


. Eng ie . VC. 
RM reh 1 
To: theſe — 1 of Ting Agrippa 

St. Paul boldly made reply, I would 

Jo God that not only tbou, but alſo all 


chat bear. me this day, were both almoſt, 


TAS CE 
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and altogether Such gs 1 am, except 490 
bonds, . 
7 | 
2 "SIM aſion n of the text being thus 
| explained)” | propoleſFrom thenergra 


, Den pure and holy religion 
which St. Paul here openly profeſſes, 
againſt thoſe men who either from 
principle or paſſion, from errors in 
1 peenlation, or or practice, labour ex- 
© ceedingly to bring into contempt. 4 

Mea — E , dtp 
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For this end I propoſe to-lay before 
you ſeveral inſtances and particulars, 
which manifeſt the truth and excel- 
lence of the goſpel, and evidently ſhew 
how far- it ſurpaſſes all other ſyſtems 
warn * 8 jo 


a 


WY It gives a truer wal fuller ac- 
eount of the nature and attributes be 
God. 0s 


3 


. Aly. A better and- more certain re- 
Alation of the creation of the world, de- 


claring God to be the Author of our 
beings, and that we depend upon His 


a , ne our i om owe pt 
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ig y. It Wer wherein that wor- 
ſhip and ſervice truly conſiſts, which 


will be moſt — God, aud fets 


n the means, and lays down the 
10 1 neceſſary 
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nieceſſary ns of aeg to eternal 
happineſs. N ; 


Athly. To encourage men to the 
reformation of their lives, it gives 
them unqueſtionable aſſurance, that 
God will be pleaſed graciouſly to par- 
don all finners, who ſincerely repent, 
and accept of the ſatisfaction made 
by his own alen beloved Sons for 8 
en ſins. {2 em ge 


1 


| th. ſt promiſes higher lielp and 
aſſiſtance to men in performing the 
ſeveral-branches and parts 15 Weir re- 


. es EHu 


. 


tl) Py It diſcovers a clearer and 
more certain account of the immorta- 
lity of the ſoul, and of the rewards 
and puniſhments in the world to 
come. . 


Firſt. 
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EFirſt. The Chriſtian religion gives 
a truer and fuller account of the na- 


ture and attributes of oye ” 


X82 1 cannot 1. W PM: that 
from the order of the world, the ad- 
mirable frame and compoſition of all 


3 the creatures therein, their mutual ſer- 
vice and aſſiſtance to each other, toge- 
ther with the exquiſite harmony and 
agreeableneſs amongſt them all, the 
exiſt ce 0 of the ſupreme was, I Om 
deinonſtrated, 14S 


ON" 


"Mi likewiſe eilte; ee wm 
the philoſophers had; in a good mea- 
ſore, right notions of God, and ſome- 
times expreſs themſelves as if their 
minds had been enlightened by divine 
Revelation, but at other times they are 

Inconſiſtent with themſelves. When 2 
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they are diſcourſing of the original 


cauſe of things, the proofs they pro- 


duce are weak and inconcluſive; and 


there may be obſerved in their ar- 
guments much uncertainty, ſcruples, 
and diffidence. Be the caſe, however, 
as it wilt, wich a fem gf the moſt 
enlightened among them in this re- 
ſpect ſ the generality of the people were 
doubtleſs wretchedly ſunk into Py 


1 —_ and ee i 


By far the greater number not only © 


erred in believing there were many 


| Gods, but imputed ſuch weakneſs and 


defects to them, and rendered to them 


the Deity, and inconſiſtent with the 
roms of men. | 


5 


fach abſurd worſhip, as was altoge- 
ther repugnant to the perfections of 


Among 
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{ Among the Gods who were ſup- 
poſed to have wiſdom and power, theſe 
qualities were reſtrained to ſo narrow 
a compaſs, as made it neceſſary there 
ſhould be a multitude of them; ſome 
were to govern in heaven, others to 


rule on earth; ſome took care of the 
. health, and relieved the infirmities of 


the body; others ordered the affairs 
of war and peace; and ſome preſided 
over the fruits of the earth, providing 
due degrees of heat and to 


Indeed thee: was: hardly; any thing) 
of -moment or conſequence to the life. 


of man, which had not a peculiar God 


to preſide over it, and direct its effects. 
Nay, ſo groſs was the ignorance, 


fo great was the ſtupidity of lapſed. 
mankind, that almoſt whole nations 


ador ed 


* 
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adored things void of underſtanding, 
and ſenſe; things, ſo far from having 
any character of divinity about them, 
that they were of too abje& a nature 
to pretend to any of: the marks of bu- 
man reaſon. | WHT: 


Had they conceived a right appre- 


henſion of the boundleſs and immenſe 


perfections of God, as taught in the holy 
ſeriptures, they muſt have ſoon ſeen 
that their notion of a multitude of 

Gods, and of their various worſhip, 
was not only unneceſſary, but im- 
poſſible and repugnant to itſelf. They 
muſt have believed, that infinite wiſ- 
dom and power could as eaſily and 
compleatly order, and take care of the 
whole maſs and collection of crea- 


tures in all the univerſe, a as of any 
ſingle being therein. 
voL. II. R But 
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Ter ſo rooted were their errors, that 
nothing was ſufficient” to obliterate, 
and wholly: raſe out of the ſouls of 
men, opinions ſo falſe, ſo-fooliſh, ſo 
8 of the gloripus attributes of 
God, and fo diſſonant to. the nature 
of true religion, but an extraordinary 
 * revelation publiſhed by the miraculous 
power of God. FIndeed, it is mani- 
feſt and viſible, that wherever the 
light of the goſpel has ſhined, it has 
thoſe who have not thoroughly em- 
braced it ; it has tinctured and height- 
oned the writings. of the greateſt phi · 
bu n e 858 en 


"The RG at, and, 12 25 eee 
* always ſpeak conſiſtently of God. 
They ever declare him to be but one, 
I! : 885 ü ain 
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eternal, omnipreſent, unchangeable 
Being; moſt holy and wiſe, moſt true 
and faithful, patient, long ſuffering, 
full of tenderneſs and compaſſion, in- 
n good, enn and b. rac 


FA 


- Theſe are the Joehines n laid 
Nn in the inſpired writings con- 
cerning God; thieſe àre the doctrines, 
which will make thoſe entirely happy 
who believe them ; inaſmuch as they 
direct us to love God with all our | | 
hearts, and our neighbours as our- 1 
| ſelves:# Nevertheleſs, modern unbe⸗ 1 
levers, who pride themſelves in free- = | 
dom of thought; are pfeaſed, according 1 
to their uſual gaiety, to inſinuate, that 

the worſhippers of our Lord Jeſus 

Chriſt, and the ſtupid idolaters of the 

heatheri world,, are upon the ſame 

level; and that their idolatry and the 


R 2 chriſtian 


* & * 
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bo bought them with bis own blood; 


wilfuly, after they 
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chriſtian h n en pretans | 


eee ee 


Let thoſe. — if hes have not 
rooted up all religion and virtue from 
their hearts, conſider, that by this pro- 
phane mockery, they b{aſpheme the Lord 


they crucify to themſelves the Son of God 
e, md ar pen ſhame. i 


Let them remember, that if they fin 
baue received the 
knowledge of the truth, there then re- 
maineth no more ſacrifice for fins, but a 
certain looking for of judgment and fiery | 
indignation, which fball devour the ad- 
verſaries. Let them alſo remember, 
that it is 4 fearful thing fo fall into the 
. 1 7 the living G. 3 
43; * 
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if men will 1 5 3 wit in 9 | 
the defiance. of the Almighty, and in | 


the contempt of his Providence, which 
ſhould have been employed in magni- 
fying and praiſing his marvellous 
power and immenſe goodneſs, diſplay- 

ed in the glory of his wondrous 
works; they will find in the conclu- 
ſion, their pretended wit to have been 
but the offspring of folly, and will 
change their preſent irreverent mock- 
ery for the anguiſh of confuſion and 


deſpair. F) : 
But to proceed 5 The. Wies attri- 
| butes of goodneſs, forbearance, and 


mercy, are little rs inſiſted on, 
and explained in the beſt heathen 
writers. In them you may find large 
deſeriptions of God's natural attri- 
| . and of the power with which 

5 £5 4% goo he 
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he ſtrikes terror into the hearts of 
men; but not much notice is taken of 
his moral attributes, his mercy and 
paternal love, his affection and care 
over all his creatures; which, as they 
are the principal ohjects of the chriſ- 
tan 's devotion in his family and cloſet, 
1 are they the chief ſubjects of the 
publie offices of the chriſtian church, 
when men aſſemble together to adore 
God, and ſet forth bis praiſes in the 


ö Rs. 1532 343 


8 11 15 on the wiſe wt good provi- 
dence of God, that chriſtians rely for 
the proviſion of their daily bread. 
This is their rock of defence againſt 
all their enemies; this is their ſure 
refuge in times of trouble, ſickneſs, 
aud diſtreſs this is their firm ſup- 
Port, when all human "ſupport fails, 
yl 8 at 


# 


W 
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death. It is the unmerited grace and 


for the pardon, of their ſins, 1 1 ac- 
bent Weg ON, at the great 


— — — ; peg 1 10 end of bis 


&reatneſs. ©, The. Lerd is FO and 
merciful, long Juftering, and and of great 


. 


man, and his 1 is over all bis works. 


3 #3 5 
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9 
5 their laſt hour, at the approach of 


love of ( God, 0 on which only they rely 


goodneſs c Fe en unto every 
{e thee, 0 Lord, and 


— — — mo a 


S 
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Ape; 1 Secondiy. In revealed religion, we 
have a clearer and more certain ac- 
count of the creation of the world. 

God is there declared to have made all 

the beings Which exiſt by his mighty 

power; to have diſpoſed them il fo 

| ercellent an order by his infinite wiſ- 
dom; to Rave made them ſo Beneficial 
to each other, by his boundleſs govd- 
nels; and to continue and preſerve 

- them in this happy condition by his 

watchful and all-feein 8 Providence. : 


MP TYHA N. JSP; t enn ene 


The gentlle philoſophers were much 
t a bols to explain me creation of 
wie world, notwithſtanding they had 
Learned ſome hints from abe ""Jewith 
| icnptures, concethiih "the prod uckion 
of. the univerſe, and the general flood. 
* ſeems,” at leaſt, de Bae deen no 
c 2 in which a conſide- 
58 "number of then could agree. 


5 | : 9 Some 
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world; others thought this vaſt ſyſtem 
of beings was cauſed byſthe elemental 
parts of pre-exiſting matter falling and 
joining together, by naked undiſcern- 
ing chance, without the interpoſition 
of any wiſe director to Kare and "Sap" 


them. 1 7 : 


(Now, the fr of theſe opinions ex- 
cludes God out of the world, and the 
other makes him uſeleſs in it. For, 
if the world be eternal, and without a 
Maker, it muſt be felf-exiſtent; but 
what is felf-exiſtent muſt be abſolutely 
mips and ſo can have no u 
Pues e 125 external cauſe, 


dnss aft 'r:1 


: 80 likewiſe if mer world was framed 
by chance, Without the power and 
em of God, and continues without 
vo his 


Some believed the eternity of the —-1 * 


„ BY ERMO N XX. 
bis care and protection, then the in- 
: habitants thereof lie under no obliga- 
non to fear, worſhip, and obey him, 
nor have any reaſon to give him an 
re de nöd of rheir lives, 
. 19 rit 877 11. ( 


8 But is it poſſible puree any ſtrength 


of reaſon to maintain, that a world. 
- - continually changing, altering, and 
| joan ſhould ak E e, in- 


1 hn 3 


el . * =} 3115 $I? ; 775 8 111 9 #+ 0 


1 Ther is —.— vou can — 
mich will not carry you to the firſt 
cauſe.” If nene of the men of this 
time have their exiſtence from them- N 
ſelves, neither had the men wh lived 
in the age before them, but we muſt 


aſcend upwards, from generation to 


generation, unto. the. firſt Author of 
12 genere ither e l me 


* 1821 
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be” ſelf-exiſtent, for what is ſelf-ex2 
iſtent, is independent, and muſt abide 
for ever. Nor is the ſecond opinion 
more defenſible. ' Can any thing be 
More abſurd and unaccountable than 
the aſſertion, that a world full of or- 
der, deſign, proportion, and accurate 
erer ſhould uy up nen 


od! 1581 75 16 16 t135t: #> -4 Tos 5 105 


The iden- 11 hy original 4 
things 1 in the holy ſcriptures, on the 
contrary, always agrees entirely with 
the nature and attributes 'of God, and 
the ſtate and condition of the world. 
In them ĩt ĩs perpetually declared, with 
authority, that there is but one To | 
preme, independent, ſelf- exiſting 
mighty Being; and that all "er 
things do proceed only from him; and 
p * — depend upon him for 
N their 


their ſubſiſtence. Indeed, it is des 
monſtrable, from clear and 0 plain rea- ? 


authority, that the ſuppoſition of two 
 ommipotent,.- omnipreſent,.. ſelf-exiſt- 
ing. independent beings, abſolutely 
implies a contradiction ; and that all 
the parts of the univerſe carry un- 
queſtionable evidence with them of 
their being the productions of uncir 
cumſeribed goodneſs, wiſdom, and 
power. ( For, although the wiſeſt phi- 
loſophers of the heathen. world, always 
ſpoke. doubtfully and. darkly of theſe 
great truths; yet, the inſpired pen- 
men, from the beginning of the Holy 
Bible to the end of it, do write with 
certainty and clearneſs concerning the 
creation. They not only aſcribe and at- 
tribute it conſtantly and ſolely to God, 
beet forth the order and manner in 
| which 


5 1 
a Harl 
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which the 'creation was completed. 
(What is plainly and hiſtorically related 


by ſome of them, concerning the ori- 


ginal of the world, is elegantly and 
loftily expreſſed by others in hymns of 
praiſe. He ſtretched forth the beavens 
alone, be ſpread abroad the earth by 


himſelf”; be compaſſeth - the water by 
bounds ; he made man in his image, and 


gave bim dominion over other creatures. 


M bo decketh thyſelf with light as with a 
garment ; who HERE out the DEI 
as a curtain, > 


Who, Ide" co diſcourſe with 

fo much truth of God, and in fo 
| lively a manner expreſs the excellence 
of his works, and relate the particular 


progreſs 'of his proceeding, in pro- 
ducing the creatures out of nothing, 


- 


5 


n $9, tY, 
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fective repreſentation of divine Provi- 
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a bot perſons to whom be mimeu- 
louſly revealed it, and who were in 
ſtructed and aſſiſted in what 18 wrote 


by his own * it * 


. 1 if 
* © ; 


| 20 8765 25 61 68 


The ſame Le? holds 40 with: 
reſpect to the moral government of 


dhe Almighty. - While the wife men 


among the heathens-make a very de- 


dence; ſo defective, that upon it no 
bearty reliance in the courſe of life, 
could poſſibly be eſtabliſhed; Moſes 
and the prophets, but above all, our 
bleſſed Lord and Maſter, Jeſus Chriſt, 

and his apoſtles, give us the moſt com- 
fortable and ſatisfactory aſſurance, that 
the providence of God extends itſelf 
with the greateſt benignity to all the 


creatures it has brought into exiſtence. 


2 teach us, that as beings of the 
higheſt 
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higheſt rank, and the largeſt portions | 
of power and ability, cannot continue 
to ſubſiſt without his gracious influ- 
ence to preſerve them, ſo likewiſe he 
neuer fails to take the leaſt under his 
protection. As the moſt powerful 
and conſiderable creatures have their 
dependance upon his favour, ſo the 
weakeſt and moſt minute ſhall never 
periſh" for the want of his care. He 
provideth even for the animal and ve- 
getable creation, for the Wb * 
nnn l it 
"Bit his —ndencels is more barten 
larly employed about man, whom he 
created after his own image; and ſtill 
in more eſpecial manner, and above 
all, it engages itſelf for the preſervation 
of the holy, the humble, the meek, the 


Tee charitable, who firmly 
believe 


* 
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believe in God, who ſerve him faith- 
fully, who ſincerely rely on his pro- 
miſes, and endeavour to be moſt uſeful 
to all their fellow creatures. In favour 
ef ſuch, it ſo orders all events, that they 
ſhall work ini for their eee 


en. l 
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wherein the true worſhip of God con- 
fiſts, and ſhews us how we may ſerve 


- him acceptably. It clears religion from 
the ſuperſtitious fears, which intimidate 
and enſlave the minds of men; it en- 


tirely prohibits all immorality and in- 
juſtice, which fink men down to the low 
condition of beaſts which periſh, and 
deftroy the foundations of their living 
together in ſociety.” It lays down all 


the neceſſary means to acquire firm 


3 * - It ſtrictiy en- 


joins 
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Joins purity, ſobriety. meekneſs, pa- 
tience, induſtry, mercy, and univer- 
fal benevolence ; virtues which exalt. 
our ſouls, and ek thiin _— more 
tun os divine. 1 


. As we before be Ru LIL) that 
many. of the antient philoſophers had 
ſome faint notions of the exiſtence and 
attributes of one ſupreme God, fo we 
no grant that many of them have 
given wiſe precepts concerning moral 
virtues. But in divers reſpects theſe 
learned men, and their philoſophical 
performances, have fallen ſhort of our; 
- Bleſſed Saviour, and his admirable re- 
gion. The chriſtian religion is per- 
fect, and without faults ; and the 
moſt holy, and innocent life of Chriſt, 
came * to the perfection of his reli- 
gion He never e his diſ- 

vor. IT, ciples 


vw $TRMON x.. 

| eiples- and followers to do any duty, 
which he had not exactly performed 
himſelf ; whereas the philoſophers of 
the [higheſt reputation had mingled 
many errors with their true doctrines, 
and were guilty of great failings in 
their converſation, which was the oc- 
 caſion chiefly, why their doctrines were 
not fo generally received, and why 
they had no more efficacy in enlight- 
_ ening and amending the world.” For 
by thus joining to their ſound and 
wholeſome rules of morality, many 
falſe, weak, and unreaſonable opi- 
nions,. they unavoidably diminiſhed 
their credit and authority, and cauſed 


| __ their true and juſt principles to have 


leſs influence upon others. Thus the 
ſame perſons who wrote ſo ably con- 
cerning honeſty and temperance, con- 
mel che paffions as evil, and de- 

clared 


* 
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elared it to be our duty utterly to ex- 
tinguiſh them. Nevertheleſs, it is as 
impoſſible to deſtroy our paſſions as 
it is to remake our ſouls ; for, there is 
no rooting up thoſe things which God 
has eſſentially interwoven with our 
nature. _ | | 


Heſides, the paſſions, contained with- 
in the bounds of moderation, exerciſed 
about proper objects, and well or- 
dered, are of great advantage to us, 
for they put us upon the watch when 
temptations aſſault; they guard our 
Virtue, and protect our honour; they 
raife a juſt indignation in us againſt all 
baſeneſs, immorality, and prophane- 
neſs ; they excite an hatred and ab- 
horrence of injuſtice, oppreſſion, im- 
purity, and cruelty ; and preſerve in 
our hearts an ardent zeal for the glory 

N 82 of 
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of God, and an affeQion: ate e 
to all our  fellow-creat ago 


> 
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34 . Another thing which discredits the 


3 of heathen writers is, that 
very few of them in their own. lives, 
ever exemplified the virtuous princi- 
- ples and precepts they. taught. N ay, 
it appears that many of the chief pa- 
trons and founders of their ſecis fell 
| ſhamefully, below the character they 
gave of a good man. Some of them 
were notorious for their exceedin: g co- 
vetouſneſs; others, deſtitute of true 
patience to bear troubles, laid violent 
hands on themſelves ; and ſame died 
meanly and abjettly, and void of that. 
- philofophic reſolution and fortitude, 
of which they pretended themſelves to 
be ſo great maſters. But above all, 
ne . e wanted the 
9 owes 


. 
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power of miracles, to convince unrea- 
fonable oppoſers that they received 
their dodtrine . gp eee 
on the contrary: aver was de- 

fective in the Gentile writers, appeared 
compleat and perfect in our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt. He gave the higheſt au- 
thority to his doctrines and laws by 
numbers of undoubted miracles, never 
wrought to ſatisfy vanity and often- 
tation, or to procure any worldly ad- 
vantage; but either to recover and 
purify men's ſouls from all ungodli- 
neſs and iniquity, or to remove the 
infirmities and heal the diſcaſes of their . 
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As truth, equity, and goodneſs, 
| ſhone forth in all his doctrines and 
commandments, ſo his life was ever 
; S 3 conforms 
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conformable to his rightequs precepts, 
In a ward, be was himſelf a compleat 
pattern of every virtue which he re- 
quired of thoſe who were baptized into 
his church. Neither was he more to be 
admired for che unblemiſhed holineſs 
of his eonyefſation, than for his un- 
paralleled patience, under the greateſt 
injuries and ſufferings, both in the 
abuſes, indignities, and cruelties, which 
immediately preceded his death; while 
at his crucifixion itſelf, he diſcovered 
the . moſt perfect example of piety 
aud ſuffering, virtue. . ever 155 
been ſeen in the world. N 


(nne ſhewed the wi ts pa- 
tience in his behaviour, through that 
whole ſcene of reuiſings and tor- 
ments. Being led ta ſlaughter, like a 
wb he opened not his mouth; na 
47170 2 1 W 
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repining at providence, no complaints 
againſt his murderers were heard to 
proceed from his lips: he, at the ſame 

time, ſhewed the exacteſt ſubmiſſion to 
the will of God, and eee the 


higheſt n to ye): 


He not 1 pardoned his a 
and wicked deſtroyers, but prayed un- 
to his Father to forgive their fin; and 
after he had deſired that the will of 
God, and not his own will might be 
done, he meekly ſubmitted to a death 
19 eee eee An bes 


155 Ta crown the whale, Fl Foy 
the third day from the dead, he hat 
given the ſtrangeſt proof of the truth 
of his religion, and the firmeſt ground 
for gogd men to hape, that they 


Allo. hall. ruſe . 77 from the dead, 
84 which 
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| would be 
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which. on by ye pe or et | 
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Pp Ty ibu Gubeks bers would di- 
| veſt themſelves of their prejudices, and 
think freely, that is impartially; if they 
would uſe their reaſon in comparing 
things one with another, and equally 
conſider their force and weight, they 
elled to acquieſce in 
the heavenly doctrines and laws of 
Chriſt. They would be obliged to own 
that his pure and innocent life, his 
ready ſubmiſfion to the will of God in 
his death, his wonderful reſurrection 
from the ſtate of the dead, as he had 
foretold, upon the third day, and his 
miraculous aſcenſion into heaven, are 
utiqueſtionable demonſtrations of his 
having been ent by God into the 
world, to reform and redbem the fallen 


Kani poſterity 
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| poſterity of Adam ; and would be con- 
vinced of the indiſpenſable obligation 
upon us all, to receive him for our 
Saviour, and with all our hearts to be- 
ieve in him, obey him, and depend 
upon him for our future happineſs. 
OS Saas lt 
Fourthly. The goſpel gives. men 
more aſſurance that God will be pleaſed 
to pardon ſin, to forgive all offenders 
who truly repent, and accept their ſin- 
cere, though imperfect obedience, than 
can be found in any other few of 


relit „ 


6 By the light e of nature it is manifeſt 
that God loves virtuous actions, and 
hates thoſe which are evil; for vittu- 
ous deeds carry always their advantage 
with them, and wickedneſs naturally 
| prodyces trouble and calamity. _ 

| But 
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But though it be evident to al men, 
that Gad approves virtue, and abhor- 
reth vice, yet it is not ſo manifeſt hy 
natural light, that he will forgive fin- 
ners upon their repentance ; and if it 
be granted that God's anger againſt 
offenders may be appeaſed, yet it does 
not appear that be will pardon all fins, 
nor what kinds and degrees. of fin he 
will remit, nor what. fort of fatis- 
faction he will accept, nor what mea- 
| ſure of repentance he Te in om 
* reconciliation. F 


As to theſe af nature is . 


men have light enough to perceive 
their infirmities, weakneſſes, and miſ- 


_ Earriages, but nat ſufficient knowledge 
to. find aut à remedy adapted to their 


ſituation and; conditions) For, not- 
vithſlanging, pagan. writers Sod 
| W 
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with exhortations to virtue, with mo- 
tives to be patient in ſickneſs and 
troubles, and with perſuaſions againſt 


the fears af death, yet their arguments 
had not force and ſtrength enough to 
ſupport the ſpirits of men in their 
afflictions, and to arm them againſt 
the approaches of the king of WFreors. 


Nothing but the hope of woe re- 
coneiled to God, and that he will for- 
give men their treſpaſſes againſf him. 
and their fellow- creatures; nothing 
but a firm truſt in his infinite good- 
neſs, and a ſteady belief, that after 
this life is ended, he will beſtow upon 
them a glorious immortality, can make 
mankind. bear patiently the evils and 
miſeries of this ſtate, and. with a true 
courage meet the. inevitable ſtroke of 


. ON. . * 41 90 n“ Wo, 


Concerning 


* 
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- While, on the contrary, the holy men, 


tte ſeriptures only, the welcome tid- 


1 


Concerning theſe- - arguments, -the 
- philoſophers, who had only their un- 

aſſiſted reaſon to guide them, treat ſpa- 
tingly, defectively, and obſcurely ; 


who in their writings had the aſſiſt- 
ance of the ſpirit of God, are full, and 
clear; and diſtinct in their diſcourſes 
upon. theſe important ſubjects; ever- 
more diſplaying in the livelieſt man- 
ner God's mercy towards penitent 
offenders, and his great readineſs gras 
cioully to receive them inte his favour, 
Thus we find in the ſcriptures,” and 


ings, that God fo loved the world, that 
be gave bis only begotten Son, that who- 
Hever believeth in him Pould not periſb, 
but have everlaſting life; that, When 
the wicled man turneth away: from bis 
wickedneſs that he hath committed, and 
n BMD. | doth 
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doth that which is lawful and right, he 
ſhall ſave bis, foul alive; and that, 
though their fins be as ſcarlet, they ſhall 
be as white as ſnow; though tbey be red 
like crimſon, yet ſhall they be as wog. 
Therefore. we are commanded to re- 
pent, and be converted, water ſins 
may be blotted out. i, 


Ce It is _ to conceive, 5 it muſt 
repleniſh the hearts of men with com- 
fort and joy, to. have undoubted aſſu- 
rance from the holy ſpirit, that God 
is in perpetual readineſs to pardon and 
mercifully receive ſinners who repent, 
and believe in his Son Jeſus Chriſt, 5 
and, forſake their evil ways; to be 
aſſured that. he will forgive the blackeſt 
and moſt. heinous crimes, upon the 


fincere return and amendment of the. 
| 1. tranſ· 
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| tranſꝑreſſors. Such aſftiratice he has 
beth pleaſed gracioally to pive us, atid 

to declare, that the greateſt fins are not 
beyond his mercy, nor the moſt pro- 

 figate and wretehed offenders too 

guilty to be nel of his ity. and 


compaſſion. 
— . 
This 3 is ſo true, that) the whole . 


penſation of the New Teſtament, is a 
kind and terciful contrivance of God 
for the remiſſion of fins ; Chriſt bring- 
ing a cortimiffion, with full powets from 
heaven, to grant pardon to the moſt 
flagrant offenders, who would un- 

feigtiedly repent, and believe his holy 
goſpel. This glorious commiſſion he 
ſealed with his own blood upon the 
croſs, and demonſtrated the truth and 
validity of it by his reſurrection. For 
thus it behoved Chriſt to ſuffer, and 


to 


neſs. 
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to riſe from the dead the third day, 
that repentance and retniffiot1 of ſins 


ſhould be preached in his name among 


all nations. 


As to the Gentiles, 16 who had | 
no knowledge of the pardon of ſins 
revealed and promifed in the goſpel, 


our gracious Creator will doubtleſs 


judge them by that natural light he 


had diſcovered to them, and thoſe helps 


he had furniſhed them with; we fafely 


leave them therefore to the uncove- 
nanted mercies, and to the iti menſe 
goodnefs of God, which leads men to 
repentance, and in whoſe houſe ate 
many manfions and degrees of happi- 
Nevertheleſs it is moſt true, 


that the holy feriptares promiſe higher 

affiſtance to men, itt the performance 

of theſe * duties of religion, 
which 


271 


© 272; SERMON, XX. 


wa 


"4 which | they have revealed unto th 
They promiſe. that the ſpirit of God 


5 will enlighten the minds, and give 
courage and reſolution to the hearts of 


good men, in all difficulties and ha- 
Zards. 160 


There could not indeed he more 
| dangerous, I had almoſt ſaid more im- 
Pious errors, than the two favourite 
tenets of the wiſeſt pagan philoſo phers, 
that. it is in the power of man to 
make himſelf compleatly happy, with- 
out the aſſiſtance of any other Being; 
| and that the truly wiſe man is equal to 
God: nay, ſometimes ſo arrogant.and 
| P intolerable was their prophaneneſs, as | 
to give bim the precedence. Hence 
| they were ſo far from ſoliciting the 
affiſtance of God, in the management 
of the affairs of life, or praying for his 
protection, that they thought them- 
ſelves above bis power, and were 
equally 
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pleaſure. 


It is, therefore, a conſtant 


; inſtruction given to their wiſe man, 
not to fear death; but how is it poſ- 


ſible for a man not to fear that which 


he believes will put an end to his 


being ? The fears of death muſt be 


unavoidable and unconquerable, after 


all the aids and aſſiſtance of philoſo- 


phy, to one who has no hopes he 
ſhall be brought to life again, and 


m happy in a future fate. Wet 


: © * * - 1 1 


The inſpired 2 on the con- 
trary, not only amply diſcover and 
ſet forth the fall, the weakneſſes, and 


miſeries of mankind, but convince 
us that we are reſtored to a bet- 
ter condition, not by our own ſtrength 


and power, nor by the contrivance and 
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equally regardleſs of his favour or diſ- 
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operations of our own wiſdom ; but 
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through the mercy of God, aa. 
for us by the ſufferings and death, of 
Jeſus Chriſt, who. died for our ſins, 
and. roſe again for our juſtification. ; - 
who alfo, after he aſcended into Hea- 
ven, ſent the Holy Ghaſt to inſtruct, 
comfort and enable us to fulfil the 
terms and conditions of the new. 
covenant, which = OO mas Frag 
God on our behelk. | 


+ WS ay is 


1t is matter alſo of unſpeakable 5 joy, 
i an this Holy Spirit is ever preſent, 


and ready to direct us, into all the 
truths of aur religion requilite for us 
to know; and to endue us with for- 


titude, reſolution, and abilities, - ta 
perform all W r 0 


: falvation. _ 


— 
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The aſſiſtance thus afforded - us 
adapts itſelf to all the neceſſities. and 
exigencies of our lives: When we are 
| nag and perplexed with difficul- 
ies, it irradiates the darkneſs, diſpels 


the clouds, and lets light into our 
ſouls to direct them; ſo that a truly 


£Y 


fincere good man ſhall never err fun- 


damentally, or if he do err, God will 
forgive him. When we are preſſed. 
hard with trials and temptations on 
account of our firm adherence to 
pure religion, the ſpirit of God in- 
ſpires us with courage to encounter 


them, or with patience to bear them: 


He quickens « our diligence, and er ex- 


_ cites. our zeal, when we grow {lack or 
negligent | in the performance of thoſe 
good works by which alone we can 


hope to obtain the happineſs of the 


kingdom 0 of- heaven. 


E 
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Laſtiy. Of this heavenly kingdom, 
of the immortality of the ſoul, of the 
reſurrection of the body, and of the 
rewards and puniſhments in the fu- 
ture life, we find in the Scriptures a 
more clear and ample diſcovery than 
was ever revealed elſewhere. There, 
and there) alone, we find it expreſsly 
declared, that all men ſhall be brought 

to the judgment ſeat of God, to give 
an account of all the actions of their 
hves ; that in order to this, the earth 
and the ſea ſhall render up their dead; 
that the ſeveral parts of each man's 
body, however greatly altered and . 
changed, how much ſoever ſcattered 
and diſperſed, ſhall be re- collected to- ; 
_ _ gether, and moulded into their former 
hape, and rejoined to the ſame ſoul. 
There, and there only, we are clearly 
Aured. chat all the nations of the 
: world, 
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world, thus wonderfully raiſed from 
their graves, and' by the holy angels 
gathered together, ſhall be placed be- 
fore the throne of Jeſus Chriſt their 
ſupreme judge, who, bleſſing the good, 
will order them to inherit the king- 
dom of heaven, prepared for them 
from the foundation of the world; | 
but the wicked he will command to - 
depart for ever from his preſence, into 
everlaſting fire, prepared for the devil. 


and his i 


Accordingly, it being a matter of 
the ligheſt importance that we ſhould 
not loſe our hopes of immortality, 
and be deprived of the happineſs of 
the kingdom of heaven, our bleſſed 
Lord commands us, that we ſhould | 
not be afraid of men who can only 
kill the body; but rather dread and 

04 fear 
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fear God, who can deſtroy both body 
and foul, and caſt chem into hell.— 
Surely it is impoſſible to frame an 
idea of more powerful motives to god- 
| lineſs, righteouſneſs, juſtice, equity, | 
merkneſs, humility, temperance, and 
every other chriſtian virtue ; or greater 
diſſuaſives and diſcouragements from 
all kinds of vice, than theſe ſo awfully 
ſer before us in the New Teſtament. 
Here we are addreſſed by every motive 
which can alarm our fears, or excite 
our hopes. Here we are aſſured, that 
however great may be our difficulties | 
and temptations, our reward ſhall be 
ſtill greater; that if we endure to the 
end, we ſhall be called the children of 
the Moſt High, and receive an unfad- 
ing, an eternal crown of glory. 


Thus, 


* 
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Thus, then, it appears plain and 
evident, that neither religion, as it was 
compounded and corrupted by the fa- 
bles and inventions of the poets; nor 
as it was patronized and enforced by 
the laws and decrees of the civil magi- 


ſtrate; nor as it was aſſerted and 


explained by the philoſophers, can for 


truth and goodneſs bear any compari- 


ſon with the religion and knowledge 
of Jeſus Chriſt crucified. 


Even thoſe precepts of morality, 
and thoſe rules of holy and virtuous 


| living, which the Pagans did teach, it 


has been proved, beyond queſtion, are 
more plainly and clearly delivered in 


the Scriptures, and enforced with 
greater authority. 


To 
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To this we may add, that the love 
| of God, and the love of our brother, 
the forgiveneſs of injuries, and the 
doing good to our enemies, are either 
new duties, or the old ones carried 
much higher than they ever were, 0 
jaught by our Saviour. - 


: But above all let it be remethibered, 
that no lawgiver before our Saviour 
ever preſumed to controul the thoughts 
of men, becauſe no human lawgiver 
or moraliſt could diſcern, direct, re- 

ftrain, or have any power over them. 
It is the unrivalled glory of the chriſ- 
tian revelation that its laws reach the 
heart. God there aſſures us he wil 
reject all our worſhip and fervice 
which does not proceed from that 
fource, and will ſeverely puniſh all 


the evil devices and ſecret imagina- 
tions 
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tions which are formed there in oppo- 
fition to his will, though we may 

never have the power to execute them: 
An inſtance of purity unknown and 
unimagined till revealed in the goſpel, 
and worthy of that Being who 1s of 
purer eyes than to behold iniquity, 
and chargeth even his angels with 


2 


What then remains, but that we 
conelude with hearty pr ayers, that 
we may walk worthy of our holy pro- 
feſſion and high calling i in Jeſus Chrift, 
and anſwer the great ends of his com- 
ing into the world. 


4. May we aigently imitate the vi. — Y 
tues of his life, and abhor the com- 4 


mitting of thetins, for the expiating of 
which, he ſubmitted to a cruel and 
moſt 1 Enominious death ! 


May 
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5 te May the conkideration of his reſur⸗ 
1 BY I, * rection from the grave, and aſcenſion 
| bs Es bu heaven, ſtrengthen our faith and 


* 


ſtiroy in us all evil concupiſcence, and 
aiſe our affetions-to things above; 


5 dhe in Gods. fit time a door may be 
— 5 opened for us s to everlaſting life! 


5 that May the God.of patience "ke us 
do reliſt the moſtalluring temptations, 
nd quietly to bear the greateſt afflic- 
tions, rather than wound our con- 
EW ſciences, and make a ſhipwreck of our 
N : faith! 
* ext May the . 0 ol give 
Fo us will and ſtrength to endure all la- 
bdours and wearineſs, in running to 
8 the end of our chiiſtian race; that 
[ having preſerved our innocence and 
| 
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bope of immortality ; mortify and de- 
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purity through the whole ſtage of out 
lives, at Chriſt's ſecond coming, we 
may receive that crown of righteouſneſs, 
laid up for all thoſe who ſerve, fear, 
and honour him, and deſire and love 
his appearing ! * e, © bee, 
.. ger Mem wana Ha. aw . — 


Soy. 1:24 „ 


; | KEEL Wow KEE 1 


